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our kind of people

Knowledge. Technique. Patience.
That’s what you need to succeed as a

fly fisherman and Dan Fisher has those
qualities in spades. He’s also a serious
triathlete, a Great Lake surfer, a designer

of worldwide electrical systems, and a
bunch of other things- all of it tackled
with true passion.

Fisher is just as passionate about beer.

Creemore Springs in particular. We also
employ knowledge, technique, and
patience. So each and every batch is
made to the highest standard. Creemore
Springs is fire-brewed with nothing but
hops, barley, yeast and our own spring
water.

If you find Dan in a Beaver Valley trout
stream, you’ll also find a couple of cans

of Creemore Springs stashed in a quiet

pool nearby. After all, patience should
be rewarded.

Creemore Springs. It’s Just Different Up Here.
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Two Top Real Estate Professionals
Power Up to Sell Blue Mountain
Ellen&Maggi...the Team
Over the many years of our professional real estate careers
we have developed a keen understanding of the markets in
and around the Resort, our surrounding communities, in
Collingwood, at the Mountain and on the Bay.
By leveraging the chemistry we honed over years of selling
Blue Mountain real estate together, we have developed the
perfect fit – for our many clients, and for us.
Our slogan: Trusted, Experienced, Connected speaks to an
attitude of caring, professionalism and old-fashioned hard
work that goes a long way to establishing the rich, longterm relationships we both value so much.
Drawing upon our own relocation experiences, we take great
pride in helping families find the very best options to realize
their lifestyle dreams.
Whether a resort home at Blue Mountain Village or beyond,
with rental potential, or perhaps a condo, cottage, chalet or
single family home, the opportunities are as varied as the
clients that we serve.
It’s a tremendous joy for us to help families find the home
that’s just right for them. We know that they will grow to
love and appreciate this wonderful area as much as we do.

Ellen & Maggi

BuyBlue.ca
Ellen* 705 441.2630
ellen@ellenjarman.com
Maggi* 705 444.3342
maggi@maggiolson.com

ELLEN JARMAN*

MAGGI OLSON*

Visit BuyBlue.ca to view
listings in our new 24 page
real estate magazine.

*Sales Representatives

Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage, 393 First Street, Collingwood • 705 445.5454

Top 100 Sales Associates in Canada
January to December 2011

NIPISSING RIDGE

POST & BEAM

SOUTH END OF BLUE

Contemporary custom built 3050 sq. ft. home/
chalet with 5 bedrooms & 3 ½ baths. 2nd level deck
with unobstructed views of the ski hills. MLS®
#20114727 $1,295,000

4 bedroom,3 ½ bath home in Historic Snowbridge,
backing onto 16th hole at Monterra Golf Course.
Wood burning fireplace, fully finished lower level.
MLS®#20120632 $859,000

Custom chalet across from O Hill. 5200 sq. ft., 6
bedrooms & 3 1/2 bathrooms; built to a very high
standard. Main floor master, finished lower level.
South end of Blue. MLS®#20111289 $1,449,000

SNOWBRIDGE GEM

NIPISSING RIDGE

PREMIER CHALET AT BASE OF BLUE

Stunning custom built post & beam chalet with 5
bedrooms & 5 baths. Unobstructed views of Blue
Mountain & Monterra. MLS®#20112058 $1,295,000

4300 sq. foot French country chalet with 6 bedrooms,
5 bathrooms & 4 fireplaces. Incredible finishings throughout. Seasonal views of Georgian Bay
MLS®#20115127 $1,995,000

4000 sq. foot 4 bedroom chalet right across from
ski lifts & South Base. High end finishings; views
from all sides. MLS®#20120408 $899,000

MAGNIFICENT IN ALL SEASONS

STUNNING CHALET IN SNOWBRIDGE

VIEW OF BLUE **New Price**

5 bedroom chalet located on private, treed lot at base
of Blue ski runs. Great layout for family & friends. Walking distance to Village at Blue. MLS®#20113067
$849,000

Beautifully designed custom built home. 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, fully finished lower level. Shuttle
service to Village; close to skiing and golf. MLS®
#20115940 $799,000

Contemporary 3200 sq. foot chalet with 4 bedrooms
& 2 1/2 bathrooms. Private, extra deep lot. Centrally located, walking distance to hills & Village.
MLS®#20120770 $689,000

Doug Gillis, Broker
705.444.3853
doug@douggillis.ca
www.douggillis.ca

RE/MAX four
seasons realty
limited, Brokerage

Rely on us for ALL your Real Estate needs!

Chris Keleher *

Paul Casey*

Cindy Ryerse *

Mardy Van Beest *

Sheila Shepherd *

Vicki Bell **

Martha P. Whitton *

Doug Lindsay *

Ian Hawkins **

Nina Margesson *

D. Barry Manchester **

Interview someone from the Royal Lepage ALL Real Estate Services TEAM and work with ALL our agents,
ALL our experience, ALL our expertise, ALL our professionalism, and get ALL our results!
* Sales Representative **Broker ***Broker of Record

Christine Smith **

Doug Linton *

Neil Thain **

$989,000

SPECTACULAR MOUNTAIN HOME - Minutes to the ski
hills, 5000+ square feet, 6 BR, 5 baths on 9 acres of
forested land. MLS®20120947
Doug Linton 705-444-9643 dflinton@rogers.com
$469, 000

ARROW HEAD AT BLUE - 4 Bedroom/ 4 Bath; Fully
Furnished, Views of Blue Mountain. MLS®20120888
Doug Lindsay 705-441-0850 dlindsay@RoyalLePage.ca
$1,090,000

WATERFRONT WITH DEEP WATER DOCK! - Lifestyle
is what it’s all about here. Rarely offered for sale.
MLS® 20120834 Christine Smith 705-888-0201
bluemountainchristine@yahoo.ca

John Giffen **

Rick Crouch **

Zig Glogowski *

$229,000

GRAND GEORGIAN - Own your own hotel room in
Intrawest Village! Monthly Income. One bdrm suite.
www.chriskeleher.ca. MLS® 20113945. Chris Keleher
705-888-4624 chriskeleher@me.com
$399,000

LIGHTHOUSE POINT – MUST SEE - Amazing panoramic
waterfront views from this 1400 Sq. ft, 2 bdrm condo. ``WOW``
factor in the renovated space! MLS®20120409. Sheila
Shepherd 705-441-6085 sheilashepherd@rogers.com
$565,000

BEAUTIFUL RANCH BUNGALOW - 20 min to Collingwood
and ski hills. 5 beds. 2 ½ acres with detached shop and
double garage for your “toys”. MLS 20121019 Christine
Smith 705-888-0201 bluemountainchristine@yahoo.ca

Jim Hanna *

Wispy Boivin *

$825,000

DEVIL’S GLEN SKI CLUB! - 3600 sq ft, 4 bdrm, 2+1
bath Chalet style home on 4 acres! Walkthrough online
www.chriskeleher.ca. MLS® 20120213
Chris Keleher 705-888-4624, chriskeleher@me.com
$278,000

SUNSET VIEWS! - ``Schooner`` floor plan in Lighthouse
Point has 2 bdrms & 2 baths. Enjoy outstanding views of
green belt, & sunsets over Georgian Bay. MLS® 20120172.
Mardy Van Beest 705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com
$698,000

WATERFRONT DOUBLE LOT - Beautifully treed and private
waterfront home on Georgian Bay.150 feet of shoreline with
sweeping views of Nottawasaga Bay. MLS®20112672
John Giffen 705-888-6791 jegiffen@me.com

Rick Wiles **

Bob Muir *

Phyllis Dineen *

$1,495,000

ALPINE SKI CLUB CHALET - Five bedroom, 4 ½
bath, custom home. With my phone number and email
address. MLS®20111971 Doug Lindsay
705-441-0850 dlindsay@RoyalLePage.ca
$748,111

CUSTOM HOME VIEW OF SKI HILLS - Stunning bungalow
with loft 4 bdrm Main floor master and laundry. Oversized
triple car garage. MLS® 20120387 Christine Smith
705-888-0201 bluemountainchristine@yahoo.ca
$455,000

ATTN... SKIERS! - Value & Views @ Base of the ski hills.
CHALET/TOWNHOME- $50,000 Upgrades Hardwood,
Granite, Stone F/P. MLS®20114614
Zig Glogowski 705-888-3080 zig@RoyalLePage.ca

$442, 500

DOWNTOWN COLLINGWOOD CONDO - Immaculate
2 + 1 bed, 3 bath Shipyard bungalow adjacent
to waterfront and trails. MLS®20120857 Martha P.
Whitton 705-443-9022 mwhitton@sympatico.ca
$600,000

148 ACRE FARM PROPERTY - Close to Hwy 26 West of
Meaford. Excellent land to farm or as private country estate
with tenant farmer. 3 bed, 1 bath. MLS®20120851
Neil Thain 416-998-5558 neil@realestatewiz.ca
$524,999

MONTERRA RIDGE - 3 Bed, 3 bath, exclusive 27 unit
condo development unit, which is destined to be the new
`address` at Blue Mountain! MLS®20120913 D. Barry
Manchester 705-446-8468 dbm@RoyalLePage.ca
$749,000

5 MINTUES FROM CRAIGLEITH & ALPINE SKI CLUBS!
7 Bedroom, 5 bath chalet in Georgian woodlands.
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com MLS®20120820
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca
$229,000

HILLSIDE CHATEAU RIDGE CONDO AT BLUE MOUNTAIN!
Furnished & equipped ground floor 2 bedroom, 2 bath.
MLS®20120821 Jim Hanna 705-441-5272
jimhanna@rogers.com
$249,000

BRIARWOOD AT CRANBERRY! NEW PRICE! 3 Bedrooms,
1,235 sq.ft, hardwood floors, gas f/p, finished lower
level. MLS®20115678 Nina Margesson
705-994-2444 nina@margesson.com

$237,000

$349,900

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED - 2 bedroom bungalow in
Collingwood, amazing kitchen, 35x10 deck, lot 60x120
fenced rear yard. MLS®20120749 Phyllis Dineen
705-445-5520 dineentall@sympatico.ca
$499,000

GEORGIAN MEADOWS - 4 Bedrooms, finished
basement/entertainment area, 3.5 baths, fenced in
backyard. MLS®20111539 Phyllis Dineen
705-445-5520 dineentall@sympatico.ca
$349,900

JUST UNDER 2 ACRES - Private bush lot, custom built
home, 4 bdrms, 3 full baths. Over 2600 sq. ft plus
detached heated shop! MLS®20120929
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca
$469,000

CHARM AND CHARACTER! - 1.5 acre lot with renovated and
updated Victorian! 3 plus bedrooms, huge eat-in kitchen.
Minutes to Creemore and the Glen! MLS®20120185
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca
$768,750

COLLINGWOOD C-4 COMMERCIAL - 3 bdrm apt up or
use all comm, on-site parking, completely renovated.
MLS®20116059 D. Barry Manchester
705-446-8468 dbm@RoyalLePage.ca
$239,000

TRAILWOODS - Timber Frame Bungalow. 3 Bed, 3 Bath,
Gorgeous executive home, magnificent Kitchen. MUST
SEE! MLS®20120703 Rick Crouch 705-443-1037
rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com
$2,150,000

SKI-IN, SKI-OUT CHATEAU RIDGE CONDO AT BLUE!
2 Bedroom, 2 bath, convenient hillside location!
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com MLS®20120942
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca
$585,000

CUSTOM BUILT WATERFRONT HOME! - 5 Acre estate
lot, 290Ft of waterfront. 3,300 Sq.ft, spectacular views!
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com MLS®20120589
Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca
$194,900

THE WESTIN AT BLUE MOUNTAIN! - 4th Floor location,
overlooking village. 2 Bedroom, 2 bath end suite.
MLS®20112103 Wispy Boivin 705-888-7212
wispy2010@gmail.com
$1,250,000

BACKING ONTO GREENBELT! - Spacious 3 bedroom, 2
bath townhome. 1,250 Sq.ft., hardwood floors, reverse
floor plan. MLS®20120674
Bob Muir 705-443-0773 bobmuir@royallepage.ca
$369,900

A PIECE OF UTOPIA! - 3 Bedroom Pan abode bungalow.
50 Acres, pond, trails, campsite. MLS®20114393
Vel Ivardi 705-445-5520 Ext: 235
allreal@RoyalLePage.com

CREEKSIDE - 1800 sq. feet. 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath.
Finished basement, and an oversized two-car garage has
2 inside entry points. MLS® 20120368 Paul Casey
705-606-2510 paulcasey@RoyalLePage.com

330 FIRST ST, COLLINGWOOD, ON
705.445.5520 • 1.877.445.5520

www.royALLepagecollingwood.com
ALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD., BROKERAGE.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

$399,900

BEAUTIFUL LOG HOME! - Open concept kitchen, dining
and living room main level soaring cathedral ceilings.4
bedrooms, 3 baths and 2 fireplaces. MLS®20120417
Neil Thain 416-998-5558 neil@realestatewiz.ca
$169,900

MUST SEE! MEAFORD CHARMER! - Perfect for first time
buyers! Updated and open concept! Fully landscaped
and fenced lot perfect for BBQ’s! MLS®20120057
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca
$1,489,500

CAPE COD INSPIRED WATERFRONT HOME - Simply
Charming! 4 Bed, 3 Bath. Over 2,800 sq.ft. of finished
space. MLS®20120669 Rick Crouch 705-443-1037
rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com
$259,900

CLOSE TO SCHOOLS! - 3 Bedroom, 1,686 sq. ft, gas heat,
central air, walk-out to oversized deck.
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com MLS®20120714
Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca
$349,000

BLUE MOUNTAIN LOG CABIN! - Recently updated, 3
bedrooms, 1,200 +sq.ft., 2 gas fireplaces. Incredible
views! MLS®20120823
Rick Wiles 705-445-5520 rwiles@royallepage.ca
$279,999

LIGHTHOUSE POINT - “Iris“ Model 3 Bed, 2 Bath,
Oversized large deck. Large Single Garage.
MLS®20120863 Paul Casey 705-606-2510
paulcasey@RoyalLePage.com

Canada’s Most
Exclusive Luxury
Property Program
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On the cover: Who represents the mountain bikers at Three Stage? Good question. Colin Field Photo
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MLonline

Don’t think we’ve
covered all the issues?
Make yourself heard
at mountaInlifemag.ca.
Those comment boxes
are waiting… bring it.

Pat Paule working out all his issues at Three Stage. Colin field photo
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jewels

fieldnotes

Night
Ride

I recently took a night ride through Jerusalem.
Old Jerusalem. On a full-suspension mountain
bike. There were stairs to drop, ramps to climb
and obstacles to conquer.
We saw the Jewish Quarter, the Muslim
Quarter and the Christian Quarter. We rode
through dim yellow-glowing, cobblestoned
streets, misty with rain and the wear of a
thousand years.
	It snowed later in the night. In the morning tour groups came: religious busloads of
Americans, Japanese, Ethiopians and Russians. People from across the globe jockeying
for position to see, touch, or stick a piece of
paper in whatever they considered holy.
My travel companion, a photographer with
a life most would envy, has issues with religion.
“My religion is a powder turn or singletrack,”
he repeated throughout the trip. And as I write
it now, I realize how clichéd it sounds. But I
knew what he meant.
Personally, I didn’t have a religious experience in Old Jerusalem. I touched the place
where Christ’s body was laid, stroked the ancient
stone of the Wailing Wall and set eyes upon the
Al-Aqsa Mosque. I didn’t feel a thing, except perhaps awe at the amount of history in one place.
Mentioning the word “religion” in any
sense is an issue. It’s instantly polarizing.
Everyone has a unique and personal opinion
about how it all works, who deserves what,
why things happen, or where we’re all headed.
Throwing the words “faith” and “singletrack”
into the same sentence will no doubt raise
some people’s blood pressure.
	Issues are like that. There are no easy
answers. There’s no right or wrong, no black
or white, no simple solution. Yet everyone has
issues. Some are worth worrying about, others
not so much. Some keep us awake at night or
plague us throughout the day. Some are as
trivial as our self-image, while others are as
serious as our health. Some are fleeting while
others last generations.
	It wasn’t until I was on the singletrack just
outside Jerusalem, in what is technically the
West Bank, that I felt anything close to religion.
The 2000-year-old Sugar Trail dropped nearly
900 metres to the Dead Sea in a rollercoaster of
ecstatic meditation. And that brought me bliss.
	I realize not everyone will appreciate the
opinions in the Issues Issue. But a wise friend
once told me that a recent political movement
was, “at the very least, creating dialogue.”
And we hope the Issues Issue will do just
that. Let the discussion begin.

– Colin Field, Editor
Jerusalem. kari medig photo
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feedback

season so far. Second at the European Cup at
Bad Kleinkirchheim, Austria Super G on her
Rossignol skis. Here’s a pic of her after the
event with trophy in one hand and skis in the
other. Prizes for anyone who can guess what
the giant R stands for on the ski. –Ed.

Occupy Talisman

Rossignol, Rossignol,
Rossignol
Dear Editor:
Firstly I wanted to say that I am a big fan of
your magazine. As a result of your earlier story
on the ski burning ritual to bring good conditions and an enjoyable season, I resurrected
this old family tradition that we did back in the
day in Sault Ste. Marie. We have since built this
into our own traditions; however, we may have
been doing it wrong based on the snowfall to
date around here. On the other hand, our family
is having a fun time, so maybe it does work!
The real reason I am writing you today is
to request clarification on the most recent edition in which a significant sponsor of Canadian
Ski Team athlete, Larisa Yurkiw, appeared to
be overlooked [see “The Gear Up Here,” ML
Winter 2012, p.78]. Rossignol has been an
enormous part of not just Larisa’s competitive
career, but has supported many fine athletes
over the years and is an integral part of ski
racing in Canada. Rossignol’s continued commitment to ski racing hinges on the support
they receive from various sources and with the
world’s ski industry shrinking, we really need to
support these companies at every opportunity.
Respectfully,
John Mealey
Volunteer Sports Agent
representing Larisa Yurkiw

I have no idea how we missed getting Rossignol into the sponsor list, when Rossignol is
obviously one of her main sponsors. Who can
we fire for omitting Rossignol? Oh, yeah, the
fact checker forgot about Rossignol! See ya
later, fact checker. And we sincerely congratulate Rossignol’s athlete Larissa Yurkiw on her
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Dear Editor:
I have always said that this site [see “Occupy
Talisman?”, ML Winter 2012, p.24] would be
a prime place for freestyle ski and snowboard
training and in the summer a mountain bike
training facility. The terrain and site are perfect
for a freestyle snow mecca.
	I am currently helping to facilitate the Occupy Barrie meetings every Wednesday night
and I am social coordinator at Beaver Valley.
The past three years I was the Director of The
Association of Ontario Snowboarders. With this
level of experience I have a reach into the community that could be valuable in a movement to
Occupy Talisman.
Please let me know who I connect with and
how I can join the folks at ML to make this a
reality. I would be willing to contribute time and
skills to this; please let me know how.
Christy Deere

Wow. When we came up with the idea of Occupy
Talisman, we didn’t realize it would strike such
a proverbial chord. But yeah, let’s do it, Christy!
We’re just gonna need you to go ahead and
build the web site, organize the people, deal

with the lawyers, real estate agents, councilors,
banks, disgruntled former employees, then
foot the bill for all of it. And don’t forget, we’re
putting new coversheets on all the TPS reports
before they go out now. So if you could go
ahead and try to remember to do that from now
on, that’d be great. Let us know when the lifts
are running! –Ed.

Mapping Karsts
Dear Editor:
Thank you for publishing a great article on
karst and Duncan Lake [see “Karst Unlimited,”
ML Winter 2012, p.20]. As a member of the
Friends of Duncan Lake Environmental Protection Group, I would very much appreciate to
find out if the photo provided by Colin Field is
an abstract one or one that was taken from the
actual hydrological/karst study for the area.
If it is the actual, what publication is the photo
from? Kindly advise,
Thank you very much,
Best Regards
Vojka Glazar

Making that image was extremely scientific.
First we had to use GIS imaging to create
the map. Each place name was meticulously
arranged so as to provide factual information.
Spelling was checked, then the fine folks at our
local print shop, printed up a high resolution,
ultra fine print on premium-lustre photo paper.
Then we put the map under glass, dribbled
some water on top of it and took a photo. –Ed.

Leave Her Breathless.
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Know Peace
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Colin Field
I have issues with publications that use the sales pitch, “Hey, if you advertise with us, we’ll write
a four-page feature about your product/company.” Personally, as a reader, I find it insulting. No
doubt it’s a great sales tool, but it makes for weak editorial content and a weak overall product.
A magazine should feature unbiased editorial that is produced independently of the ad sales team.
If it doesn’t, if articles are written and/or photographed by the advertisers themselves, well, in my
mind, it’s not actually a magazine: It’s a brochure.

Allison Kennedy Davies
“Dude, I tweeted you after I followed you on Pinterest to ask you why you unfriended me. If you’re
not online, maybe you can just hit me back with a text?” Just a few years ago, that sentence
didn’t exist. I have issues with the World Wide Web. As a telecommuter (another “new” word for
someone who works from a remote office), the internet is a blessing and a curse. I am in “touch”
with more “friends” than ever, they watch my toddler grow up – frame by frame – getting a playby-play of my daily life. For all this connection, I can go an entire workday without uttering a single
word out loud – and boy do those ladies at the post office know it! If you meet me on the street at
5 p.m., don’t stop… unless you can give me the human contact I’ve been YouTubing all day.

Glen Harris
We have a drawer in my kitchen that I have serious issues with: the Tupperware drawer. It is filled
with assorted sizes and shapes. Half moon, rectangular, glass, plastic, square, others that are
square and similar, but not quite the same dimension. And the lids, all mixed up together in a pile.
What the hell? Is there even a single match in there? I am not sure if this feeling that comes over
me is an actual “disorder” but I just call it Tupperware rage. Sure, I could just relax, sift through,
and treat it like a puzzle … but no. It is about getting a seal, and getting on with my day. I try to
eat everything now at meals just to avoid going in there.

Amélie Légaré
My issue is with people who treat the outside like a giant garbage. I wish anyone who throws
cigarette butts out of car windows or their pop can in the bushes would instantly be labelled in
the middle of their foreheads with black ink. I can’t comprehend how someone can love nature
enough to go on a hiking trail and yet add their rubbish to the forest.

Ned Morgan
I have an issue with All Terrain Vehicles despoiling protected hiking trails – particularly in the
Bayview Escarpment Provincial Nature Reserve outside of my hometown. They drive right past the
sign reading NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES (some individual even sprayed the sign with a shotgun).
Their tire tracks have created a series of ruts so deep they’re filled with water year round. The
ATVs must drive four abreast, so wide is the muddy swath of destruction extending for several
kilometres into the heart of the reserve. The MNR is too understaffed to enforce the rules, so no
one can stop these renegades. Proper ATV clubs – who ride only on sanctioned land – disown
them. I can’t think of anything more antithetical to the idea of a nature reserve than disturbing it
with four fat tires, loud engines, and exhaust fumes.
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MEN WITH KNIVES

CATERING WITH FIRE & SMOKE
FEATURING THE APPLEWOOD EXPRESS BARBECUE SMOKER

www.yachtchartersthornbury.com
info@yachtchartersthornbury.com 705.606.2233

705 888 5125
www.menwithknives.ca
menwithknives@sympatico.ca
Providing private, corporate and event catering
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Hopefully, Ontario remains gashole free.

fracking gasholes
“Fracking” (hydraulic fracturing) is an industry slang term now in common
parlance. It refers to fractures in subterranean rock that facilitate the flow
of latent natural gas or oil. Exploration companies drill wells hundreds to
thousands of feet below the surface and then pump fluids – water, various chemicals, plus sand or ceramic pellets – at high pressure into the
wellbore to create the fractures.
Fracking is under fire in the U.S. for its ties to water-table pollution
and other environmental concerns publicized in the 2010 documentary
film Gasland. So far in Canada, fracking occurs mostly in Alberta. Recent
news reports have speculated on the likelihood of fracking in various
locations in southern Ontario including the Utica Shale, which extends
under the Blue Mountains region.
Joe van Overberghe, Executive Director of the Ontario Petroleum
Institute – a non-profit industry association based in London – told ML
in a telephone interview that there is no unconventional natural gas
extraction in Ontario at this time, and probably not in the near future. We
asked van Overberghe what exactly “unconventional” entails. “Basically
‘unconventional’ means going into a tighter formation that you couldn’t
get into before. The hydraulic fracturing technology wasn’t there to bring
it out until about five years ago.”
The Utica Shale is an unconventional play. (“Play” is an industry
term meaning, roughly, “venture.”) That means the gas is latent in shale
deposits and more difficult to get at – it requires fracking – unlike
“conventional” deposits, which yield without the aid of fracking.
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“And the shale is much different here in Ontario than it is in
Michigan, where it’s much thicker,” says van Overberghe. “There’s more
opportunity there, as in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York – it’s a different
geology. I won’t say it will never happen in Ontario but at this point, I don’t
see it happening.”

Fracking is under fire in the U.S. for its ties to watertable pollution and other environmental concerns
Van Overberghe gives another reason for the improbability of fracking in
Ontario anytime soon: these days, natural gas is “uneconomic.” For a
variety of factors including oversupply and a slackening of demand due to
the recession, gas prices continue to fall.
But the technology of hydraulic fracturing is cost-efficient and
more accessible than ever. If markets change, and markets always do,
Ontario could see unconventional natural gas plays. The Environmental
Commissioner’s Report, released late last year, confronted the spectre
of fracking. “He [Commissioner Gord Miller] did talk about it,” says van
Overberghe, “and he talked about how the Ministry of Natural Resources
and the Ministry of the Environment need to work together on this issue
along with industry. So those discussions are happening at all levels.”
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Blowing Hot & Cold
Looking for answers to the wind-farm conundrum
By Paul Wilson

Call me a fool, but I’ve always wondered what’s not to like about wind power. The
“fuel” is free and renewable, there are virtually no emissions, and the technology
is elegant and relatively simple – just what the doctor ordered for a beleaguered
planet. I also happen to like the look of modern windmills, and still feel a small
thrill when I drive out of Shelburne on my way home and see them on the horizon, turning slowly in the breeze. (I know, I know – they’re not in my back yard,
but bear with me.) There’s also the romance of it. Before steam and the internal
combustion engine, it was mainly wind, augmented by horse and muscle power, that
drove the world’s most advanced economies, propelled their ships, ground their
wheat, and powered their looms. In that sense, the recent dramatic increase in wind
turbine farms here in Ontario marks the return of a technology that has a long and
honourable pedigree. Arguments like this may be soft-headed and hardly likely
to change the mind of a die-hard wind power opponent, but I’m just saying: until I
started digging into the issue, that was about where I stood. Not exactly on solid
ground, you could say, and you’d be right.

Ethan Meleg photo
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t5
152 Jozo Weider Boulevard, Uni
Village at Blue | 705 -444-0707
TORONTO
2648 Yonge Street | 416 -486-4141

hatleystore.com

infants | kids | women | men | ice cream

“Look, your grace,” said Sancho Panza,
“those things that appear over there aren’t
giants, but windmills, and what looks like
their arms are sails that are turned by the
wind and make the grindstones move.”
“It seems clear to me,” replied Don Quixote,
“that thou are not well-versed in the matter
of adventures: those are giants, and if thou
art afraid, then move aside and start to pray,
whilst I enter with them in fierce and unequal combat.”
– Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote
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	Now, after several weeks of reading, surfing, downloading
documents and talking to people who know more about wind
power than I ever will, I’m prepared to admit that, yes, there’s a
lot wrong with wind power. But it’s not necessarily the technology
that’s at fault. It’s us.
	Let me explain.
Attitudes to wind power, as polarized as they may seem,
actually exist on a continuum that stretches from hardcore
proponents on the one hand to the hardcore opponents on the
other, with a very broad middle ground in between. The hardcore supporters tend to be public policy makers, government
bureaucrats, turbine designers and manufacturers, the energy
companies that invest in the wind farms, and so on: people,
you might say, who have a vested interest in wind power or who
believe in it so completely that they are sometimes willing to
ignore, or even worse, conceal some inconvenient facts. The
giants are good, and must be defended at all costs.
The hardcore opponents include those who believe that
the rush to wind power is a terrible mistake that can’t possibly
live up to its promises. It’s an erratic power source, dominated
by foreign-based multinationals who are siphoning money out
of the province and not paying their proper taxes. Moreover,
wind farms can ruin your health, despoil the environment, bring
down property values, kill birds and bats, undermine democracy and sow dissention in otherwise harmonious communities.
At the extreme end of this spectrum you will find a lunatic
fringe who believe that Ontario’s recently passed Green Energy
Act, which underpins all of this, is frog-marching us into a
phony future. Not only is wind power a bad idea, they say,
but the whole push to replace fossil and nuclear power with
“renewables” (meaning wind, solar, biomass, tide, wave, and
other “clean” forms of power generation) is actually a colossal
and sinister fraud perpetrated on innocent citizens to separate
them from their hard-earned money. These are the people who,
at anti-wind farm rallies during the provincial election campaign
last fall, held up signs equating Premier Dalton McGuinty
with Colonel Gadaffi because they both like (or, in Gadaffi’s
case, liked) the colour green. The giants are evil and must be
smashed.
	In the middle ground – let’s call it Sancho Panza territory
– are those who see wind turbines for what they really are: another technology in an expanding tool-kit. To varying degrees,
the Sancho Panzas are mitigators and facilitators. They favour
“renewables,” yet they also concede that large wind farms in
settled areas create tensions that need easing, sooner rather
than later. They believe that most of the existing problems can
be avoided in the future by proper siting, and proper contracts.
They are organized in advocacy groups of one form or another,
like Environmental Defence, or the Sierra Club of Ontario, both
of whom have recently released brochures countering the rising
tide of anti–wind power sentiment. There are NGOs like the
Community Power Fund, who among other things, are pushing
hard for a variety of collective ownership models so that those
most directly affected by wind power can share its benefits.
Somewhere in the centre of this middle ground are organizations like the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, which recently
called for a temporary suspension in the awarding of new feedin tariff contracts to wind farm proponents (they insist this is
not a call for a moratorium) until outstanding issues like proper
set-backs from dwellings, or bad contracts that put farmers at
a permanent disadvantage, can be resolved. According to Vice
President Don McCabe, the OFA neither endorses wind power
nor rejects it; it just wants to see its membership – which
includes over 90 percent of Ontario farmers – get a fair shake.

Ethan Meleg photo

We don’t need to get rid of wind power, we just
need to be smarter about how we deploy it.

Rapidly moving to the far end of that middle ground are
50 or so grassroots protest groups formed to monitor and
resist specific wind farm proposals. The southern Georgian
Bay area is a hotbed: Bruce county has six pressure groups,
Grey and Simcoe counties have four each. And they’ve had
their work cut out for them. A new wind farm, Fairview, near
Creemore (20 turbines) is scheduled to start construction this
summer, while the Silcote Corners project northwest of Meaford (26 turbines) is still clearing hurdles.
Almost all of these groups are now affiliated with an
umbrella organization called Ontario Wind Resistance (formerly Wind Concerns Ontario). Under the guidance of John
Laforet – a former Liberal operative, and ex-president of WCO
who now runs a consultancy, Broadview Strategy Group, that
advises OWR on tactics and messaging – these groups have
been co-opted into a broader and far more politicized attack
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on wind power. Last year, Wind Concerns Ontario jumped
into the provincial election campaign, aligning itself with the
Tories and focusing on ridings with strong opposition to wind
farms. It almost succeeded. The Ontario Liberals lost their
majority, and it was generally conceded that wind power had
sunk them. Seven Liberal incumbents in the targeted ridings
were unseated, including three ministers, one of whom was the
environment minister.
The backlash wasn’t long in coming. Wind Concerns
Ontario is currently facing an investigation by Elections Ontario
for allegedly spending more than $500 during the election
campaign while failing to register as a third party, in violation of
Section 37.5 (1) of the Election Finances Act. Laforet told the
Toronto Star in January that the charges were “baseless.” But
Ontario Wind Resistance is playing partisan games, urging its
members to walk out of events attended by Premier McGuinty,
and supporting a private members bill calling for a moratorium
on future wind farms.
	In this bare-knuckle, highly politicized atmosphere, it’s
hard to have a cool, grown-up conversation about wind power.
But that’s exactly what we need most now. We need far more
community involvement in power generation. And we need a
deeper understanding of the real complaints of some who live
near large wind turbines: headaches, nausea, vertigo, ringing
in the ear, insomnia, irritability, depression. These impacts can
be so severe that people abandon their homes.
Most of the symptoms can probably be traced back to the
side effects of interrupted sleep caused by the noise – a low,
whooshing sound – that the windmills emit, and the hum of
the step-up transformers that feed the current into the grid. To
the naked ear of a casual observer like me, those sounds are
no louder than normal background noise. But what do I know?
The impact of sound is also a subjective thing that’s impossible to measure with technical instruments. But I do know that
I’ve heard far worse. In my student years, I was nearly driven
insane by the 24/7 din of the cut-and-cover operation to build
the University subway line in Toronto. So I do know there’s
almost nothing worse than being kept awake at night by noise
you can’t escape. That belongs in the category of cruel and
unusual punishment, and should be against the law. It’s just
that I’m not sure that the swish-and-whoosh of a wind turbine
is even in the same league.
Still, it was disturbing to learn that until recently, the
Ministry of the Environment tended to suppress the number
of complaints it received. And it was even more shocking, in a
way, to read that some of the multinational wind farm conglomerates, like Suncor, TransAlta, or Acciona Energy, have been
building gag orders into their contracts with farmers, making
it virtually impossible for researchers to gather the necessary
information. How else will we ever be able to settle the question? Trisha and Shawn Drennan, whose ancestral home will be
in the middle of a massive new 140-turbine development called
Kingsbridge II, north of Goderich, have challenged the legality
of those gag orders in court. I hope they win.
But I also hope that if they do win, the victory won’t be
used as just another weapon to batter away at the evil giants
of wind power. That would be crazy. We don’t need to get rid of
wind power, we just need to be smarter about how we deploy
it. To me, the answer is pretty straightforward: it’s location,
location, location. And discussion, discussion, discussion.
Ontario’s a big place, with plenty of empty spaces, plenty of
technical and economic know-how, plenty of smart people and
plenty of good ideas. All that’s missing right now is the good
will.
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Thank you for ten fabulous years and looking forward to ten more
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Casually Sophisticated in the Village at Blue Mountain
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Collingwood’s Finest
golF and soCial Club

O s l e r B r O O k G O l f a n d C O u n t r y C l u B is one of the area’s newest and finest private golf clubs. With the
deep green of the Niagara Escarpment as a backdrop and the rich blue waters of the Georgian Bay shoreline
ever present, we have some of the most breathtaking vistas in the region.
A private club owned and operated by its members for its members, this stunning Graham Cooke designed
championship course provides an uncompromised golf experience through its design, some of the best practice
facilities in Canada and its caring and professional staff. With six tee boxes per hole we provide a unique
combination of pleasure and challenge for golfers of all handicaps and playing abilities.
Our striking clubhouse is fully equipped for all of your dining and entertaining needs. Whether it is a quick snack and
a beverage after golf or a more refined dining experience, we have exactly what you need. Our patio provides a
magnificent panoramic view of Georgian Bay and there is no finer place to socialize and enjoy friends and family.

A UNiqUE OppOrtUNity
t O p l Ay O s l E r B r O O k !
Trial MeMberships available
there’s never been a better time to join! take the
guesswork out of a golf membership and come and
join us this season. Our trial Membership program gives
you all of the privileges of membership for 2011 without
paying initiation Fees. play the finest golf course in the
region, no strings attached!

vip MeMber for a Day
Come out and play the course, our Members play
every day! still looking for a course to call home? Our
Vip Member for a Day program lets you experience all
we have to offer, golf, cart and lunch at one low price.
Come for the day, you may stay for a lifetime!

Junior prograMs
New for 2011…….open to the community.
OslerBrook members strongly believe in family and
community and in 2011 we are offering a limited number
of Junior Memberships to young aspiring golfers in the
Collingwood area. Our members believe that junior
players are the life blood of golf’s future and we know
it can provide young individuals with a cornerstone for
life. A limited number of junior golfing memberships are
being offered to the community for $350.00.

CorporaTe assoCiaTe prograM
When you only want the best for your customers!
We are pleased to announce that in 2011 we are
offering our new “Corporate Associate program” that
will provide local businesses with an opportunity to
enjoy a private country club experience, without the
private club price tag! this program is perfect for those
businesses that want to entertain their best customers or
reward their loyal staff with a game of golf.
CO U r s E A r Ch i t E Ct
G E N E rA l M A N A G E r

CpGA DirECtOr OF GOlF
C OU rsE s U pE ri Nt ENDENt

Graham Cooke
steve Elliott
Dustin Doyon
Jason honeyball*

*Winner of the 2010 CsGA Environmental Award

For details on all Membership information please visit our website www.oslerbrook.com
or call linda Morra - Director of Membership sales at (705) 444-5588 ext. 113
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Is that a samsquanch or just some moron in a monkey suit? Colin Field Photo

Ontario sasquatch?
Whether you’re a skeptic or a total believer, one thing about sasquatches
is hard to believe: that they’re in Southern Ontario. But if you check out
ontariosasquatch.com, well, perhaps, you can be convinced.
Dedicated to providing a place for witnesses to share their experiences, the site is serious about proving the existence of the sasquatch.
An interactive sightings map for all Ontario lists 73 sightings. From as far
back as 1906 in Cobalt, to as recently as 2010 in Lake Superior Provincial Park, each sighting is quasi-scientifically investigated, and the site
operators interview each witness when possible. While some sightings
are obviously weak cases for the sasquatch’s existence (“hearings” more
than actual sightings), others are, well, up to the reader to decide.
Locally there have been three sightings: Dundalk in 1987, Markdale
in 1995 and St. Thomas in 2007. The latter, on the Elgin Trail, is perhaps
the most convincing.
“I saw this thing coming down and it had reddish hair,” says eyewitness Shaun C. in an interview with sasquatch artist Pat Barker. “It had a
conical shaped head. It didn’t have a neck. The head seemed to be right
on the shoulders. It had a hunched back, long arms and a very easy gait.
It was either ignoring us or it didn’t see us, because it was walking with
a purpose. It was a very easy lope. I mean it didn’t hesitate. It just came
down the hill, crossed the creek and up the other side, and it vanished.”
Barker goes on to conclude, “I think Shaun is telling the truth.
He was credible and consistent in his descriptions of the location, the
event, and the creature. In addition, Shaun is a trained professional in the
health care system, and holds a position of trust and responsibility at his
place of employment, and within his community.”
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Sure, this doesn’t prove much, but it makes a person wonder what
the hell Shaun saw.
At more than a million square kilometres, it isn’t hard to imagine
that something could hide in Ontario’s wilderness. Many of Canada’s
First Nations peoples have their own versions of the sasquatch; the
Ojibway and Cree call it the Manasoocan, which roughly translates as,
“tall hairy man-like thing with red burning eyes and a very bad smell.”
Formed in 2006, Ontario Sasquatch had five founding members and
now has members throughout the province, all volunteers. Investigating
all reports with interviews and field visits, the group maintains that while
they are curious about the many eyewitness sightings, they are also
skeptical – and sympathetic to those who see the elusive creature.
“We understand that when a person sees something that isn’t supposed to exist it can be a life-changing experience. Not only is there a
shock factor involved, but there is often ridicule and disbelief from family
and friends if they talk about their experience. We’re here to help those
who contact us.”
Here at Mountain Life we’ve got one question: do you have something to confess?

DIY
Think you heard a sasquatch? Check out gb.mountainlifemag.ca for an
audio clip of sasquatch howls.

photo by Richard Galloway
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Escarpment!

Stomp out Quarrying!
Saturday May 12, 2012

The Peak to Peak Escarpment Challenge invites you one
and all to step into your hiking boots and step up to protect
our beloved Niagara Escarpment. Each step along the way
is a personal statement that our UNESCO World Biosphere
Reserve is not to be destroyed by aggregate quarrying.
HERE ARE THE DETAILS:
• Pre-register at
www.peaktopeakhike.com.

• Refreshment stations.
• Post-Hike Celebration, hearty buffet
BBQ, Aaron Garner plays live, silent
auction of escarpment art donated by
artists of GBACA.

• Fund raise
(donations are tax deductible).
• Meet at a century farm - west of
Duntroon.
• Pre-Hike send-off Continental Breakfast.
• All-family event, for all ages, including
children’s activities by Tin Roof Global.
• Interpretive naturalists will speak about
the importance of the Escarpment.

• Prize draws for top fund raisers.
One lucky winner will win a
$5000 value getaway to the
remote and beautiful Fogo Island,
Newfoundland and Labrador donated by the Shorefast Foundation.

CHOOSE YOUR CHALLENGE!

It’s a great opportunity to experience our Escarpment up close and personal
– the caves, the views, the cascading streams, the wildflowers. Please join us.

1

Escarpment
Challenge
Hike 26 km

2

Peak to Peak
Hike 20 km

3

Valley
Climb
Hike
12 km

4

Caves
Hike 6 km
or 8.5 km

The Peak to Peak Escarpment Challenge is a fundraiser to support the Clearview Community Coalition
and Environmental Defence Canada in their efforts to stop quarrying on the Niagara Escarpment.

R e g i s t e r a t w w w. p e a k t o p e a k h i k e . c o m
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at ScenicCaves

Collingwood / Blue Mountains

Your three-hour guided tour includes
• Tree-top Canopy walk • 1000 ft Escarpment Zip-line Ride with 150 ft
vertical drop • 300 ft Forest Zip-line Ride • 420 ft Suspension Bridge
• Caves and Caverns to explore • Unique Flora
and Fauna • Natural and Native History Tour
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

1-1/2 Hours North of Toronto • sceniccaves.com • (705) 446-0256 ext.227

A UNIQUE ENCLAVE
OF 43 ESTATE LOTS AT
THE FOOT OF OSLER BLUFFS

THE BRECKENRIDGE - BY STONE CUSTOM HOMES - OFFERED AT $1,295,000

6 TH STREET

TO COLLINGWOOD

O S L E R S ID
E R OA

D

TO BLUE MTN

•
•
•
•

1.04 to 2.4 Acre Estate Lots
Choose Your Lot
Choose Your Builder
Tennis Courts, Walking Trails, Pond
windrosevalley.com

TO OSLER B
LUFF SKI C
LUB

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN

Corner Sixth Street & Osler Sideroad

LUSH REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
lushrealty.com | info@lushrealty.com | 705.444.7653
See Sales Representaive for more details. E. & O.E. Renderings are artists concept.

Fall/Winter
spring 2011
2012
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Greg Sturch finds out just how marginal the ski conditions are. Greg Sturch photo

snow problem
Winter may be on its way out, but many Ontario
residents will remember the winter of 2011–
2012 as a bare and odd one. Some were riding
their bikes around town, others hanging laundry
on the line. David Phillips, senior climatologist
at Environment Canada, called it “wacky”, and
southern Georgian Bay got a good taste of this
wackiness. Any snow that landed was cooked
by the next day’s warm temperatures, often
accompanied by rain. “There’s a new norm:
Expect the unexpected,” said Phillips.
Last year we had some of the best
snowfall we’ve had in decades – we even had
to truck snow out of downtown Collingwood.
Everything seemed normal then. What’s the big
deal about a winter with sparse snowfall? Well,
it’s the bigger picture. Global temperatures are
increasing, causing these weather changes
and more severe weather events worldwide.
This is documented time and time again by
the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change), and leading climate scientists. The
David Suzuki Foundation’s 2009 report On Thin
Ice: Winter Sports and Climate Change shows
that since the Industrial Revolution, the global
average temperature has increased by 0.74°C.
Canada has actually experienced twice that
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increase because of our proximity to the North
Pole. Consider that ice forms at 0°C, but not
at 1°C. One degree is a big deal to keep winter
cool. Since 1995, the Ontario snow season has
become shorter by two weeks. The Mount Forest
weather station gave an early February 2012
temperature average of 0°C. In 2005 this was
-5°C, and in 1993 -11.5°C. The earth is getting
warmer. Sometimes this means more snow for
the Great Lakes region, sometimes less.

ary – and received a powder day in return. But
beyond praying, hoping, and making the best
of it, there is more that we can do. The fate of
the winter sports that shape Canadian outdoor
culture – skiing, snowshoeing, pond-hockey,
skating – is in our hands. For many of us, this
is also the fate of our livelihoods.
If everyone were willing to do one thing,
what would make the biggest reduction in
global warming? “Walk,” says Michele Rich at

”Human activities, primarily the burning of fossil fuels, have greatly intensified the natural greenhouse effect, causing global warming”
(IPCC Fourth Assessment Report: Climate Change).
From Suzuki’s report, if we continue with
our current rate of greenhouse gas emissions,
then southern Ontario could lose 46 percent of
our ski season in the next 50 years, even with
high-tech snowmaking. That will shut down most
of our downhill resorts and many of our crosscountry centres across Ontario and Quebec.
So what are we actually doing about it?
Colorado’s Vail resorts invited their longest
standing residents, the Southern Ute people,
to perform a traditional snow dance last Janu-

the Environment Network. “Walk as often as
possible. Eliminate the short car trips. It only
takes seven minutes to walk one kilometre.” For
some of us, a one-kilometre walk only gets us
further down the dirt road, but why not bike?
Just as much as we are all a part of the problem, we can all be a part of the solution. Grab
your friends and your family members, and let’s
walk or bike in the name of winter.

–Kimberly Edwards

"NEW ARRIVALS WEEKLY'
32 Bruce St. S.,
thornBury • 519 599-5315
oPen 7 DAyS
•
RE-OPENING MAY LONG WEEKEND
121 MeDorA St.,
Port cArling • 705 765-1919
decorsosfashions@bmts.com

Wish school was outside?
One awesome location, 2 programs to choose from
Destination Resort Management co-op diploma (16 months)
Advanced Wilderness Leadership Certificate (12 months)

www.capilanou.ca/squamish

Located 30 minutes from Whistler, BC.
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Refresh: The Web-Free Weekend
Five years ago it was totally unacceptable to answer a cell phone while
on a chairlift. Now, if you believe everything that happens on MTV’s reality TV, it’s okay to text your ex-girlfriend while on a first date. Between
email, the internet and social media, the wonders of cyberspace have
permeated our lives. The saying “everything in moderation,” has always
seemed like sage advice, but is our intake of digital media moderate?
Weekends are precious. Planned right, they are an opportunity to
get away from it all and concentrate on the things that are important in
life: your friends and your family. Our challenge to you this spring is to
go internet and email-free for one weekend. Turn off that computer, leave
your smartphone at home and take a trip back in time.
If you’re so important that not checking your email for a weekend
will cause world hunger, set up an auto-responder. If you’re lost, use a
map. And if you absolutely need to know what Ashton and Demi are up
to on Sunday morning at 9:17 am, well, you probably need to re-evaluate
some of your core values.
We want to hear your stories about turning off, tuning out and dropping
offline for two days in a row this spring. Can you do it?

March Break! Find us on

AbraKIDabra!!
Magic Show March 13
Films: Wed. March 14
Puss in Boots 1pm
Twilight Breaking Dawn
Pt 1, 4pm

On the Stage

Marvin’s Room
Meaford Community
Theatre March 22 - 25

Spring at a Glance

Memories of Elvis

Peter Irwin & Jailhouse
Rock Band Grey Roots
Fundraiser May 6

On the Screen

The Debt March 15

Aaron Lines
Duo country
April 14 $45

Le Havre March 29

Danny Michel

Monsieur Lazhar
April 12

A New Canadian Tradition!
Combining the traditional Pub
atmosphere and the new wave
of modern upscale Sports Bar.

Open 7 Days a week
Weekdays 11am - Close
Open Weekends for Breakfast
8am - Close
54 King Street East, Thornbury, Ontario • Tel: 226.665.0255
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experimental/folk/rock/pop

May 11 $28

The Artist April 26

In the Galleries

Pastel Artists.ca
Annual Members Show
March 4 to 31
Youth Juried Show
2nd Annual Event
April 2 to 28
Queen’s Jubilee

Susan
Aglukark

contemporary/pop/country

May 19 $45

Exhibit Meaford Museum

May 1 to 24

meafordhall.ca

877.538.0463

Ticket prices will be subject to HST

promotion

Optical, sunglasses & accessOries
Optical, sunglasses & accessOries
Check out our Unique Prescription Eyewear Selection
Check out our Unique Prescription Eyewear Selection

Hydrotherapy augments the
benefits of a Massage Treatment
One of the most common questions I get asked as a massage therapist at Scandinave
Spa is whether or notILLAGE
my clients should
their massage
before or after
they use
AT getLUE
LUE
OUNTAINS
the Scandinavian Baths. I would like to start by describing the benefits and effects of
hydrotherapy in general.
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Hot and cold contrast baths have a vasodilator or vasoconstrictor effect on the body.
This means that when you go in the hot baths or saunas your blood vessels open and
allow more blood flow to come into the muscles. When you use the cold baths your
blood vessels constrict causing a pump-like effect in the muscles that pushes out
inflammation and gets rid of the excess blood flow that has come into the system from
the heat. If you have never tried a cold contrast before, give it a fair chance. Be sure to sit
in a warm relaxation area after the cold to allow the blood flow to come back into your
system naturally. This prevents excess inflammation and the warm sensation you get all
over. A 2-3 minute relaxation, is a little surprising to those who have never tried it before
but it truly benefits the body and mind.
It is a common practice for massage therapists to use heat to bring more blood flow to a
muscle group prior to the massage treatment. This allows the muscle to relax and loosen
up before massage treatment. Using the Scandinavian Baths, for example, before your
massage actually gives your muscles an opportunity to relax. As a result, your massage
therapist is better able to release any tight, stiff and/or sore muscles. Also, by using
contrast baths after your massage therapy session your body has another opportunity to
bring fresh blood flow into your muscles which helps to naturally improve the healing of
those massaged muscle groups.
So before or after? I actually tell my own clients to do both. Give yourself a little extra
time to enjoy hydrotherapy Baths before your treatment to loosen up and start the
relaxation process. Then pamper yourself again post massage. This will allow your body
and mind to completely rest so by the time you leave to face the real world again, you are
feeling loose and rejuvenated.
Sherri Garrett RMT
Scandinave Spa Blue Mountain

Roberto Cavalli
Rudy Project

Alpina Goggles
European engineered, available
with Quattroflex lens to brighten
Alpina Goggles
and sharpen vision. We also carry
European engineered, available
optical inserts for ski goggles.
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Filmmaker Jesse Gibbons assisting Burtynsky on the Beaver River, summer 2011.

burtynsky: water
In an exclusive interview with ML, the photographer talks local
watersheds, global water awareness, and globetrotting water docs

By Ned Morgan
Photography by Robert Burcher
Edward Burtynsky’s photographs of mine tailings, quarries and refineries capture unintentional
and unexpected patterns and sometimes find a strange beauty in the massive and complex
scars we leave on the natural landscape. The Canadian master’s first study was nature photography and it was only by accident, as a young photographer looking for pure landscapes
in Pennsylvania, that he stumbled over a coal-mining town. Confronted with a slagheap, he
realized this was a landscape no one had examined – yet. As a Canadian, whose country is
so heavily dependent on natural resources, he felt compelled to document these blighted but
endlessly suggestive places.
The photographer is at work on a new project about the ultimate natural resource – water.
Burtynsky talked to ML about his recent involvement with the Blue Mountains community in
efforts to rehabilitate the Beaver River watershed, and about his as-yet-untitled documentary
film – slated for a 2013 release – in collaboration with Jennifer Baichwal, director of their
award-winning film Manufactured Landscapes.
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Mountain Life: How did your interest in water as
subject matter come about?
Edward Burtynsky: I did a big project on oil
[2009 book Burtynsky: Oil and exhibitions] and
tried to understand how that precious liquid has
impacted our lives and shaped our world and
allowed humanity to expand to its current scale.
Then I started thinking about water as the other
pervasive liquid that determines the viability
of not just human life but all life on earth. So
as I meditated for many years on oil and the
world it has brought forward, I saw that water is
equally, or even more important. It wouldn’t be
a pleasant world if we ran out of oil rapidly, but
if put against the wall we may be able to find
alternatives. But there is no alternative to water;
and it’s interesting for someone who lives in a
water-rich region – I don’t live with the threat of
water scarcity. I may live with water misuse and
water pollution, but scarcity isn’t on our doorstep – unlike Africa or India or China.
Shooting in all these different places I’ve
come to appreciate and respect the fact that
water is the single most important driver of stability and life, so I decided to think about water
more deeply, and how I could create a body of
work that speaks to that, and also convert the
ideas into a film.

“More and more I believe that
we can’t rely on government,
and we can’t rely on industry
to make all the right choices.
Citizens have to become
engaged and work in concert
with these other institutions.”

Edward Burtynsky (left) with Jack Imhof, National Biologist and Director of Conservation Ecology with Trout Unlimited Canada.

ML: What role did the watercourses close to your
home including the Beaver River play in your
approach to this film project?
EB: If we’re aware of it or not, we all live in a
watershed here. I began to think about this water.
I’ve been drinking it for 25 years. It’s pure,
and I’ve always felt lucky that this incredible
resource is right here in front of me. I began to
think about how this water begins here as an
artesian well on my property. It’s as pristine as
it gets – ancient water from an aquifer bubbling
up out of the ground. What do we do to this water from the time it leaves this spot to the time
it comes out of the mouth of the Beaver River?
What has happened to it, what have we done
to interfere with what it wants to be? I started
to ask these questions. It is not only local but
has universal implications. Everybody lives in
a watershed and water always begins in a pure
state – but what are we doing to change it?
ML: What are your thoughts on the state of the
Beaver River?
EB: I start with the question: What does the
river want? This is an interesting inversion of
the way we normally approach a watercourse,
which is: How can we use it to our benefit?
This is how humans usually approach water. In
a way, the Beaver River is reverting back to a
natural state in that a lot of the farms are abandoned as farms, or just grow hay. It’s not heavy
cash-crop farming with pesticides; although of
course, the apple industry has a lot of questionable practices around the amount of pesticides
that find their way into the watercourse further
down the river. But one of the biggest ongoing
problems is thermal pollution – some natural
causes and some human causes. Any on-stream

pond that isn’t bottom-drawn can heat up the
water. Lake Eugenia is a huge heating pan and
about 40 percent of the Beaver River comes
from Lake Eugenia. So all the natural ecosystems,
everything from the aquatic organisms on up,
begin to be affected.
And the dams [on the Beaver River] were
put in when logging and using the river for
power was an important aspect of a particular
period. That period is gone, however people
still like the effect of the dams – but dams play
interference with the natural ecosystem. So at
this point the smartest thing to do is get rid of
them, but again you get local stakeholders and
people who have had a cottage on the shore
of a pond which is part of the dam reservoirs
who say, “I don’t want to lose my waterfront.”
The question becomes, does the greater social
good and the good of the river take precedent
over something that isn’t doing any good for
anyone, that’s just there as an impediment for
the river? These questions have complexity to
them, stakeholders have strong opinions, the
conversation is a good one to have. These issues bring communities together.
ML: How did you get involved in the Beaver River
rehabilitation project?
EB: There is a committee [Beaver River Watershed Advisory Committee]. I’m only in there by
proxy, but I’ve brought different people together,
and I inform myself about what’s happening.
To me it’s as much about learning and being
aware of the complexity of a watershed and the
stakeholders involved. It’s interesting to see
that the river doesn’t have a region or a different political structure for that region – the river
doesn’t care. These are our lines we impose
on the landscape. Whether you’re talking about

the Credit River or the Grand River or the Don
River – what have we done to improve its natural
state? Rarely do we improve it. We’re always
taking something away from it.
Water is of course a great common interest.
It is an issue that we’ll continue to hear more
and more about. It’s been an educational experience for me to understand how one thinks
about water and what its natural state is, and
what its synthetic or abstracted state is – to
understand those different states and how we
can begin to move it back to its natural state to
ensure that it’s healthy and as a direct result,
that we are healthy.
ML: Can you talk about your upcoming
water film?
EB: We’re working in California and the southwest
where water scarcity and water management
is at an intense level. We’ve been in India
and China, we’ll be in Africa, South America,
Canada of course. We may get to Australia. It
is global in scope – we’re looking at Greenland, too. [The film is] still at a formation stage
so things that I’m saying now may change,
since it depends on what we come back with.
Documentary is based on reality, which is
unpredictable, so you’re never exactly sure of
what you’re going to get. It’s planning, and it’s
chance, because you have to meet the people.
You have to get the right conditions for the
visuals, and all those things impact on what the
film ultimately ends up being. It is an organic
process, it’s not linear, I’m not running off a
script… that’s how most documentaries are:
you begin to wrap your head and arms around
a bunch of ideas and subjects, and threads,
and you follow them to their conclusions and all
the things they show you and tell you.
spring 2012
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Breakfast - Lunch
Homemade Breads & Pastries Daily
Decadent Cakes & Desserts
Special Occasion Cakes
Fresh Dinners
Thurs-Fri-Sat ‘till 7pm
Eat-in or Take-out
Frozen Meals-to-Go
Catering- 2 to 250
Espresso - Cappuccino - Latte - Americano

The man himself: Edward Burtynsky.

My work for the past five years has largely been aerial. I’ve taken to
that point of view. It is hard to understand water from the ground. Water
affects things at scale: reservoirs, aqueducts, and irrigation. When you
look at these things on the ground, they don’t look like much at all. You
have to go up to see the scale of it.
ML: Will the work you’ve done on the Beaver River be a part of the film?

12 BRUCE STREET IN THORNBURY (519) 599-3311

WWW.THORNBURYBAKERYCAFE.COM
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EB: I’m trying to learn about water, I have the privilege of owning a property that has six or seven artesian wells that form the headwaters of a
creek, and it’s been an interesting and useful process trying to understand what happens to that water as it moves into the Beaver River. So
conceptually it’s been a rich thread, learning from local people. I don’t know
if this will make it as a thread of the film, but it could become something
else, a standalone piece on how to conceive of a river and a watershed
– how does one begin to wire together the stakeholders and bind them
into one idea and not feel that anyone’s being threatened? This is all our
common interest.
In documentary practice it is common to have a 100:1 shooting
ratio, that means for every 100 hours you shoot, you yield one hour of
completed film. What gets in, is the result of a battle in the editing room.
So it will have a life but I’m not sure where it will come into play.
It’s a work in progress. More and more I believe that we can’t
rely on government, and we can’t rely on industry to make all the right
choices. Citizens have to become engaged and take things, and work
in concert with these other institutions. We can’t expect government to
solve our problems because the Ministry of the Environment has been
hollowed out, and all these precious things are at risk. But it doesn’t
mean that we can’t act, and do something about them.
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feature Restaurants
Azzurra Trattoria

Kaytoo

Collingwood’s Azzurra
has a longstanding
reputation for blending
classic Italian dishes with
up-market contemporary
cuisine. Pastas, pastries
and desserts are crafted
in-house with fresh,
seasonal ingredients.
The ‘Pranzo Italiano’
menu is a lively
and unique way to
accommodate larger
tables.
azzurra.ca
705.445.7771

Located in the bright
yellow Mill Pond
Boathouse, Kaytoo
is hard to miss in the
Village at Blue Mountain.
Kaytoo explores what it
means to be Canadian
through its coast-tocoast inspired menu.
With an outstanding
three-level patio right on
the Mill Pond, Kaytoo
is one of the Village’s
busiest spots.
kaytoo.ca
705.445.4100

The Tremont Cafe

Thornbury Bakery
Café

The Tremont Cafe is a
European styled fully
licensed restaurant
serving lunch and dinner
six days a week (closed
Tuesdays). Located in the
historic Tremont building,
the cafe is bright and
classically lined. The
adjoining Elihu Bookroom
is a cozy, bookshelf
lined parlour offering
a boutique selection
of books for sale. 80
Simcoe St., Collingwood.
thetremontcafe.com
705.293.6000
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Long established
landmark business in
downtown Thornbury,
famous for fresh chelsea
loaf, delicious, quick and
inexpensive breakfast
and lunch specials,
bread and baked goods
homemade from scratch
every day. Also offers
free wireless internet,
dinners-to-go, frozen
entrees and catering.
12 Bruce St., Thornbury.
thornburybakerycafe.com
519.599.3311

Duncans Café

The Hungry Sumo

If you don’t like a fresh
and diverse menu
paired with suggested
wines from all regions
and if you really don’t
like original-art-covered
interiors, wait staff with
personality and the
best dining experience
in Collingwood... then
you’d better not come
to Duncans Café, where
every dish is prepared
and served with love!
Reserve your favourite
table again!
duncanscafe.com
705.444.5749

We aim to satisfy your
love of sushi, teriyaki
and tempura. Check
out our extensive and
reasonably priced menu.
Lunch offers popular
Bento Box combinations
as well as a large range
of sushi. Whether you
dine in or take out you
will certainly not leave a
Hungry Sumo! 188 First
Street, Collingwood.
thehungrysumo.com
705.293.1037

Now serving the
Blue Mountain and
Collingwood Area

Always Hot.
Always Fresh.
Guaranteed.
Collingwood

290 Hurontario Street

705-446-3090

www.dominos.ca
Open Sun - Thurs – 11am to 12am,
Fri and Sat – 11am to 1am

Double Portions, Premium toppings and extra cheese are subject to an additional
charge. Coupons canʼt be combined with any other offers. Copyright Dominoʼs Pizza of
Canada Ltd.”Coca-Cola” and the Wave Design are registered trademarks of Coca-Cola
Ltd., used under license. Sprite is a registered trademark of Coca-Cola Ltd. “Diet Coke is
suitable for carbohydrate/calorie-reduced diets. Products may not be exactly as shown.
Limited delivery area. Delivery charges may apply. Drivers carry less than $20.00. Prices
subject to change without notice. Applicable taxes not included in advertised prices.

spring 2012

mountain life 49

feature Restaurants
Copper Blues

Kikaku Sushi Bar

The first restaurant to
open in the Village at
Blue, Copper Blues is
a true Village pioneer.
Featuring a casual yet
sophisticated menu for
lunch and dinner daily,
diners can enjoy AAA
steaks and seafood, wild
game and much more.
copperblues.com
705.446.2643

Located in the heart
of the Blue Mountain
Village, this long-awaited
gem has a relaxed
atmosphere. Kikaku,
translating as “health”
boasts an extensive
menu which specializes
in unique creations and
fresh tantalizing flavours
with an artistic twist.
Jackie Chan and Bruce
Lee will be serving you
all season!
kikakusushi@yahoo.ca
705.293.7373

The Casbah

Piper’s Sports Bar
& Grill

The Casbah hosts local
rock n’ roll musicians and
touring acts every week –
check the events listings
often and you won’t
miss out on the best live
music in Collingwood.
Draft includes Creemore
Springs, Guinness, Stiegl
and Mill Street Organic.
Mexican food daily from
5pm-midnight: burritos,
tacos, quesadillas, salads
and nachos. 18 Huron
Street, Collingwood.
casbahbar.com
705.293.0483
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Combines the traditional
pub atmosphere and
the new wave of modern
upscale sports bars. A
menu for all ages featuring
fine fresh salads &
sandwiches, homemade
burgers and pastas and
Buffalo wings. Come
to watch the game on
one of our many large
screen TV’s. Choose from
more than a dozen tap
beers.54 King Street East,
Thornbury. 226.665.0255
piperssportsbarandgrill@
rogers.com

THE HURON CLUB
RESTAURANT & BAR

Green Mango Tree
Thai Fusion 

Recently voted
Collingwood’s Best
New or Renovated
business, Best Bar and
Best Cocktail. A new
summer menu includes
great steaks, ribs, fresh
fi sh, vegetable curry
and mushroom ravioli.
Located at the corner of
Pine and 2nd street in
Collingwood’s restaurant
district.
thehuronclub.ca
705.293.6677

Collingwood’s Thai food
hotspot offers favourites
such as Lemongrass beef
short ribs, Shrimp curry
and Spring rolls stuffed
with pork, shrimp or
veggie salad and rolled in
rice paper with a delicious
house lime sauce. Other
dishes include Tom yum
soup, Chicken curry, Thai
fried rice and Tamarind
shrimp. Signature dishes
are offered along with
vegetarian options.
greenmangotree.com
705.443.8809

UP TO $10,500
OFF OR 0% FOR 84
MONTHS AVAILABLE
ON MOST 2012’S

TAKE THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED
COLLINGWOOD
307 PRETTY RIVER PARKWAY COLLINGWOOD
WWW.LOCKHARTAUTO.CA 705.446.3221

EXHIBITIONS

EDUCATION

SPECIAL EVENTS

GALLERY SHOP
EXHIBITIONS

Someday they will know what I mean. Tom Thomson

April 1– June 3, 2012

Tactile Desires: The Work of Jack Sures
Artist Talk: March 31

10230 HWY 26 E. COLLINGWOOD
WWW.COLLINGWOODTOYOTA.CA
May 12
Collecting Contemporary Canadian
Ceramics
705.444.1414
Jonathon Bancroft-Snell and Julia Krueger
This project has been made possible in part through a contribution from
the Museums Assistance Program, Department of Canadian Heritage.

EVENTS

CANADIAN SPIRIT 2012: May-Oct

(a series of events celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Tom Thomson’s First
Trip to Algonquin Park)

O

!
W
O
NN

West Wind: The Vision of Tom Thomson
Screening Sunday May 27 at 2pm
Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library Auditorium

Algonquin Bus Trip
September 25-27

TOM THOMSON ART GALLERY
840 First Ave. West, Owen Sound
ON Canada n4k 4k4 P: 519-376-1932
tomthomson.org
Connect with the TOM

LOCKHART FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS
IMAGE: Tom Thomson at Lake Scugog, Fall 1910
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On the Lookout
Malcolm Kirk’s vision for preserving natural lands

By William Shelley
In the spring of 2009, the Bruce Trail Conservancy dedicated a new side
trail on the edge of the Beaver Valley. It was dedicated to the man, Malcolm “Mac” Kirk, who secured the trillium-paved maple forest on top of
the massive Escarpment outcropping of Old Baldy. Droves of hikers and
volunteers showed up to honour Kirk, who, approaching the age of 90,
spoke about the importance of banding together to support conservation
– a life-long passion he continues to pursue today.
In an age when land conservation was still an idea in the early
stages of public awareness and before the Escarpment was declared
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, Kirk saw the approach of development
threatening this region. “Ontario’s industrial heartland,” he wrote in a
1970 research paper, “is enveloping field and forest in a restless advance. Every acre is now sought by competitive land users.”
Kirk graduated with a BSc in Forestry from the University of
Toronto in 1942, after which he enlisted in the Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders and served as a First Lieutenant in Holland and Germany,
seeing action in the Rhineland campaign. After the war he worked in
the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests as a Zone Forester in the
Lindsay District. According to friend Bob Burnett, Executive Director of
the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy, Kirk differed from many of his
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colleagues. “A lot of foresters from his era,” says Burnett, “thought the
purpose of forestry was just to log the forest. Mac came at it from a different perspective.” Ever since his boyhood visits to the family cottage at
Sparrow Lake, Kirk has been drawn to nature. He remains an enthusiastic botanist. According to Burnett, “Mac can identify any plant. He’s one
of the few people I know who has that particular skill.”
Kirk started with the Conservation Authority in Grey-Bruce in 1957
and by the end of his tenure in the mid-‘70s, he had secured the protection of 22,000 acres. Anyone who’s ever hiked or holidayed in this region
will know the names of the places Kirk had a hand in protecting: Spirit
Rock, Bruce’s Caves, Walker’s Woods, Inglis Falls, Old Baldy, Feversham
Gorge, Clendenan Woods, and many more.
Kirk says his ability to focus on land was the result of lucky happenstance. “There weren’t any big flooding rivers like they had in other
authorities down south,” he says. “So I concentrated on the acquisition
of Escarpment lands, wild forests and natural areas. Grey-Bruce was one
place where there were still a few to be preserved.”
Chris Hatchey, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority’s Lands Manager, began his career long after Kirk had retired, but such is the latter’s
reputation that even today, his name comes up regularly at the GSCA
offices. “When I’m working on a particular property, sometimes I read
Mac’s notes or letters in the file,” says Hatchey. “He was very well
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• 420 ft Suspension Bridge • Mini-golf
• Caves and Caverns • Family Picnic Area
• Big Rock Railroad • Gemstone Mining
• Adventure Playground • Snack Bar • Gift shop
• Fish Pond–feed the fish • Fabulous Panoramic Views
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Collingwood / Blue Mountains • Just 1-1/2 hours north of Toronto • sceniccaves.com • 705-446-0256

connected and had a great passion for finding new lands and making
them available to the public. He knew the land – he spent many hours on
the properties hiking. He didn’t ever rest – he still doesn’t. There may be
other areas across the province that don’t have as much public land as
we do here, and that’s because of Mac.”

When asked if he believes over-development
is worsening, Kirk declares: “It would be far
worse if not for citizens’ groups.”
A few properties stand out. The seemingly endless sand beach of
Dorcas Bay Nature Reserve would have been gobbled up by cottages if
not for Kirk’s collaborative efforts in the early 1960s. According to Bob
Burnett, Kirk “persuaded Ontario Nature [ON] to make this the first real
Nature Reserve in Ontario. At that time, ON was reluctant to think about
land conservation – it was a whole new thing. So he persuaded some
influential people, the money came in, and now that’s been incorporated
into the Bruce Peninsula National Park.”
Part of Kirk’s success was his ability to identify significant properties, particularly at a time when the public was not so conservation-
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minded. In the years following his stint with the GSCA when Kirk worked
as a conservation consultant and advocate, Bob Burnett took him out to
a 1000-acre property on the Peninsula near Miller Lake that was owned
by a logging company. Up to that point, no organization was interested in
protecting the property. According to Burnett, “the Nature Conservancy
of Canada wasn’t interested because they didn’t know there were rare
species there. Mac’s the sort of guy who would go out and find the rare
species and beat the drum and say, ‘Something has to be done.’” Among
the rare species Kirk identified at the Miller Lake property were dwarf
lake iris, as well as ram’s head and calypso orchids. The NCC eventually
bought the property. Today, this and an adjoining property bought by the
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy form a link with the Bruce Peninsula
National Park providing an all-important corridor for wildlife.
When asked if he believes over-development is worsening in southern Georgian Bay, Kirk declares: “It would be far worse if not for citizens’
groups like the Grey Association for Better Planning or the Blue Mountain
Watershed Trust. Every community, rural or urban, has a scattering of
dedicated conservation people. The idea is to get them together into a
group.”
Kirk’s legacy is intact, and to see it best, hike over to the Mac Kirk
Side Trail where it emerges at the top of Old Baldy. “From the lookout,
you can see for miles and miles and that mimics Mac’s vision,” says
Chris Hatchey. “It is limitless.”
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On The Water - $1,495,000

M ew
it 101, Cr an be rry
10 Ke ith Ave., Un

Introducing Mountain Modern Homes, an independent
Lindal Dealer. Offering innovative design with established
construction methods, Lindal Cedar Homes and Turkel Design
bring you the opportunity to build your dream home with an
environmentally intelligent alternative.
Lindal has been producing homes for over 65 years, and
Turkel Design provides a fresh perspective on a dependable
way to build.
Choose from the Dwell Homes Collection, a classic Lindal,
or a custom home designed uniquely for you. Inspired by your
lifestyle, respectful of the environment and your budget.

Independant
Distributor of:

Introducing...

TURKEL Design from Dwell Homes Collection provides a new
perspective on waterfront living!
Linear plan offers a large 2 sided 2 story great room with master
and media on the main. Lift and slide doors offer the ability to
open the rear of the house to the water!
Upper level provides guest suite with office on one wing, and
2 additional beds / bath and loft area on the other.

Windrose Valley - $1,450,000

Absolutely stunning design from Lindal Cedar Homes. All 4
bedrooms are ensuites! Gorgeous great room, separate dining
room, and large kitchen layout make this a wonderful entertaining
home. Master Suite on main, 3 car garage provides loads of room
for all your gear! Offered on a 1+ acre lot at Windrose Valley – call
us to find out more about sales incentives and complimentary
memberships included in this fabulous new neighbourhood!

Fantastic Views - 13 acres $899,000

The Lindal Architects Collaborative

We proudly introduce the CHARTER MEMBERS
OF THE COLLABORATIVE:
• Altius Architecture/Toronto, ON
• Bates Masi + Architects/Sag Harbor NY
• The Frank Lloyd Wright School of
Architecture/Scottsdale, AZ
• Marmol Radziner/Los Angeles, CA

Gorgeous view lot adjacent to the Bruce Trail provides total
privacy just moments from Osler Ski Club and Collingwood.
Water views from the private master suite deck will be
breathtaking! All 3 bedrooms are up, connected by a dramatic
gallery open to the light filled great room!

Ski and Swim! - $749,000

Call us for more information on all
our designs and lot availability!
www.mtnmodern.com

Call 1-888-325-2511
Mountain Modern Homes is a division of STON E CUSTOM HOMES

This 2490sq ft home from TURKEL Design provides main floor
master, wonderful living space and 2 upper guest wings.
Fresh new design allows you take advantage of the beautiful
views at Vandrof Estates. Walk to the Georgian Peaks Ski Club or
to the Beach at Peaks Bay!

Dwell and Dwell Homes are registered trademarks of Dwell Media, LLC. Licensed use.

The Lindal Architects Collaborative is a growing collection of
highly regarded US and Canadian architects selected for their
skillful and beautiful use of wood. Working closely with Lindal
design and production staff, each has developed on-system
post and beam Lindal designs.

Dance
over the

Grotto
Galapagos tourism today
By Ned Morgan
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Marine iguanas bask on shore before returning to the ocean for their main food source: algae. STEVE OGLE PHOTO
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Steve Ogle photo

“Iguana fight!”
We turn to see the tour group behind us
veer off the path to watch a pair of large yellowish land iguanas sparring in the shadows
on the edge of a grove of papery palo santo,
or incense trees. We want to watch, too, but
our Galapagos National Park Naturalist guide,
Valerio Repetto, will have none of it. Walking off
the designated path in the park is prohibited,
and the other group’s guide should know this.
“She could lose her license for that if I reported
her,” Valerio tells me in a half-whisper. “She’s
young, I won’t report her – but I’ll talk to her
about it,” he decides after a pause. He hastens
our group away on the path through the salt
bush and prickly pear of Isabela Island back
to our embarkation point at Urbina Bay. I only
catch a glimpse, but an iguana fight doesn’t
appear very exciting; it looks a bit like an amateur stop-motion film.
The harsh and remote environment of the
Galapagos – 13 islands and more than 100
islets in the Pacific Ocean formed by submarine volcanoes roughly 1000 kilometres west
of mainland Ecuador – discouraged human
settlement for many centuries. Just like the
iguanas and other wildlife that originated on the
continents, however, we eventually drifted over,
borne by currents on floating wood. With little
fresh water, and soil thin or non-existent, most
humans didn’t stay for long.
In today’s Age of the Tourist, these islands
famed for their rare species have more to offer.
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In 2010, 173,296 tourists visited the Galapagos, up from 68,856 in 2000. Are the islands
being overrun? In a 2010 study for the Galapagos Conservancy, British biologist Graham
Watkins pointed out that in the last 10 years
or so, the tourist market in these islands has
changed from what he calls “pioneer visitors”
focused only on science and nature to a “new
type of activity-driven visitor” interested in such
mass-appeal pastimes as sport fishing, beach
camping, and mountain biking.
From the evidence I saw, the pioneer visitor still dominates. Yet Canadian scientist David
Suzuki suggests in his book More Good News
that so-called “ecotourism” operators are inundating the islands and in their relentless quest
for profit are not much better than the poachers
who threaten the marine reserve. Though illegal longline fishing and shark finning does
occur, poaching anywhere apart from the open
ocean is less likely, since – in the absence of a
resource-stretched Ecuadorian navy – guides
(with tourists in tow) in effect patrol the land
and littoral sections of the park.
BC-based wildlife biologist and photographer Steve Ogle has worked on assignment in
the Galapagos. “This volume of tourism would
probably have a huge impact anywhere else,”
he says, “but it’s hard to believe, when walking
or snorkeling past them, that these animals are
impacted in any way at all. They don’t seem to
‘care’ whether people are around or not.” Ogle
believes that park-generated tourism dollars can

help employ fishermen who would otherwise be
exploiting the resources and fighting against
the park. “Tourism dollars can also help the
park to fight would-be intruders such as sharkfinners.”
In 2007, the UN World Heritage Committee dropped a bomb on the Ecuadorian
government by adding the park to the “red
list” of World Heritage sites in danger, citing
increasing population, overfishing, and tourism
as serious concerns. In response, the government tightened work-permit and residency laws
and repatriated thousands back to mainland
Ecuador, among other measures. In 2010, the
Committee voted to remove Galapagos from the
red list, satisfied that the Ecuadorian authorities had taken the threats seriously. But since
tourist numbers continue to increase even in
the wake of the UN warning, it’s clear that a
reduction in the number of tourists is not one
of the government’s strategies. The tighter
regulations introduced this year only serve to
reshuffle tour operator itineraries and further
limit the number of landings, without setting a
cap on visitor numbers.
Some tourists I spoke to after my trip
declared they would never return – they were
simply turned off by the crowds and believed
the wildlife needed breathing room. In general,
it is a destination most people visit only once
anyway; the high cost of flights to these remote
islands will likely save them from all-inclusive
resorts.

Galapagos land iguanas vary widely in colour based on their microhabitats. Steve Ogle photo

Blue heron waits for prey. AMELIE LEGARE PHOTO

The Galapagos green sea turtle is on the IUCN Redlist of endangered species. NED MORGAN PHOTO
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The well-named lava lizard. AMELIE LEGARE PHOTO

The islands’ isolation has influenced
everything. British scientist Charles Darwin,
who visited the islands beginning in 1835,
made discoveries central to his later formulation
of the concept of “natural selection” explaining
how species adapt to their environment. He
saw that species here had adopted characteristics found nowhere else in the world. The
ones who adapted were the ones who survived,
until finally a new population of fully adapted
members – and thus a new species – emerged.
For example, the marine iguana evolved apart
from its land-dwelling cousin by adapting to an
underwater diet of algae.
Galapagos feels like a utopia for animals
(though this may be an illusion since predation,
not to mention poaching, does occur). Galapagos sea lions, differentiated from their cousins
elsewhere in the Pacific by flat hearts that can
withstand the pressure of deep-water diving, loll
on nearly every shoreline unaware of potential
danger and ignoring the countless humans taking pictures of them at close range. On Rabida
Island I stand about two feet away from a large
Galapagos hawk perched on an acacia branch
at eye level, staring at me in total indifference,
its tea-coloured eyes unflinching. Due to the
islands’ many centuries of isolation, fear of
human predation never entered the behavioral
makeup of these and many other animals.
Each island has its own peculiar character. The hardened lava fields and spatter cones
of Bartolomé and Fernandina islands appear
exceptionally lifeless, while relatively lush mangrove swamps fringe other coastlines. The giant
tortoise reserve in the highlands of Santa Cruz
Island, with Spanish cedar, banana trees and
other imports, suggests the tropics in a more
typical sense, while Rabida Island with its red
cliffs of oxidized lava and large tree-like opuntia
cacti scans like the set of an alien planet from
the old Star Trek.
Darwin began a stampede of scientific investigation of the Galapagos that shows no sign
of abating. The archipelago is constantly under
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Whitetip sharks. AMELIE LEGARE PHOTO

I find myself
swimming alone
with a large
green sea turtle
and I dive down in
solitude to take
pictures of this
beautiful animal
without 10 other
people crowded
around, vying for
the best angle.
It is a selfish and
triumphant
moment.

study by any number of international scientific
bodies. Galapagos-geared charities crowd the
internet: the Charles Darwin Foundation, Galapagos Conservancy, Galapagos Conservation
Trust, as well as World Wildlife Fund, WildAid,
Sea Shepherd and other organizations with
departments whose sole focus is the islands.
The world understands this is a significant and
vulnerable place. In our attempt to tread lightly,
we must monitor heavily. During our visit, we’re
never alone and never unsupervised by guides.
The guides undergo training and certification
in ecology, history, geology, cartography, ethics and other areas, in a curriculum roughly
equivalent to a university degree. Valerio
Repetto, a good-humoured and slightly stocky
man in his mid-30s, has worked at the National

Park since 1993 with the odd break (he worked
a stint as a location manager for the Canadianmade documentary Sharkwater). Repetto was
born on Santa Cruz in 1974. “I had the first dirt
bike on the Galapagos,” he tells me, describing
what sounds like a childhood not much different
from anywhere else. Except it was different – it
was the Galapagos. Having lived, breathed and
sweated the archipelago his whole life, he tells
my group at the beginning of our tour: “Your
extraordinary is my ordinary.”
Realizing our stay is short and highly
structured due to park regulations, we all want
to see as many extraordinary things as quickly
as possible. During a snorkeling frenzy in a
shallow bay on the north side of Bartolomé, I’m
nearly kicked in the face, and on another day
off Rabida Island, I’m nearly head-butted. As
we torpedo past each other, I glimpse a masked
face and I see no anger or irritation, only
determination – all my fellow snorkeler wants is
to get past me and check out more Galapagos,
without me in the way. Later, I find myself alone
with a large green sea turtle swimming along
the bottom in clear, medium-shallow water
and I dive down in solitude to take pictures of
this beautiful animal without 10 other people
crowded around, vying for the best angle. It is a
selfish and triumphant moment.
Our ship, the 300-foot Galapagos Legend,
capacity 100, is the largest cruise ship allowed
inside the park. Aboard, our rooms are comfortable but not fancy. We take our meals buffetstyle in the restaurant. In the window-ringed
bar/lounge, the usual cruise-ship skit entertainment, but with Galapagos wildlife themes, is
served up with the aid of faintly embarrassing
audience participation. In the evening off-hours
aboard ship, I notice that the guides, including
Valerio, avoid hanging out with the tourists. I’m
sure the guides tire of us after running through
the same spiel and fielding the same questions
day after day under the equatorial sun, treading
the same paths strewn with the same iguanas,
sea lions and cacti.

The guides wind tourists up sometimes.
I overhear a young guide telling a group in the
coffee room that the sharks in the Galapagos
marine reserve hardly ever attack humans – it
only happened once, to his knowledge. The
victim, a female tourist, was unwisely swimming
at night in deep water. Even more unwisely,
he continued, his face very serious, the victim
was swimming without clothes. The shark saw
a large, round, white object bobbing near the
surface and was attracted to it. The shark bit
her, not fatally, on her posterior.
Santiago Island’s Port Egas – not a port
anymore except for marine iguanas, Sally Lightfoot crabs and sea lions – is an outcropping of
volcanic rock formed into twisting bridges and
ocean-flushed grottoes gurgling and hissing
underfoot. It is the most treacherous walking
we’ve done so far. Valerio and I are walking
ahead when some shouting draws our attention
back to where the path crosses a natural bridge
between two grottoes. Here a tall, gangly man
in his 70s almost loses his balance, and while
he’s swaying, he smiles oddly as if doing an
impromptu dance for an audience. It seems he
can’t decide whether to stop moving to regain
his balance, or take a step forward, while his
wife shouts and tries to grab his arm from
behind. Valerio calls out sternly, “OK, stop and
breathe, sir. Breathe. Hold it. Hold…it. Tha-at’s
right. Now take a step…”
On reflection, I see this incident as a
symbolic message that humans aren’t meant
to stay here. Our footing is too perilous in so
many ways. We should pass through carefully,
held in check like school children on a class
trip.

Macro photography made easy. Steve Ogle photo

DIY
Marine reserve regulations require tour ships to
have black water treatment plants. Not all ships
do, so if you want to help preserve the beauty
of the islands, inquire about this before making
your choice. (Canodros is an Ecuadorian operator with eco practices. See canodros.com).

ML’s trip was courtesy of Ecuador’s Ministry of
Tourism: ecuador.travel/en.html
ATHEcuador and Latitude travel agencies:
athecuador.com
latitude-intl.com
Avianca, Taca and Areogal airlines: avianca.com,
taca.com, aerogal.com.ec
And Klein Tours (Galapagos Legend):
kleintours.com

Steve Ogle photo
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Issues
in Sport

The what, why and how of the
hot topics in local sport
Josh Toohill’s only issue is how to scrub some speed to go faster. Marc Landry photo
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Our region’s endless recreational
opportunities come with an endless
amount of issues. We got in touch
with some of the local experts to
fill us in on the issues facing their
sports and recreational areas and
how these obstacles are being
overcome.

Safety in Numbers
I read a lot of mountain bike magazines. In the June 2011 issue
of Mountain Bike Rider (a UK publication) Andy Waterman wrote
about vigilantism in erecting trail blockades. He was a victim of one
recently and reflected on why it is that mountain bikers can’t seem
to get (and stay) organized. If this happened on a trail frequented by
equestrians or ATVs it would be dealt with through official means.
Why can’t we do this? In Waterman’s estimation mountain biking
is, “existentially opposed to becoming anything more formal than a
bunch of mates.” This does not put mountain bikers in a good position to confront, not just vigilantism, but threats to land access, use
conflicts, or slander from other user groups.
We face similar situations in Canada. I’m most familiar with the
Ontario scene and remember the case of the almost-cut-through
ladder bridges in the Don Valley. They would have collapsed on the
next trail user. In some cases the bridges are over three metres
high. The trails are popular with all users: mountain bikers, trail
runners, dog walkers, hikers. The local riding community responded
responsibly. No one found out who did it, but it stopped.
What about those areas with no organized mountain bike community – a few clubs, a few shops, but no one representing mountain bikers in an advocacy role? Barrie, Collingwood, Peterborough,
Lindsay, Kingston, and Georgetown all boast good trails, some legit,
some not, and some in a kind of limbo because no one has asked.
All these communities could benefit from some rider organization.
Maybe the clubs and shops need to band together and start a new
club focused on these issues. If other trail-user communities are
organized and engaged with landowners, stewardship bodies, and
“friends of” groups, what’s stopping us? When push comes to
shove and a threat to mountain biking crops up, who will respond on
our behalf?
For riding destinations with no organized group nearby, losing
access is a real threat. It’s happened before, and it will happen
again. If we wait for the threat to emerge and the worst to occur, it’s
too late. We need to organize and connect with existing land managers and stewards, find out what their challenges are, and offer to be
part of the solution.
The next time you roll up to a trailhead, ask yourself: “Who
represents mountain biking on this property?” Find out, and thank
them for their efforts.
Riding as individuals and small groups is always going to be
a big part of the sport. It’s how a lot of people find the sport, and
continue to enjoy it. However, individuals and small groups don’t
result in a successful lobby organization. It’s not a viable longterm solution for success in our struggle to maintain, improve and
expand riding opportunities. Only through banding together – into
local clubs, inter-club partnerships, provincial councils (like IMBA’s
Regional Leadership Advisory Councils), and of course through
IMBA Canada – can we make real change happen.

– Jason Murray
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The Braaaap Factor
This year’s global Occupy movement has been
all about the 1%. Having spent many years covering Canadian motocross, and rubbing elbows
with cross-country and off-road riders, I can
tell you that the majority of riders are a quality
bunch. The sport fosters family involvement,
takes serious skills and requires real fitness. So
how come dirt bikes get such a bad rap? If you
ask me, the issue here is all about the 1%. It’s
the one rider who rips the tar out of his neigbour’s field, it’s the one rider who genuinely
has no respect for noise rules, it’s the one rider
who strays from a designated trail system that
has taken years to establish.
If you’re living in the Georgian Bay area,
there’s really no excuse for riding illegally. This
area is actually blessed with a wide range of legit
riding spots, many of which have been developed
by diehard riders who put in a lot of hard work to
give you a safe and fun place to ride.
If you are interested in off-road riding, a
great first move is to join the Simcoe Country
Off Road Riders Association scorra.com.This
700-plus-member club is a local club of the
Ontario Federation of Trail Riders and builds,
maintains and manages a large network of trails
in the County of Simcoe Forestry properties.
“The hot-button issues with off-road bikes
are mainly in relation to sound, perceived damage and bad behaviour,” says SCORAA president
Brad Obee. “We often say that if people want to
ensure there continues to be legitimate places
to ride, they need to get educated. They need to

64 mountain life

spring 2012

Iain Hayden goes legit at MotoPark. Allison Kennedy Davies photo

know where to ride, what they should ride, and
how to go about riding. Dealers are more than
happy to sell a bike without giving them a sense
of where it’s appropriate to operate that equipment. The club spends a lot of time on that and
we’ve had some really good progress with dealer
support in the Simcoe County area.”
To ride in the Simcoe County Forest, your
bike needs to be insured, plated, have a spark
arrester and meet the club’s sound requirements
of 94 decibels. With a vast network of mainly
single-track trails, SCORRA runs training days,
trail rides, races, and most importantly, offers
a great resource to connect with fellow riders
and learn more about enjoying the sport in a
responsible way.
If you want to get a taste of off-road riding
but don’t know where to start, try Yamaha Riding Adventures based out of Horseshoe Resort.
Run in affiliation with Canadian Motorcycle
Training Services, this experience is great for
complete beginners and even experienced
riders looking to brush up on their skills.
Basically, this is your opportunity to show up
with nothing and be shown the proper gear,
equipment and skills needed to ride safely.
Check out www.horseshoeresort.com for more
information.
If off-road isn’t your passion, you can find
some great motocross tracks in the area as well.
Perhaps the most legendary is MotoPark near
Williamsford, Ontario. Founded in 1972, the
park has a lot of history and can offer a wealth

of knowledge to new riders along with its three
motocross tracks, and six kilometres of off-road
trail. MotoPark also offers a hugely popular summer camp series, numerous motocross schools,
rents both bikes and equipment and hosts regular
races throughout the season. For more information,
visit www.motoparkracing.com. Other local track
options include RPM Moto X Park in Southampton
and RJ Motosport just off Horsehoe Valley Road
near Barrie. With fluctuating race and practice
schedules, it’s best to inquire about availability
before making the drive.
Legend has it that there are some loosely
established routes in the Creemore and Kimberley areas, based on no-winter maintenance
roads. To ride these routes legally, you will need
Ministry of Transportation blue plates on your
bike, meaning your bike is street legal and you’ll
also need the appropriate insurance. Your best
bet in cracking the shroud of silence on these
routes is approaching a fellow dual-sport rider at
the gas pumps and begging to tag along.
If you’re a lover of perfectly groomed
tracks, if you enjoy afternoons spent railing
berms, or if you dream about picking your way
through some tight single-track with your buddies, make sure you’re not in the 1%. Finding
a great place to ride isn’t a happy accident; it’s
the fruit of someone else’s hard work and love
for all things two-wheel. Appreciate it, respect
it, and spread the word: Braaaap.

– Allison Kennedy Davies

Don’t Fly Your Kite in
my Backyard
An issue currently facing the sport is the “not in my backyard”
attitude that a small number of Wasaga’s residents are oozing
toward the kite community. Overall, kiteboarding is well received
by locals and visitors to the beach, yet a handful of very vocal
residents are doing anything they can to prohibit the sport
from existing near their beachfront properties. These residents
believe public beaches are their own and have little tolerance
to share the space with kiteboarders. It’s curious considering
the kiteboarders have not complained publically about their less
than adequately sized launch zones, compared to the complaining residents who are up in arms about a negligible portion of
the largest freshwater beach being designated to an organized,
courteous and self-policing group of individuals. These “get out
of my backyard” folks also fail to see the economic benefit to the
communities that kiters bring in the form of vacation rental, food
and beverage, gas, park fees and more. Kiteboarding is quiet
and does not pollute, as it requires only the power of wind. Not
only is it an environmentally friendly sport, kiters will organize beach clean-up days to look after their local launch sites
throughout the year. It’s unfortunate that even with these positive
aspects of the sport, there exists a small, yet dedicated bunch
who are determined to eradicate kiteboarding because they can’t
stand to see an organized group gathering near their homes.
The international kiteboarding community has learned that
organization, planning and communication are key to preserving
access to public beaches. The Ontario Kiteboarding Association,
a non-profit volunteer association was established to address
these issues locally, while fostering a responsible approach to
kiteboarding. Since its inception two years ago, the OKA has been
successful in recruiting over 600 supportive members. The OKA
has established beach representatives to sign up riders, promote
responsible riding at the beach and help spread awareness.
Over the past couple of years the OKA has reached out to
a number of park officials in the province of Ontario, including
Wasaga Beach, Sauble Beach and Sandbanks. The association’s
intent was to let officials know that kiteboarders were an organized
group who wanted to work closely with the communities. Aiming for
a collaborative approach would ensure the sport could co-exist at
public beaches, keeping riders and non-kiting beach goers safe.
In 2011, the kiteboarding community had a big win with
Wasaga Beach Provincial Park by creating two designated kiteboard launch zones. Additionally, beach signage was installed
and buoys were deployed to separate the swimming and kiteboarding areas for maximum safety. This compromise helps to
let swimmers know where kiters will be setting up and riding and
gives some space to both parties.
In theory, Wasaga should be a very beginner-friendly spot
for new kiteboarders, but the reality is the new launch zones have
limited the use to more experienced riders. Considering this is the
largest fresh water beach in the world, the designated kiteboard
zones are quite small (less than 2% of the beach’s length), leaving little room for growth of the sport. As the designated zones
were a pilot with the park, the kiteboarding community can only
hope that additional space can be re-evaluated in the future. In
the meantime, the kiting community will abide by these first steps
and aim to continually collaborate with park officials.
Luckily there is wide support from the park officials and
the community. With recent events like the Sauble Beach Kite
Jam and an initiative from the Wasaga Community to promote
and fund another upcoming kiteboarding event, we see there are
many who believe the sport to be a significant positive influence.
The kiteboarding community is a considerate, environmentally
conscious, self-governed group that appreciates the need to
work with non-kiteboarders to help the sport to thrive.
Sam Medysky touches wood. Josh Pietras photo

– David G. Tran
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SUP+PFD: Designing Rules for
a Growing Sport
Let’s begin this discussion by softly humming that familiar Bob Marley tune: “Get up,
stand up, stand up for your rights.” In recent years, the popularity of the stand-up
paddleboard has soared in Ontario and around the world. Blame Laird if you want, but
this new form of surf-inspired paddling is here to stay.
Whenever a new sport bursts onto local waterways, lawmakers and regulators
scramble to come up with appropriate regulations to keep the sport safe for the masses.
This was the case with windsurfing back in the early 1990s and it’s the case once again
with the growing popularity of the stand-up paddleboard.
We bought our first SUP last summer and a safety leash was key for us. Having
snowboarded for years, the importance of a leash is obvious to me, but I have to admit, it
didn’t occur to me right away that I should be wearing a lifejacket on an inherently buoyant SUP that’s tethered to my leg. It wasn’t until we took a trip to Tobermory, where we
were paddling on busier waterways and passing Coast Guard vessels, that I realized what
a grey area this was.
I started to hear stories of friends getting “pulled over” on local lakes and then let go
by law enforcement who admitted they themselves didn’t know the rules. With undeniable
links to surf culture, should SUPs be PFD-free in the surf zone? Is strapping a PFD to the
deck of your board enough? Wouldn’t a mandatory leash make more sense? After all, your
life jacket and your board aren’t much good to you as they quickly float downstream.
In an effort to get to the root of the problem, I called Transport Canada to get their
take on where SUPs fit into the boating safety spectrum. As it turns out, stand-up paddleboards fall under the Government of Canada’s Small Vessel Regulations that govern
navigation on Canadian waterways.
As such, the rules vary depending on what you’re doing with your board. The important question seems to be: Are you going from point A to point B and therefore navigating
a waterway? This navigation question explains why Transport Canada doesn’t regulate
stand-up paddleboards in a beach front or swimming area. The real rules come into effect once you hit open water.
Transport Canada treats stand-up paddleboards in open water the same as canoes,
kayaks, rowboats, rowing shells and other human-powered boats less than six metres.
There are two parts to the regulations:
Each person on board a stand-up paddleboard being used to navigate in open waters is
required to WEAR one approved lifejacket or personal flotation device equipped with a
sound-signaling device (whistle);
Or to CARRY the following equipment: One approved lifejacket or personal flotation device for each person on board, one buoyant heaving line at least 15 metres in length, and
one sound-signaling device (whistle).
The Ontario Provincial Police help enforce Transport Canada rules and failing to
meet the above requirements can land you a $200 to $500 fine (with additional provincial
surcharges and administrative fees). That’s not a great way to end a day at the beach.
So does the current law make sense? Well, to be honest, I have no problem putting
on a lifejacket (I guess I’ll have to buy a whistle) when I am paddling across lakes or
along rivers. I do think a rule about a safety leash would be more effective than a second
rule about carrying a life jacket, heaving line and whistle. After all, there’s no place to
put those items on an SUP, and with people reportedly taping their life jackets to their
boards, a fall could land you in the water with no board and no PFD. I bet you’d be wishing for a very loud whistle right about then.
On the West Coast, there’s a group petitioning for changes to the current legislation. Paddle for the Planet paddlefortheplanet.ca has petitioned the Canadian Marine
Advisory Council and Transport Canada to recognize a standard surf-style board leash as
a suitable substitute for the current PFD requirement. Transport Canada says the topic
came up (via the Paddle for the Planet petition) at the CMAC meeting last fall. As a result,
Transport Canada is considering adding stand-up paddleboards to the same category as
paddleboats, watercycles and sealed sit-on-top kayaks. This new classification wouldn’t
actually change the safety requirements, it would just “clarify” the SUP’s classification,
says Transport Canada.
Locally, Ian Brown, a multi-time Canadian windsurfing champion who runs SUP
yoga classes at Cranberry Marina in Collingwood, lived through an era of similar confusion in his competition windsurfing days. His crew has been playing it safe at Cranberry,
wearing lifejackets out to the flatwater area where they conduct the yoga classes and
then leaving them on the board during class. “Wearing a lifejacket is always a good
idea,” admits Brown. “Knowing your own ability and safety resources can help. Always
try to paddle with some buddies, and make sure you tell someone on shore if you are
headed out on the water.”

– Allison Kennedy Davies
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A Trail With a Mission
The Bruce Trail – it’s a fairly big deal, isn’t it? It’s long; it extends
right through the middle of the province all the way from Niagara to
Tobermory. It runs along the Niagara Escarpment the whole way – a
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. There’s no admission fee. It’s
available to anybody, from anywhere, at anytime. And it doesn’t cost
the government anything to operate because Bruce Trail Conservancy
members provide the resources, a few staff and a lot of volunteers to
do the work.
The Trail provides encouragement for anyone with a pair of shoes
to get outdoors, to have an adventure, to stay healthy, to appreciate
the beauty, the flora, the fauna, the landforms – tarmacs of trilliums
and trout lilies in spring, the cool green baize of a mature forest in
summer, a mixed hardwood and coniferous mosaic in fall and then a
cold, blank snow-deep ridgeline in winter.
In our area – if you want to really walk – the Trail will take you
through the rolling Caledon Hills, across the heights of Dufferin Highlands, along the top of our own Blue Mountains, up and down the
edges of the beautiful Beaver Valley, across historic Sydenham and
then on and up the spectacular Bruce Peninsula.
So the Bruce Trail is a good thing, right? Hard to argue against?
The answer has to be “Yes,” if anything is.
And it’s a done deal, surely? I mean it’s been around for almost
fifty years. So, it’ll always be there – for you and your kids and your
grandkids, won’t it? Unfortunately the answer to those questions is
“Not necessarily.” And that’s the issue.
Less than half of the 869 km-long main Bruce Trail has been
secured: more than half of the Trail is at risk. It’s at risk because the
development pressures are still there. It’s at risk from changes that
future governments might make to environment protection legislation
and regulation. It’s at risk because much of it crosses private land on
simple handshake agreements with landowners. (A fair chunk of it is
on roads to get around sections where permission to follow the optimum route for the Trail has not been forthcoming.) It’s at risk because
the funds needed to secure the land, and so the Trail, are hard to
come by.
So no-one who is a fan of the Bruce Trail should be complacent. And the Trail may be even more critical now that the Bruce Trail
Conservancy is increasing its emphasis on the acquisition of land to
create a permanent conservation corridor the full length of the Trail.
In this attempt to provide protection and stewardship of an often very
sensitive and diverse ecology – to protect the beautiful fragility of the
land – the Conservancy has taken on an even larger mission.
The heartening thing is that there is evidence that people are
subscribing to the mission. The Conservancy’s most recent reports
are optimistic despite the threats. Conservancy members, other
volunteers, supportive landowners, conservation partners, individual
financial donors, some green corporations and foundations have taken
up the Bruce Trail cause enthusiastically.
I guess the question becomes: is it a big enough deal to be an
issue in your life?

– Jack Morgan
brucetrail.org
Blue Mountains Club: bmbtc.org
Beaver Valley Club: beavervalleybrucetrail.org
Sydenham Club: sydenhambrucetrail.ca
Peninsula Club: pbtc.ca

Family fun on the Bruce Trail. Ethan Meleg photo
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local picks
MEC Test Hydration Pack
Ideal for long runs when you want carrying capacity as well as hydration. Also useful for walking, hiking and cycling. Cool features include
glove-friendly zipper pull and light attachment point for night runs.
Deb, Mountain Equipment Co-op (mec.ca 1.888.847.0770)
Smartwool Lightweight Zip T
Smartwool’s technical but comfort-driven philosophy has given us
the perfect Merino underlayer. Features include a 14” front zipper
and a drop tail bottom hem for increased coverage and tuckability,
and flatlock seams to eliminate chafing. Enjoy the thermoregulation
and moisture management properties of Smartwool, keeping you as
comfortable in the heat as in the cold.
Jannett, BlueRiver Trading (bluerivertrading.com)
Merrell Bare Access
For distance runners and those new to barefoot running, the Bare Access gives you a barefoot feel with added toe-to-heel cushioning. Still
allowing your foot to land flat and follow its own natural motion, the
Bare Access cushioning protects from sustained impacts.
Paul, Skiis & Biikes Collingwood (skiisandbiikes.com
705.445.9777)
Hydro Flask Wide Mouth Bottle
A water bottle developed to perform in every environment. Each Hydro
Flask is cast from double wall vacuum insulated foodgrade stainless
steel, resistant to bacteria and odors. The insulation technology
keeps contents hot and cold.
hydroflask.com
Blundstone Greenpatch
The new Blundstone Greenpatch – the lightest, most comfortable CSA
boots available. Lightweight and surprisingly comfortable for a work
boot with safety built in. Pull-on, kick-off convenience makes them
hands-down the easiest safety boots to work with.
Ian, Blundstone Canada (blundstone.ca 705.445.4263)
Darn Tough Socks
For skiing, hiking, running, biking and more, these socks are familymade in Vermont and guaranteed for life. High quality raw material,
high density knitting techniques, custom counts of Merino wool and
an exclusive blend of Coolmax make these socks incredibly strong and
comfortable.
darntough.com
Nissan 370Z Roadster
An unmatched balance of dynamic performance, sculptured styling,
innovative technology and exceptional value – along with the exhilaration of pure open-air motoring. Choose from the 370Z Roadster with
7-speed automatic, and the 370Z Touring with 6-speed manual or
7-speed automatic.
Dean, Collingwood Nissan (dean@collingwoodnissan.net
705.446.3221 Toll-free: 855.446.3221)
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Camp in Style
When was the last time you went Camping?

At Camp in Style we specialize in making lasting family memories
at affordable prices. Let us put you on a path to an experience
that you will cherish for a lifetime.

Call today to reserve your
tent trailer rental.

2010 Palomino P2100
10' Box
60 & 54 inch bunks
Green tones
Foldable
inside outside table
Awning
Furnace
Fridge
Sink
Water Tank with Pump
Propane Tank
Battery Box
Lights

705-888-5538
ianvisscher@hotmail.com
www.rentacamper.ca
778-888-5538 contact@rentacamper.ca

Learn to Sail this Summer
Sail Georgian Bay
For Students ages 9 to 18
Located in historic Meaford Harbour
Learn with our CYA Certified Instruction
(226) 668 2944
www.sailgeorgianbay.com l

info@sailgeorgianbay.com
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Lowe Flipside
The compact, lightweight design of the Flipside 200 backpack lets you
carry your digital SLR without worry. The unique back compartment
entry gives you safe, easy access to camera gear when you’re setting
up plus extra security when you’re on the move. Outer storage panels
keep digital accessories and personal items close at hand.
lowepro.com
Columbia Tech Attack Shell
A stylish shell offering Omni-Tech waterproof breathability, value price,
plus features such as abrasion resistant chinguard, drawcord hem,
waterproof zippers, adjustable hood, interior security pocket and
internal key clip.
Kristen, Columbia Sportswear Company, Village at Blue Mountain
(705.443.5802)
Hatley Youth Boy’s Pull-On Boots
Can be worn as rain boots, or add some warm socks and they’ll work
great as winter boots. Features: neoprene upper, sturdy rubber sole,
100% cotton lining, easy pull-on handles, and reflective trim.
Chantel, Hatley Scoops, Village at Blue Mountain (bluemountain@
hatleylbh.com 705.444.0707)
Rudy Project sunglasses with Rx inserts
The ultimate in design, engineering and performance. The revolutionary FreeForm TEK Rx is the world-leading sports lens.
Betty, Envy Eyewear, Village at Blue (envyeyewear.com
705.445.3168, direct Toronto line 416.238.2743)
Naish Nalu Stand-Up Paddleboard
Longboards are easy to ride and offer all-around performance in a
wide range of conditions. The Nalu series is for first-time paddlers,
flatwater cruisers and longboard-style waveriders.
Steve, Board Sports, Village at Blue Mountain (bluesales@boardsports.ca 705.445.7100)
Cervélo S5
Inspired by the demands of the world’s top pro riders, the S5 deploys
everything Cervélo has learned in 16 years of aerodynamic design,
and combines it with advanced engineering. The result is a faster
bicycle which is also agile and responsive, yet smooth and comfortable
on the toughest road surfaces.
Andrea, Squire John’s Craigleith (squirejohns.com 705.445.1130)
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DINE
THIS
WAY
Come in and try our special
menu – $21.95 per person
• 3 appetizers • 2 main courses (choose from 5) • dessert
“One of the best restaurants in Barrie” — Toronto Star
Readers’ Choice Award – Voted Best Thai Restaurant in Barrie

TWO LOCATIONS • CALL FOR TAKEOUT & DELIVERY

COLLINGWOOD
115 First Street • 443-8809

BARRIE
75 Barrieview Drive • 719-7888

Collingwood Downtown offers a huge array of specialty
and local food shops, plus a world-class selection of
restaurants. Everything is within strolling distance. And
when you’re downtown, be sure to check out the vibrant
culture scene. All the live entertainment, art galleries
and art shows, theatre and more, is yours to take in.
Start your experience at collingwooddowntown.com

Be part of your community.
Join us on Facebook for photos,
video, event listings and other updates:
facebook.com/collingwooddowntown
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PlasmaCar
A mechanical marvel that makes use of the most inexhaustible source
of energy: kid-power. The PlasmaCar requires no batteries, pedals,
gears, or electrical parts to propel. It simply harnesses the natural
forces of inertia, centrifugal force and friction. Ages 3+.
Jeff, Minds Alive Collingwood (mindsalive.ca 705.445.6222)
POC Trabec Helmet
This ultimate enduro mountain bike helmet not only fits incredibly well
but has 16 large vents to cool you on the hottest days. POC is classleader for safety.
Kris, Kamikaze Collingwood (kamikazebikes.com 705.446.1234)
Creemore Springs Traditional Pilsner
Our direct fire brewing process and combination of specialty malts
yield a beer with a deep golden colour and delicious malt flavours. Our
spring water creates a soft pure background on which Czech hops
impart a fragrant aroma and bitter finish.
Stephanie, Creemore Springs Brewery (creemoresprings.com
1.800.267.2240)
Mountain Khakis Original Mountain Pant
From basecamp to boardroom, the OMP is the definitive outdoorsman’s pant. Proprietary 10.4oz cotton canvas is unmatched in rugged
durability and buttery softness. Perform best when worn daily. Flat
front and rear patch pockets.
mountainkhakis.com
Live-Edge Hardwood Bench
Made from local reclaimed wood including driftwood, every piece of
this bench has a story. Handmade by a craftsman in the Bognor area,
every bench is unique. Seats four.
Fran, Macdonald’s Countrywide Furniture & Appliances, Meaford
(macdonaldsfurniture.com 519.538.1620)
Giro Remedy Helmet
The fiberglass-shelled Remedy is built for long ark sessions, big
mountain riding, sketchy lines or anything else in the gravity realm.
Washable liner, no-tool visor adjustment.
Kristen, Lifted, Village at Blue Mountain (705.443.5801)
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307 PRETTY RIVER PARKWAY COLLINGWOOD
WWW.LOCKHARTAUTO.CA 705.446.3221

10230 HWY 26 E. COLLINGWOOD
WWW.COLLINGWOODTOYOTA.CA
705.444.1414
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LOCKHART FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Georgian Bay Teak
The Classic Series.
Dual Extension line of tables
offer incredible versatility. If
you like to entertain outside
and occasionally have large
groups then the Classic Series
is a perfect solution.
Available at Squire John’s.

Established 1969

705.445.1130
www.squirejohns.com
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Aaron Brouwers on Old Baldy’s Amadeus Rocks. 5.12a. Dennis Barnes photo
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Inglis Falls. Ethan Meleg Photo
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Kevin Konings at Blue Mountain. Marc Landry photo
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Self portrait. Alija Bos photo
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Live musical events are just the beginning. Experience
both indoor and open-air events all spring and summer
long, and into the fall. Theatre, food and artisan markets,
festivals and celebrations – the list goes on.
Visit collingwooddowntown.com
FARMER’S MARKET
Every Saturday morning from
May 19 until October 6
Official Launch Weekend –
June 9
DAY OF DELIGHT
OUTDOOR THEATRE
May 26
ARTISAN MARKET
May 19, June 30,
September 1, 29,
October 6
LIVE THEATRE AT THE
HISTORIC GAYETY
Theatre Collingwood
presents the 2012 season;
select dates from July 16
to September 22

COLLINGWOOD FESTIVAL
FOR CANADA
June 30 and July 1
JAZZ AT THE STATION
Every Wednesday Evening
Late June to August
COLLINGWOOD ELVIS
FESTIVAL
July 26 to 29
ART AND MUSIC FESTIVAL
August 4 to 5
… and the list goes on….

Be part of your community.
Join us on Facebook for photos,
video, event listings and other updates:
facebook.com/collingwooddowntown
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gear

Gear
with

issues
Uniboard Teleboards
No, these aren’t skis. There are two teleboards in this
picture. What’s a teleboard, you ask? Good question.
Essentially the idea behind the teleboard is that it takes
the free-heeled beauty of telemark skiing and combines
it with snowboarding. One of the problems being you
can’t alternate legs, and are stuck with the same foot
forward no matter which direction you’re turning.
While some will attempt to convince you that telemark
skiing is the future, we think it’s fair to assume that
telemark skiing, like single-speed mountain biking, will
always exist on the fringes. There are always people
who will consider telemark the proper way to ski and
when done well, we agree the tele turn is aesthetically
superior. The teleboard turn, however? Not so much.
Manufactured in Connecticut, these boards were first
available in 1998. The Uniboard website goes into
great detail describing how teleboarding is superior to
snowboarding and skiing, but perhaps the date on the
last “news update” says it all: September 27, 2002.
We borrowed these from Scott Whitton, a local guy
whose wife used to demo Uniboards throughout the
US. When challenged with the question, “What’s the
point?”, he answered point blankly: “There is no point.”
Nuff said. This gear’s got issues.
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View our Candy and Chocolate
Making Areas from the
Observation Room!
Fancy Chocolates, Lollipops, Brittle,
Creamy Fudge, Corporte Gifts, gifts for
all occasions and much more!

www.candyfactory.ca

645 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 2N6 - Across from the high school

Serving Sushi & Japanese Cuisine
Nigiri
(raw fish oN a ball of rice)

Sashimi
(just the raw fish)

188 First St.
Collingwood
705-293-1037
www.thehungrysumo.com • info@thehungrysumo.com
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Roller Bird
Some things are inherently not cool. Pogo balls, razor
scooters and soap shoes all come to mind. Willy
Winkel’s eight-wheeled skateboard is close, although
Winkel had such great steeze, he kind of pulled it off.
The Roller Bird on the other hand qualifies as a piece
of gear with issues. And it is definitely not cool.
Discovered in an old storage locker, the Roller Bird
features Tornado trucks, nameless wheels and a bumper pad. The “wings” feature an extra wheel for, we
can only assume their doomed marketing department
would tell us, “high speed cornering.”
We’re not sure of the vintage of this savage beast, and
you know a piece of gear has issues when Google
searches turn up absolutely nothing. Not a mention, a
photo, or even a comical spoof. You can’t even get one
of these on eBay.

Alpine Trekkers
If you wanted to get into backcountry skiing, you’d be
forgiven if you thought Alpine Trekkers were a good
idea. Designed to turn your normal ski bindings into
alpine touring bindings, there’s no visit to the ski
tuning peeps to get this done. Simply pop the trekker
onto your boot, then step into your bindings. Instant
free heel.
Yes, in theory, this is a great idea. But in practice this
particular set of bindings have let us down the world
over. Now held together with wire, zip ties and highly
modified with Nylock nuts and Loctite, they still suck.
The pivoting motion at the toe end hinge consistently
loosens the whole assembly causing the Trekker to fall
apart right beneath your feet. And they aren’t selective
about when they do this; this can happen at the bottom
of a hill, the mid stage of a climb, or on a no fall zone
traverse.
If you want to get into backcountry ski touring but
don’t have the dough for new bindings, please do yourself a favour: Don’t consider Alpine Trekkers.
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We will also admit that no, we haven’t tried this thing.
Should we be making such a harsh judgment about
something we haven’t tried? Why yes, yes we should.
The main reason we haven’t tried it? We’re scared
someone might see us on it.

Fun events
for the
whole family!

705.444.7653
T/F 1.800.265.3949
info@lushrealty.com
www.LushRealty.com
CUSTOM DESIGNED – 123 feet of water-

front on just over half an acre, 3,840 sq.ft of
living space, custom design & contemporary
concept perfect home for entertaining. With
breathtaking views of Georgian Bay, this 4
bdrm, 4 bthrm house is sure to please your
every need. Conveniently & centrally located,
this home is a true work of art. A MUST see.

MLS® 20120461 ~ $1,475,000

Signature Equestrian Events
July 4-8: Cedar Run Classic
July 11-15: Cedar Run Tournament
August 8-12: Cedar Run Blue
Mountains Celebration
Get caught up in the action as hundreds of show
jumping athletes compete for prize money and
acclaim at Cedar Run. You won’t want to miss
an opportunity to see these majestic horses and
skilled competitors in action.

RUSTIC STYLE, ELEGANT CHARM –

Country living on 2.34 acres in a brand
new Rainmaker Estate home. This home
boasts a dream kitchen with s/s appliances,
granite counters & soft close drawers. Living
room has cathedral ceilings w/exposed
wood beams & wood burning fireplace.
Lower level entertains family room w/ wet
bar, as well as theatre room w/ 11’6 x
5’6 screen. This home is sure to impress.

MLS® 20120472 ~ $779,000

ESTABLISHED
KNOWLEDGEABLE
PROFESSIONAL

August 24-26:
Cedar Run Rodeo Weekend
This western weekend is filled
with fun and entertainment for
the whole family! Join in for a Friday night street
party in Thornbury, rodeo performances each
day by international riders from four countries
competing in events like bull riding and barrel
racing - plus the Canadian Cowgirls! Don’t
miss live music, a special kids zone and more all
weekend long.

www.cedarrun.ca 519-599-3196

grey heron
natural designs

NAturAl Wool ShoP

Workshop - knitFest spring 2012

TheOPEN
latest
toys booksCOLLINGWOOD!
and crafts
NOW
IN DOWNTOWN
for
kids
allfor
ages
The laTesT Toys
books
andof
crafTs
kids of all ages

with Kate Atherley & Glenna C
Sat. March 31, 2012 - Call for tickets

Outdoor toys • Craft Kits & Supplies • Games & Puzzles •Building toys
Science kits • Puppets & dress-up • Infant toys • Thomas the Tank Engine
And books for infants to teens

27 Hurontario St., Collingwood
(705) 445-6222
Shop on line at www.mindsalive.ca
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6:00, Sat. 9:30-5:00 Sun. 11:00-4:00

10073 MTNLF Minds Alive_Winter 2010_FNL.indd 1

66 Pine St, Collingwood • 705-444-0370
www.greyherondesigns.com
10-10-01 9:32 AM
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WE’RE HIRING.

Let’s talk.

Our operations are expanding.
and the window of opportunity
is wide open.
The view from here is bright,
challenging and exciting with
a roster of domestic and
international projects.
We’re looking to the future. If
you’re looking there too, visit
our website, cfcrozier.ca.
CURRENT POSITIONS

Collingwood

• Jr. Water Resources Engineer
• CAD Technician
• Project Engineer - Civil
Milton

C O L L I N G W O O D

a n d

• Jr. Water Resources Engineer
• Sr.C oCAD
l l i nDesigner-Infrastructure
gwood and Milton
• Project Engineer - Civil

M I L T O N

The HarbourEdge Building, 40 Huron Street, Suite 301, Collingwood ON • 705.446.3510

cfcrozier.ca /careers

M a k e Yo u r s e l f A t H o m e
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artistprofile

Andrew Peycha at work in the man cave. Colin Field photo

Meditation in Colour
Andrew Peycha’s paintings go beyond landscape

By Colin Field
Once you’ve seen Andrew Peycha’s work,
you’ll recognize his style. The use of vertical
and horizontal lines breaks up swatches of
colour, suggesting a landscape, a tree, a scene
from nature. His oil paintings are quiltworks of
colour.
“It’s what came naturally to me,” he says
about his unique style. “And it seemed to kind
of develop. It’s the way I naturally draw.”
	His career didn’t start this way.
“Art was always my best subject in
school,” he says. “Back then I wanted to do
something where I actually made money, so I
started as an illustrator.”
	Somewhere between shuttling cars around
for rental companies and working as an illustrator, Peycha realized he could make a living on
his painting alone.
“I brought a painting to the Abbozzo Gallery in Oakville one day, and leaned it against
the wall. By the time I left, it had sold.”
	The Collingwood Collegiate Institute gradu-
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ate then returned to Collingwood and took up
painting full time.
While Peycha ran Collingwood’s Fishbowl
Artist’s Studio & Gallery with a number of other
local artists from 2000 to 2008, he eventually
found that “for me, working at a gallery, I felt
like I was being influenced by everyone else’s
art and I was losing my own style.”
	So when an opportunity came up to build
the “man cave,” his studio on his property, he
jumped at the chance and has been there ever
since.
While Peycha does do some portraits and
impressionistic paintings, it is his use of kaleidoscopic blocks of colour he is known for. It
differentiates him from many of the local artists
doing landscapes, while remaining true to the
subject matter that inspires him.
“I enjoy just being out in the open, in the
air. Outdoors. Having that feeling of nature
around me. I’ve always been fascinated with
trees. The way when you walk through trees the
light is sort of pixilated. It’s an endless topic.
I guess that’s why I like it so much. I’m just

trying to create images that have a meditative
state. I’m trying to create that meditative state
that I see when I’m in nature.”
With work displayed in Abbozzo Gallery in
Oakville, Matilda Swanson Gallery in Clarksburg, plus Collingwood restaurants Azzurra and
Tesoro, the majority of Peycha’s current work is
commission based.
“Some artists don’t like commissions, but I’ve
always tried to work that way,” he says.
“I’m a big believer of both. Having commissions is great too, because it provides the
financing for shows. When I’m doing commissions, I’ll start a whole bunch of different
sketches. Some sketches the client doesn’t like,
but I do. From those sketches, I end up doing
pieces for me.”
	His next show, Amongst the Forest, will
open at the Abbozzo Gallery on May 4. Inspired
by hiking and camping from the Beaver Valley to
Dorset, Ontario, the show will run for a month.
andrewpeycha.com

“ For me, working at a gallery, I felt like I was being influenced
by everyone else’s art and I was losing my own style.”
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Next Up:
The Season
We’ve All Been
Waiting For.
Summer.
We’re putting
together all
the info you’ll
need to make
it the best
summer ever.

Alija Bos photo
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S5 Team Ultegra
Inspired by the demands of the world’s top pro riders, the S5
deploys everything Cervélo has learned in 16 years of aerodynamic
design. A quantifiably faster bicycle, which is also agile and responsive,
yet smooth and comfortable on the toughest road surfaces.

Venge Expert Mid-Compact
The Venge Expert's competition-crushing combo of Tarmac-inspired
stiffness and light weight with Shiv-inspired aerodynamics makes
this pure race machine truly more bike than aero. Shimano Ultegra
components and Roval Rapide 35 aero wheels are ready to race.

Established 1969

HWY 26, West of Collingwood 705.445.1130 www.squirejohns.com

mountain

bike
season
Pass
early

bird9
$ 20

*

All

Ag

es

Ride all season at one of
Ontario’s largest bike parks
Check out the 2012 event line up
Tuesday Night Cross-Country
and Downhill Series
TUESDAY NIGHTS JUNE– AUGUST

Ontario Cup Downhill Race
JUlY 15

East Coast Open
JUlY 20 – 22

Wade Simmons Camp
JUlY 28

Centurion Cycling Canada
SEpTEmbEr 14 – 16

*Early Bird rates valid for purchase on or before April 30, 2012. All prices + taxes. Season Pass valid for unlimited trail and lift access during all operating hours of the 2012
season, weather and conditions permitting. All riders will be required to complete a waiver, assessment and view an orientation/educational video prior to picking up a Season
Pass. Riders 17 and under must complete the Waiver Process with a parent or legal guardian.
Rates and dates were correct at time of printing and are subject to change without notice. A one-time $10+taxes administration fee will be charged to the rider to complete
the process. Please visit bluemountain.ca for complete details.

bluemountain.ca

877.445.0231

