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next doornature
1.888.258.6867

www. theb luemounta ins . ca

w w w. v i s i t b l u e . c a

IT’S MORE THAN A TOWN – and a lot more than a Mountain. Thornbury, Clarksburg 
and Craigleith on the Georgian Bay shoreline • The gorgeous Beaver Valley • Bountiful 
farms and great local food • Scenic trails including the Bruce Trail and Georgian Trail 
• Pretty River Conservation Area • Blue Mountain Resort and Village • And so much 
more! The Blue Mountains is one of Canada’s top four-season destinations.

SALSA at Blue ~ June 24 -26
The Village at Blue Mountain

Canada Day Celebrations ~ July 1- 3
Thornbury-Clarksburg, The Village at Blue

Blue Mountains Chili RibFest ~ July 8,9
Cedar Run Horse Park, Clarksburg  

Peak To Shore MusicFest ~ Aug12 -14
Thornbury, The Village at Blue, Collingwood

Centurion Cycling - Outdoor Concert at Blue ~ Sept 17  
The Village at Blue

Apple Harvest Festival ~ Oct 7-10
The Blue Mountains

TOBM_S11_D2.indd   1 6/6/11   1:16:01 PM



August 27-28

Cedar run 

Rodeo 
Weekend

Cowboys from 4 Countries 
Competing in live bull riding, 
barrel raCing and bronC riding
Weekend entertainment
live music day & night, licensed 
beer garden, vendors and more

Have some fun in our kids Zone
mutton busting, face painting, 
pony rides and petting zoo! 

Saturday Sunday
Gates: 2:00pm Gates: 12:00pm
Rodeo: 5:00pm Rodeo: 2:00pm
day & NiGht all-day eNteRtaiNmeNt
eNteRtaiNmeNt

AdvAnce tickets 
adults $17, kids $12, 5 and under free!
At the gAte  
adults $22, kids $16, $5 for 5 and under

Visit www.cedarrun.ca 
to purchase tickets

EvEnt is in support of 
Camp maplE lEaf

Fun events for the whole family!

www.cedarrun.ca   519-599-3196Come on out and enjoy a horse show in a beautiful park setting!

Cedar Run Horse Trials

Aug 7
An action packed show featuring 
show jumping, dressage and 
cross-country events.

Cedar Run Hunter Jumper Classic 

July 6-10
Enjoy an exciting weekend of show jumping 
competition. Riders from across the province 
will compete for over $60,000 in prize money 
at this gold-sanctioned horse show. You don’t 
want to miss it!

The Riding School at Cedar Run
The Riding School provides instruction for riders of all 
ages and abilities under the tutelage of Head Instructor 
Sherrie Lee Hawley in a beautiful setting. 
Book your lesson today!

Email: ridingschool@cedarrun.ca



TMALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD. BROKERAGE. INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

705.445.5520
1.877.445.5520

www.royallepagecollingwood.com

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF GEORGIAN BAY! Large bungalow w/in-
law suite on 6 partially reforested acres. MLS®20100770  
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca $439,000

MOVE YOUR BUSINESS TO COLLINGWOOD! 4,800 Sq.ft. of office 
& warehouse space. New Price $599,000 MLS®20112374  
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca

CUSTOM BUNGALOW 3 Bdrms up + 3 more on Lower Level. Living 
Room, Rec. Room + Large Kids Room over Garage. MLS® 20105392  
Bob Muir 705-443-0773 bob@CollingwoodLifestyle.com

ThREE BEDROOM TWO STOREY TURN kEY UNIT  
Lighthouse Point
Karen Poshtar 705 443-0351  kposhtar@rogers.com

BEAUTIFUL hOME to be Built in Lora Bay, on cul de sac.  
4 bedroom/2 baths MLS 20112290D  
Maggi Olson 705-444-3342 $599,000

BUNGALOW WITh INCOME APT,  
3 BR plus 2 BR separate apt. MLS 20112618 $324,900  
Neil Thain 416.998.5558 or 705.445.5520 ext253 www.realestatewiz.ca

ORChARD AT CRAIGLEITh  
ONLY TOWNHOME AVAIL. MLS 20111947 $465,000 
Zig Glogowski 705-888-3080, zig@royallepage.ca 

STARTER hOME! 
Great starter in Midland. 2+1 bedroom. 2 bath. $179,900 
Call Peter F. Holgate today!!! 705-445-5520 ext. 228

SIERRA LANE! Renovated to the max!!1st Fairway 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
for the discriminating Buyer, $334,500 
Mardy van Beest 705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com

CRANBERRY MEWS  
Now leasing. Starting at $13 net. 
Call Peter F. Holgate 705-445-5520 ext. 228

BEAUTIFUL TANGLEWOOD Mountain views from this 4 bdrm condo. 
1450 sq ft, 9 ft ceilings, Niles sound system, 2.5 baths, garage, extra park-
ing $349,900 MLS 20111640 www.chriskeleher.ca 705-445-5520 ext.236

SUNSET VIEW!  
Ground floor unit at Lighthouse Point with sunset views $299,000
Karen Poshtar  SRES,ABR 705 443-0351  kposhtar@rogers.com

PRIVATE WATERFRONT hOME on double lot MLS # 20112672 
Offered at $749,000
John Giffen 705.888.6791 jegiffen@me.com: 705.888.6791

25 ACRE hOBBY FARM IN CLEARVIEW!  
Great house, barn and coverall!!! 499,900.00.  
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@royallepage.ca

DARE TO COMPARE 3 BR / 3 WR UPGRADED CONDO @ RUPERTS 
LANDING MLS #20111805 $194,000  
Zig Glogowski 705-888-3080, zig@royallepage.ca

PRESTIGIOUS STATELY hOME IN ThORNBURY! 3 Bedrooms, 
renovated & updated w/exquisite detail.  MLS®20110487  
Wispy Boivin 705-888-7212 wispy@royallepage.ca $799,000 

ARROWhEAD AT BLUE! 2,600 sf, 3 bdrms 3 baths, great rm w/12’ 
ceilings, view Blue Mtn, spa hot tub $479,000
Mardy van Beest 705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com

CRANBERRY MEWS  
Now leasing. Starting at $13 net. 
Call Peter F. Holgate 705-445-5520 ext. 228

WINTERGREEN AT BLUE! 3 Bedroom condo enrolled in BM rental 
program. Furnished & equipped. $264,900 MLS®20112059  
 Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca 

CRANBERRY TWO STOREY 1,300+ square feet $174,9000
Karen Poshtar  SRES,ABR 705 443-0351  kposhtar@rogers.com

IDEAL FAMILY hOME! Lockhart Subdivision, Upgraded 3 bed/3 
bath, beautiful backyard. MLSR20112400  
Mary Ann Burgess (705) 606-5520 homes@maryannburgess.ca

LORA BAY - Magnificent executive home overlooking 18th green 
and Georgian Bay. $1,195,000  
Kathy Rasmussens 705-606-0783 www.livingincollingwood.com

TWO hOUSES, 2.83 ACRES,  
Mountain Rd. Location, MLS 20112798  
Neil Thain 416.998.5558 or 705.445.5520 ext253 www.realestatewiz.ca

YOUR "DREAM" kITChEN can become a reality with $15,000 in upgrades 
and finishes in this newly constructed home, Creekside in Collingwood. 
Mardy van Beest 705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com

SECLUDED 50 ACRE ESTATE 
near Talisman Mountain Resort. $599,000. 
Call Peter F. Holgate for your private viewing. 705-445-5520

CREEkSIDE; COLLINGWOOD "Move soon &  select your Finishes"
com Price $296,000 includes HST 
Sheila Shepherd Direct 705-441-6085, sheilashepherrd@rogers.

CRANBERRY MEWS  
Now leaseing. Starting at $13 net. 
Call Peter F. Holgate 705-445-5520 ext. 228

Cindy Ryerse Krista Lesage Maggi Olson Karen Poshtar Sheila Sheappard Mardy Van Beest Mary Ann Burgess Kathy Rasmussens Vicki Bell

Ian Hawkins

Rick Crouch

Rick Wiles

Phyliss Dineen

Barry Manchester

Neil Thain

Peter HolgateVel IvardiBob MuirZig GlogowskiZig GlogowskiChris KeleherJohn GiffenJim HannaLindsay FawcettDoug Lindsay

On May 14, 2011 Royal LePage held its annual garage sale for women’s shelter, through the generosity  
of space donated at Cranberry Mews to hold the event. A record event reaching just over $400,000 raised 

across the country to support women and children in need of safe harbour.

Royal Lepage_ML Su2011_FNL.indd   1-2 11-06-07   2:45 PM
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107 East Ridge Dr.  Thornbury, Ontario  www.lorabaygolf.com

Book your tee time now! 
Please call the Golf Shop at 519.599.7500 ext.407

Experience YOUR way to play

7,200 yards of the region’s best golf vistas

Full service Golf Shop with CPGA Professionals 

Dining at The Raven Grill - 7 days a week! 

C O M E  A N D  P L A Y
Drive & Dine

on Sundays & 
Wednesdays

from $59

Ask about our
Preferred Players Guide 

With over $400 in
Savings on Golf & Dining

Golf Rates Starting at $50



BayBayLoraBayLoraBay

Masters  Collection Cottage Collection Masters  Collection

GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED**

Live where you
Play at

LORA BAY
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MEAFORD COLLINGWOOD

VISIT TODAY
LORABAY.COM
226-665-0180 | 1.877.696.8984
Sales Centre Hours: Monday - Sunday: 12pm - 5pm

*Prices and specifications subject to change. Features available as per plan. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Renderings are artist’s concept. 
**The first five purchasers of a Masters Collection home at Lora Bay by Reid’s Heritage Homes will have the Family Entrance Fee of $25,000 waived.
The first five purchasers of a Cottage Collection home at Lora Bay by Reid’s Heritage Homes will receive a year of free golf for both an Individual and a Spouse. Agreements
must be firm to qualify. Not redeemable for cash. The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission. June 2011.

C O T TAG E S  F R O M $337,600*   •   M A S T E R S  F R O M  $ 4 6 1 , 5 0 0 * 

INTRODUCING TWO EXQUISITE HOME COLLECTIONS

EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE IN
ELEGANT LIVING IN THORNBURY
… EXPERIENCE LORA BAY.

• Stunning 4-season lifestyle on

 the shores of Georgian Bay

• Spectacular golf, gorgeous nature

 and  outstanding amenities 

• Stunning exteriors with beautiful 

   wood and stone elements

• Customized Gourmet Kitchens

• All homes are ENERGY STAR®

 certifi ed

NEW DESIGNER DECORATED MODEL HOME NOW OPEN!

Reid Heritage Homes

LORA 0166

InDesign CS3
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70 Algonquin’s Ageless Attraction
 at 16 years of age, Leslie anthony spent a month paddling and portaging in algonquin.  
 now he returns for a two-week trip with his 16-year-old daughter. a story of generations  
 and the allure of algonquin. 

76  12 Days of Summer
 With summer in full swing, we thought we’d compile a list of 12 essential activities.  
 one for each weekend. See you out there! 
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Keep up to date With Mountain LiFe’S 
onLine Content via tWitter and FaCebooK. m o u n t a i n l i f e m a g .ca
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©Willy Waterton

“When nobody is around i blast 
hip hop and pretend like i can rap.” 

read the FuLL intervieW 
With leslie timms onLine. 

add MountainlifeMag to your  FoLLoW Friday 

For  a  ChanCe to Win a $100 gift certificate 
at  Copper Blues Bar & Grill

thinK you 
KnoW Where 
thiS iS? 
We’re offering up 
a chance to go 
hang-gliding from
blue for the 
closest answer. 
facebook 
Mountain 
Life Magazine 
with your answer 
and your chance to win. 
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Christie Beach

Camperdown

Craigleith

Collingwood

Blue Mountain 
Village

Heathcote

Clarksburg

THORNBURY

Meaford

what’s happening:
• Canada Day, 
Friday, July 1

• Blue Mountains Chili Ribfest
July 8, 9 & 10

• Peak to Shore Music Festival
Aug 12, 13 & 14

• Cedar Run Rodeo
Aug 27 & 28

• Centurion Cycling
Sept 16, 17 & 18

 • Blue Mountains 
Apple Harvest Festival

Oct 8, 9 & 10





...on the Top of Blue Mountain

Your three-hour guided tour includes
• Tree-top Canopy walk • 1000ft Escarpment Zip-line Ridewith 150ft

vertical drop • 300ft Forest Zip-line Ride • 425ft Suspension Bridge
• Caves and Caverns to explore • Unique Flora 

and Fauna • Natural and Native History Tour 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Just 1-1/2 hours north of Toronto • www.sceniccaves.com • (705) 446-0256 ext.227

at ScenicCaves

SCNA.10_EcoAd(MtLife)_Layout 1  25/02/10  9:51 AM  Page 1



www.freespirit-tours.com • freespirittours@hotmail.com
705-444-3622

Registration Fee $1,600. 
Register before June 1st 

& SAVE $100.
Program Date: July 17th-31st

This is a residential (co-ed) program,
space is limited. Please visit
www.freespirit-tours.com

for more details.

NATURAL LEADERS is a
leadership training program that
challenges youth to experience
two weeks of outdoor adventure
and sustainable living in the Blue
Mountains region.

NATURAL LEADERS
(ages 16+)

$360.00 per child per week 
9:00 am drop off, 4:00 pm pick up

at Pretty River Academy
Early Bird Special 

- Book Before June 1st & SAVE
$50.00

Outdoor Kids Camp
(ages 7 - 16)

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
• Mountain Biking
• Beach Day
• Swimming at Plunge
• Nature Games
• Amazing Race Day
• Nature Crafts
• Sea Kayaking 

New ECO Camp
(ages 9 - 12)

L.I.T - Leader in Training Program
(ages 14 - 18)

LIT’s will learn the leadership responsibilities of being a
councilor with hands on outdoor experience while being
mentored by our qualified guides. $250.00 per child per week 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Rock Climbing        
• Voyageur Canoeing
• Kayaking                 
• Swimming
• Mountain Biking     
• Caving
• Geocaching             
• Wilderness Survival Skills
• Orienteering

$235.00 per child per week 
9:00 am drop off, 4:00 pm pick up

at Pretty River Academy
IN THE MONTH OF 

JULY ONLY.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Leadership Training
• Canoe Trips
• Tree Planting
• Team Building
• Overnight Solo
• Rock Climbing
• Environmental Stewardship
• 100 Mile Challenge

Mountain Life Ad_8.375 x 10.875  5/12/11  8:05 AM  Page 1
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First Steps

Fieldnotes

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto

The inspiration to write these words is to fill a blank page – and, 
hopefully, to provide meaningful encouragement and inspire others. 
Yet inspiration is a fickle mistress. She can come and go quicker than 
a long weekend. Perhaps, if I just start typing, I’ll find the ideas I need, 
and, if I’m lucky, something worth saying will appear. 

In my younger years when I dreamt of being a writer I kept a 
journal. And all I did was try to fill pages. I have journal upon journal 
from those years, most of them full of prattle describing places I don’t 
remember, and people I don’t recall. But amongst the crap is a gem here 
or there. And it was the practice that made the craft shine. The act of 
actually doing it made it work.

Today I went for a hike on my local trail even though it was the last 
thing I should do, with gear-guide photos to shoot and this to write. 
Hiking was procrastination. I didn’t even really feel like hiking.

During the first few uphill steps I felt the strength in my calves as they 
flexed upwards. I felt my Achilles tendon as it stretched then contracted, 
my toes splaying in my shoes as I trudged upwards. I felt my lower 
back lean forward on the steep grade of the trail and I heard the earth 
crumple beneath the rubbery lugs of my soles. I felt the steps. It was by 
no means a life-changing moment, but I felt it all. For an instant I was 
acutely aware. My actions created momentum.

The rest of the hike went more or less according to plan. I broke a 
sweat, got my blood flowing and returned to the office feeling energetic 
and motivated. 

And while the ideas hadn’t busted forth, there was something to 
that instant of awareness. There was something in those first steps. 
Something that reminded me to get going. To get started.

Those first steps of applying finger to keyboard are the same as the 
first few steps of hiking, or for that matter, anything. It’s repeatedly said 
they are the most difficult steps to make. But they can lead to meaning. 
They can lead to depth. They lead forward. 

And there it is: something worth saying. If ever there is a season to 
take some first steps, summer is it. Warm weather, blue skies and green 
foliage inspire with the belief that anything is possible. And it is. All we 
need to remember is that first steps are the key. 

Happy hiking. Here’s to summer.

 
Colin Field
Editor 
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www.cmhsummer.com

CMH Family Adventures:  
Mountain Adventures for the Whole Family

This is a place that lifts your soul, heightens your senses, and entices you to journey 
outward and inward all at the same time. Whether you’re a first-timer, a frequenter,  
a kid, an adult, a family, a couple, daring, or laid back... you will leave having been moved. 

Yes, you’ll leave with the usual grandiose pictures and notes and keepsakes.  
More importantly, however, you will leave with stories. Some you’ll tell, and some you’ll  
keep within. 

Join us in British Columbia this summer. Discover your own CMH story. 

For more information and to book call us at 1.800.661.0252 or info@cmhinc.com



Mr. Field,
While I enjoy reading 
your mag, I cannot get 
past my own pet peeve 
of a parent proudly 
d i s p l a y i n g  t h e i r 
beautiful infant son in 
a canoe on a river while 
not wearing a lifejacket 
as you appear to have 
done on page 22 of the 
Spring 2011 issue. What 
kind of example are 
you setting for all your 
readers and for your 
son? His safety should 
trump all others. No 
excuses, kind sir.

Regards,
andreW barChaM
Singhampton, on

Feedback

Dear Editor,
As the editor of the Georgian Peaks history 
referenced by Paul Wilson in your winter issue 
I was surprised when he wrote that his source 
for having stated The Peaks had the first chairlift 
in the area was indeed, the Georgian Peaks history 
book.
 “That’s something I would remember,” I 
thought. Wanting to clear my name and research 
abilities, I’ve just spent some enjoyable time 
re-reading the history and nowhere can I find the 
reference. I think where Paul’s confusion may 
have arisen from is that the Minute Mile chair 
was the first to have its towers dropped in place 
by helicopter; that was in 1973.
 Blue Mountain had the old South Chair running 
in 1959 and while the Peaks opened in December 
1960, with a chairlift, it was obviously not the 
first in the area. That distinction absolutely 
goes to Blue Mountain as Marg Holroyd points 
out [see Feedback, p.24, ML spring 2011]. The 
Peaks has loads of things to brag about (without 
exaggerating!) but that’s not one of them. 

Sincerely,
Lynne barneS

Will someone please fire our fact-checker already? 
–Ed. 

Chairlift 
bragging rightSWhat if?

Dear Editor,
I feel compelled to add a few more “what ifs” to your list. What if the canoe 
had capsized? What if you were unable to rescue your child because of the 
numbing effect of the frigid waters of early spring? Were you and your wife 
wearing PFDs so you could keep your child afloat if necessary? Although there 
are no Transport Canada–approved PFDs for infants less than 9kg (20lb) and 
you are not legally required to carry one, there are many on the market which 
are approved by the US Coast Guard and any flotation seems better than none 
in the event of an emergency.
 The spirit of adventure displayed in your magazine is inspiring, and 
sometimes awe-inspiring, but please temper that enthusiasm with common 
sense and be aware that you are setting an example for others. Hopefully your 
little one will be better equipped for this spring’s Beaver River trip.

Lynda Long

Since the moment I considered running this shot, I knew these letters were 
coming. 
My excuses, in order of importance: 
1) There was a lifejacket on board. 
2)  I’m 110 percent sure that nothing was going to go wrong on the river at  
 that time of year. 
3)  I’m 200 percent sure that if something had happened I would have been  
 on shore, with my boy in my arms in seconds. 
4)  Life jackets are total photo killers.
 But I digress. You’re both right. In my position, 
I shouldn’t have run the shot. Thanks for the scolding. 
– Ed.

BOOK 
YOUR 
BEGINNER 
DOWNHILL
LESSON

     love

*Prices plus applicable taxes.  Every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy although errors may occur. 
Programs, rates and dates are subject to change 
without notice. 

*Prices plus applicable taxes.  Every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy although errors may occur. 
Programs, rates and dates are subject to change 
without notice.

bluemountain.ca	 705-445-0231	x	6541

A group experience for new riders $89*

	 Includes	guide,	trail	&	lift	access	and	bike	&	armour	rental.

bluemountain.ca	 705-445-0231	x	6541



meaford.ca

Catch the buzz... without the bustle. Check out 
Meaford, Ontario - New York’s laid-back country cousin, 
located just 2 hours northwest of Toronto. We’ve got great 
theatre and concerts, fresh local food, shopping, nature at 
your doorstep and a beautiful harbour on Georgian Bay. 

Start spreading the news...

the        big apple.
Meaford...summer

ultimate

package
survival

11 Bruce Street South, Thornbury
519 599 6699   thecheesegallery.ca

‘cheese, wine and bread... 
     that’s pretty much all you need!’



contributors

AlijA Bos

twenty-three-year-old alija bos is a Muskoka/barrie resident who has been 
photographing the things he loves for the past six years. his time and lens are 
focused on the environment, water, people and action sports. he is thankful for 
his family, his life, his camera, his friends, water, beer, and the sun. Check out 
www.alijabos.com to view some of his work.

KAte Fox

Kate Fox is an adventurous high school 
student with a passion for exploring the great 
outdoors and the world of journalism. She is 
currently enrolled in the geoventure course at 
Jean vanier high School, which has brought 
her to Mountain Life as a co-op student. With 
geoventure, Kate has camped in ontario’s 
most beautiful parks and gone snowshoeing, 
skiing and rock climbing all over the georgian 
bay region. She loves to wakeboard, surf, fish, 
play guitar and hopes to travel the world with 
her snowboard and notebook in tow.

BoB grAnt

bob grant started hang-gliding in 
1972 when he was 30 years old. he 
first tried a mountain launch at blue 
Mountain and has been hooked ever 
since. he has traveled all over the 
uSa to hang-glide, accompanied 
by his wife Maureen who also takes 
in the scenery from the air. they 
also enjoy windsurfing, water-skiing, 
biking and kayaking.

The 2011 Meaford International Film Festival

Four NIGHTS    Four FILMS    Four PARTIES
An exceptional Film Festival experience at Meaford Hall

Box Office: 1.877.538.0463    miff11.ca

September 1-4, 2011
Films will be announced in July!

highschool students 
pay just 5 bucks!

Ticket prices will be subject to HST

meafordhall.ca
877.538.0463

On the Stage
Jill Barber jazz/soul 

June 26

Kardinal Offishall 
hip hop/rap/reggae 

June 30

Marshall Dane 
country 

August 4

Molly Johnson 
jazz and pop 

September 24

Crash Test Dummies 
folk rock 

October 20

In The Galleries
Two Visions: 

From Our Perspective 
Sharon Barfoot & 

Dianne Sutter 
July 4 - 30

Borders & Beyond 
Linda Bester 

August 2 - Sept 24

Summer Camps
The Whirling Dervishes 

Puppetry Workshop 
July 4 - 15

Dean Hollin’s Musical 
Theatre August 8 - 19

Find us on

Summer at a Glance

Sloan  Alternative Rock
Thurs., July 21  8 pm   $45

Jesse Cook  latin guitar
August 17  $45

July 13-16    $40
Get a Group together and receive 
up to 25% off the regular ticket price

Professional Theatre

lights
Indie / New Wave
August 23  
$35



Collingwood: Becker’s Shoes   73 Hurontario St   705-445-4641
Barrie: Becker’s Shoes   39 Dunlop St E   705-728-8689
Owen Sound: Becker’s Shoes   932 2nd Ave. E   519-376-6530
Thornbury: Evolution   40 Bruce Street 519-599-5013
Toronto: Australian Boot Company   698 Queen St W   416-504-2411
Toronto: Australian Boot Company   2644 Yonge Street   416-488-9488

  We’ve seen cheap knock-offs. We’ve seen expensive knock-offs.    
But for quality and wear, nothing  
 steps up like the original,  
time-tested Blundstone boot.   
 Pull on comfort since 1870.  
   That’s the deal.

Marine Supplies
Marine Charts

Boat Maintenance
and Repairs

Neustadt Springs Brewery is a family
owned and operated cottage brewery.
Dedicated to brewing all natural ales 
and beers. The brewery retail store is open 
7 days a week from 10am until 6pm. 

519.799.5790   info@neustadtsprings.com

Great beer.

Cavern tours are only available on weekends by appointment from June until Thanksgiving.
The tours take about an hour and the cost is $5 (not suitable for children under 12).

Neustadt.:Aboreal  6/5/09  2:29 PM  Page 1

The CraigleiTh heriTage DepoT

Museum and Tourism Information Centre

Open Tuesday - Sunday  9:30 - 5:00
  
113 Lakeshore Rd. E.
Blue Mountains, ON  L9Y 0N1 
Tel:   705.444.2601
Fax:  705.444.2793

 w w w. t h e b l u e m o u n t a i n s . c a
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it arrived overnight: an all-white bike, bolted to 
the railing on Moore’s hill in owen Sound. it 
appeared anonymously like installation art. but 
on closer inspection the words “roger Smith 
rip” are written along the seat tube. 

on august 6 2008, it was here that roger 
Smith died. the 46-year-old was on his way 
to a weekly club ride when a car pulled out 
on 2nd avenue. he lost control of the bicycle, 
slammed into the curb and fell on some large 
rocks. he died instantly.

the all-white bike is a memorial to roger 
Smith and is known as a ghost bike. the first 
ghost bikes appeared in Missouri in 2003. 
Since then they have appeared in over 150 
locations worldwide. 

A Somber Memorial

upfront

“ghost bikes are smal l  and somber 
memorials for bicyclists who are killed or hit 
on the street,” says ghostbikes.org. “they serve 
as reminders of the tragedy that took place on 
an otherwise anonymous street corner, and as 
quiet statements in support of cyclists’ right 
to safe travel.”

this Moore’s hill memorial to roger Smith 
is one of the first to appear in the area. 

While there aren’t many cycling-related 
deaths around here, they do happen. records 
of accidents before 2005 are scarce, but since 
that time, Jean-paul therrien of barrie lost his 
life in 2006 to a drunk driver. as did Meredith 
Mcphee, a 32-year-old Windsor woman, killed 
by a pickup truck around 10 p.m, July 12, 2008 

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto

in tobermory. robert Lyle armstrong was killed 
at 1:30 a.m. on September 25, 2010, heading 
east on highway 89 in east Luther–grand 
valley township. 

these are somber statistics and though 
miniscule in comparison to large metropolitan 
areas, they are unnecessary deaths.

Cycling in the region is rapidly gaining 
popularity, which makes it more important than 
ever for cyclists and motorists alike to respect 
one another’s right to the road. 

While the appearance of a ghost bike in the 
region is a step towards increasing awareness, 
it is a haunting reminder of the tragic story that 
unfolded here. Let’s avoid any more of them. 
Let’s share the road.

Centurion Wisconsin (August 5-7, 2011) • Centurion Canada (Sept. 16-18, 2011) 
Coming in 2012:  Centurion NY (June 22-24, 2012) • Centurion Niagara (July 6-8, 2012)

CenturionCycling.com

CANADA
Presented by:

CANADA
Presented by:

CANADA

CANADA

Canada’s newest cycling sensation.

100-mile (160km) 
50-mile (80km) • 25-mile (40km)

Hill Climb • Kid’s Ride • Expo

Individuals, Teams, Clubs, Charities

Racers race, riders ride.  
That’s Centurion Cycling. 

“Great experience, loved the ride, fi rst class all the way. 
Just what you expect from Graham’s team.”  

Simon Whitfi eld, Olympic Gold Medalist

September 16-18, 2011



Centurion Wisconsin (August 5-7, 2011) • Centurion Canada (Sept. 16-18, 2011) 
Coming in 2012:  Centurion NY (June 22-24, 2012) • Centurion Niagara (July 6-8, 2012)

CenturionCycling.com

CANADA
Presented by:

CANADA
Presented by:

CANADA

CANADA

Canada’s newest cycling sensation.

100-mile (160km) 
50-mile (80km) • 25-mile (40km)

Hill Climb • Kid’s Ride • Expo

Individuals, Teams, Clubs, Charities

Racers race, riders ride.  
That’s Centurion Cycling. 

“Great experience, loved the ride, fi rst class all the way. 
Just what you expect from Graham’s team.”  

Simon Whitfi eld, Olympic Gold Medalist

September 16-18, 2011



We drink, swim, and paddle 
it, but how much do we really 
know about it? georgian bay 
is a crucial resource and its 
future welfare is by no means 
assured. happily, the charity 
georgian bay Forever is here 
to monitor and research the 
bay for those of us without 
the knowledge, expertise, or 
time. Founded in 1995, gbF 
recently hired its first paid 
staffer, david Sweetnam, as 
executive director. 

S w e e t n a m  b r i n g s  a 
b o a t l o a d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c 
credentials to the job.  a 
b iochemis t  by  t r a in ing , 
he founded no less than 
the international uv index 
program, and later owned 
an it services company. as 
a teen,  Sweetnam spent 
t i m e  i n  g e o r g i a n  b a y 
islands national park. When 
gbF came calling, he had 
sold his it company, and 
the time was right.

Georgian Bay Forever

upfront

ethan M e Leg p h oto

gbF is a registered charity focusing on 
both public outreach and scientific research. 
“research exists in government agencies, 
but they don’t have the budgets to go out 
and communicate it,” Sweetnam says. “our 
objective is twofold: one is to provide support 
for research. We also want to make sure our 
own research, and government research, gets 
out to the public.” gbF’s research includes 
developing water-quality monitoring programs 
and wetland inventories. 

gbF held a georgian bay vital Signs event 
last spring that included speakers from the 
international Joint Commission and McMaster 
university. a speaker from the Mnr’s great 
Lakes Management unit, arunas Liskauskas, 
gave a sobering rundown of invasive species in 
the bay, including zebra and quagga mussels 
who act “like a vacuum cleaner” by sucking 
nutrients out of the water. he reported a 
staggering 93 percent decline in diporeia, 
a small shrimp-like staple of the food chain. 
“there is a perfect storm raging beneath the 
placid waters of Lake huron and georgian bay,” 
he said, “yet most of the public is unaware of 
the transformation occurring.” With the help of 
georgian bay Forever, maybe more of us will be. 
georgianbayforever.org

ROCK
THIS
WAY

JAZZ AT THE STATION
Every Wednesday evening

FARMERS MARKET
Every Saturday morning

COLLINGWOOD’S
FESTIVAL FOR
CANADA
July 1-3

ELVIS FESTIVAL
July 21-24

Gone are the days when you needed to drive
for hours to attend A-list events in the summer.
Today it’s all happening right here. So instead
of being stuck in traffic, why not park the car
and take a WALK DOWNTOWN?

WAKESTOCK
August 5-7

Be part of your community.
Join us on Facebook for photos,

video, event listings and other updates:
facebook.com/collingwooddowntown

COLLINGWOOD ART,
JAZZ & BLUES FEST
August 19-21

WORDSTOCK
September 9-10



WALK
THIS
WAY

Did you know that Collingwood is
the only intact main street recognized
in Canada’s Register of Historic
Places? That’s not all it has going for
it. Walking Downtown will take you 
to all the events, shopping and 
services you need.

Be part of your community.
Join us on Facebook for photos,

video, event listings and other updates:
facebook.com/collingwooddowntown

FamilyFun.FamilyFun.
atScenicCavesatScenicCaves
www.sceniccaves.com •705.446-0256 www.sceniccaves.com •705.446-0256 

Top of Blue Mountain

Suspension Bridge

Caves and Caverns 

Gemstone Mining

Big Rock Railroad

Family Picnic Area

Mini-golf

Snack Bar

Gift Shop

Adventure 
Playground  

RUNNING / HIKING SHOES REQUIRED

Pamperme
Day Spa

Specialized Facials 
(Dermalogica products)

Makeup Application

Massage Therapies
Aromatherapy • Hot Stone
Relaxation • RMT

Spa Body Treatments

Couples Packages

Girls Getaway Packages

Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing

Gift Certificates Available

75 Hurontario St. Collingwood   705.446.1286
w w w. p a m p e r m e s p a . c a
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upfront

it’s not the only thing being done to mitigate 
the carnage.

“We don’t know yet how to create fencing 
and tunnels that are universally used by frogs, 
salamanders, snakes and turtles,” says Megan 
rasmussen, a turtle researcher and species-at-
risk biologist. “right now we throw a culvert in, 
but if you’re [cold-blooded], sometimes a warm 
road surface is a more enticing place to cross 
than a cool, shadowy tunnel. So we’re pursuing 
research and initiatives to create better ‘eco-
passages’ for animals.”

despite a generally increased conservation 
awareness, populations of these animals 
are still in precipitous decline. Starting in 
June, turtles appear along most of ontario’s 
highways, largely females looking for a place 
(sadly, often a sandy road shoulder) to nest. this 
is a huge problem for turtle species, already 
hampered by low numbers of offspring, low 
recruitment (few young survive to adulthood), 
and an average time to reproductive maturity 
of between 10 – 30 years. because they live 
60 – 100 years, many turtles killed crossing 
roads are 40+ year-old females that can’t be 
readily replaced, creating an instant sex bias 
in the population and making it even more 
vulnerable to extirpation. Snakes, with greater 
reproductive output, higher recruitment, and 
far less time to maturity, can show measurable 
recovery with conservation efforts while 
recovery in turtle populations is hard to study 
because their lifespans outlast the ability of 
individuals to monitor them.

though it’s unlikely to replace listening to the 
Jays on the radio, let’s imagine you’re driving 
through this province’s wild areas this summer 
thinking: “What can i do to help ontario’s many 
reptile species-at-risk?” there are several 
things, but if you’re behind the wheel the first 
is this: pay attention.

along with habitat destruction, pollution and 
persecution, road mortality is the gravest threat 
to vulnerable species of snakes and turtles, tens 
of thousands of which meet a sticky end each 
year on ontario’s roads as they move between 
mating, foraging, and hibernating areas. highly 
trafficked cottage-bound roads have become 
veritable slaughterhouses for these animals. For 
instance, with wild habitat and wetlands on both 
sides, highway 69 is a busy place for animal 
crossings; being the main link between toronto 
and Sudbury, it’s also a busy place for humans, 
with few breaks between cars and not enough 
under-road crossings. it’s no coincidence 
that most of ontario’s endangered reptiles 
inhabit this corridor along the eastern shore 
of georgian bay. When it comes to roads and 
cars, these slow-moving, unassuming animals 
have no idea of the danger they’re courting; 
when you see them on the pavement, however, 
they’re easy enough to avoid. 

the past decade has seen an increase in 
signage to this effect around cottage country: 
bright yellow “brake for Snakes” and “turtle 
Crossing” signs erected by local groups, who, in 
conjunction with the Ministry of transportation, 
have identified high-mortality areas of roadway. 

Brake for Snakes
but snakes have other problems. Few 

people are chopping up turtles with shovels 
because they’re afraid of them. the three 
species in the georgian bay area with official 
threatened status (meaning it’s illegal to 
harm them) are the eastern Massasauga 
rattlesnake, the fox snake and the hognose 
snake. only the Massasauga is venomous 
— though its shy, retreating ways mean it’s 
not considered dangerous — but all are large, 
brownish and blotched, and thus regularly 
confused: Massasauga and hognose are 
stout-bodied; fox snakes and hognose can 
have light-coloured backgrounds; fox snakes 
are “rattling” snakes that vibrate their pointed 
tails, possibly capitalizing on rattlesnake 
mimicry. add to this that the more common 
and harmless northern watersnake is often 
mislabeled a “water moccasin” and confused 
with all three, and you can see how they’ve 
all ended up on the endangered list. people 
seem to have no qualms about killing a snake 
on their property or on the highway.

What can you do when you see these 
animals on a road? Slow down and let them 
cross. if it’s a turtle and you’re comfortable 
with doing so, pick it up and move it off the 
road in the direction it was headed. don’t 
take it home or go out of your way to put it 
into water — it knows where it’s going; and 
hopefully that’s not toward extinction. 

–Leslie anthony

info on reptiles-at-risk programs:
georgian bay biosphere reserve: 
gbbr.ca  has two excel lent and 
informative videos, at-risk turtles, 
Snakes and Frogs of georgian bay, 
and Working in Massasauga habitat 
which also contain links to other 
information. 
See also: massasauga.ca

the eastern fox snake. ethan MeLeg photo
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32 Bruce St. S.,
thornBury • 519 599-5315

•

NOW OPEN IN PORT CARLING
121 Medora St.,

Port carling • 705 765-1919

decorsosfashions@bmts.com
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history

Hanging On
When vintaGe GeorGian peaks hanG-GlidinG footaGe shoWed up on 
YoutuBe reCentlY We had to find out more. a little sleuthinG led us to 
BoB Grant, the filmer and one of the Gliders in this amazinG footaGe. 
noW, at 68, Grant is still an avid hanG-Glider provinG the sport isn’t as 
danGerous as it maY seem. he filled us in on What’s GoinG on in hanG-
GlidinG these daYs.

bob grant  models the latest  in  outdoor c loth ing 
techno logy  fo r  1975 :  j eans  and  work  b oo ts .

I n t e r v I e w  b y  C o l I n  F I e l d
P h o t o g r a P h y  b y  b o b  g r a n t



Leave Her Breathless.

25 Bruce Street South, Thornbury, ON     Tel: 519.599.2201     
www.thediamondstudio.ca

21 Hurontario St. Collingwood - 705 444-7890
birdhousecollingwood@gmail.com

The Bird House Nature Company
All your bird needs in Barrie, Orillia, and Now 
a Brand New Location in Collingwood!

Bird Feed and Birding accessories plus  
unique gifts for the home and yard

102599 Grey Road 18, Owen Sound | 519-376-3690
(South of Owen Sound, near Inglis Falls) | www.greyroots.com

Six exhibit galleries, Grey County Archives, group & school tours,
gift shop, theatre, seasonal café, & tourism information
Nine weeks of KIDSCAMP: Maya, Pioneers, Dinosaurs, Quilting, & more!
Book your Maya & Pioneer-themed BIRTHDAY PARTIES!

Six exhibit galleries, Grey County Archives, group & school tours,
gift shop, theatre, seasonal café, & tourism information
Nine weeks of KIDSCAMP: Maya, Pioneers, Dinosaurs, Quilting, & more!
Book your Maya & Pioneer-themed BIRTHDAY PARTIES!

Open daily: June 25 - September 5, 2011

Maya Girl Photo Credit: Sean Caffrey / Lonely Planet Images

on until September 25

Hands-on Fun for the Whole Family!



Mountain life: When are these shots from 
and where?
bob grant: these shots were in and around 
1974 and 1975 and most were at blue 
Mountain and georgian peaks.

Ml: Why doesn’t anyone hang-glide in 
these locations anymore?
bg: in about 1978 one of our pilots clipped an 
electric wire at georgian peaks. the operators 
decided that hang-gliding in that area was 
an insurance risk so we were asked to stop 
flying there.

Ml: Where do people hang-glide in ontario 
now?
bg: Most hang-gliders in ontario are towed up 
by an ultralight aircraft, similar to the way that 
sailplanes launch. there are a few sites that do 
this; two near arthur, ontario and another near 
pickering, ontario.

Ml: Are you still hang-gliding? 
bg: yes, i am still hang-gliding after 39 years. 
Just this week a friend and i travelled to the 
Finger Lakes area of new york just south of 
rochester. i had a three-hour-and-eighteen 
-minute flight after running off of an 800-foot 
hill there and i gained 2,970 feet in thermals 
on that flight. there were seven other pilots 
flying at the site on tuesday. on Wednesday 
we tried another site and our longest flight that 
day was 25 minutes. My longest flight ever was 
from a 400 foot cliff launch overlooking bath, 
new york and i stayed up in thermals for six 
and-a-half hours.

Ml: How has the gear changed since these photos were 
taken?
bg: one of the biggest changes is that the nose angle in 1972 
was 80 degrees and now they are 120 degrees. another big 
change is the airfoil shape and the cross tubes are enclosed 
inside the sail. the gliders now are much safer as they have a 
built-in dive recovery system. in the early years if a hang-glider 
started a steep dive they could easily invert and sometimes did. 
that would usually break the frame, sending the hang-glider 
diving into the ground. on today’s gliders if you try to pull in 
really hard the dive recovery system won’t let the glider get 
into a steep dive and will keep the top speed from reaching 60 
mph. as soon as the pilot lets out on the control bar the glider 
resumes level flight.

Ml: How much is a hang-glider now and how much was 
one then?
bg: today a top of the line high performance hang-glider costs 
around $9,000 and in 1972 my first glider was $500 new. you 
can buy a medium performance or learning hang-glider now 
for about $4,000.

Ml: How has paragliding’s popularity affected hang- 
gliding?
bg: When paragliders first came on the scene about 15 years 
ago there were many sold and lots of people tried the sport. 

Lately the popularity seems to have slowed 
and many of the paraglider pilots are starting 
to hand-glide. the biggest disadvantage of 
a paraglider is it has no airframe so if the 
air is turbulent, a thermal can collapse the 
paraglider wing and it’s often hard to re-inflate 
the wing. Many paraglider pilots have fallen to 
their death in those situations. i personally feel 
more secure with an aluminum airframe and a 
dacron sail securely fastened to it.

Ml: How dangerous is hang-gliding?
bg: it’s no more dangerous that scuba, 
motocross or many other sports. as with all 
aircraft, a person needs to follow rules of 
the air and make flying safe for all. in the 
1980s there were up to 60 deaths per year 
and now we are down to about five per year 
worldwide.

Ml: Anything else to add?
bg: My wife Maureen and i flew tandem 
from the top of blue Mountain in about 1977 
taking off with snow skis and we landed in the 
parking lot at the bottom. ml

M a u r e e n  g r a n t  f l i e s  t h e  f r i e n d l y 
sk ies  ab ove  georg ian  peaks .
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Food

Ode to the Burger b y  e s t e r  o ’ n e I l l 
P h o t o g r a P h y  b y  C o l I n  F I e l d

There is something to be said for the humble hamburger: 
its portability, adaptability and, of course, the soul-
saitisfying flavour. Soft pillowy buns holding smokey 
grilled meat, topped with crisp, fresh pickles, lettuce, 
onions, tomatoes, oh my! Whoever was first to sandwich 
grilled meat between bread is certainly worthy of an 
award, or two.

And it is in summertime when the burger truly comes in to its own. BBQs come out, 
fresh tomatoes are dying to be sliced and placed on top and family picnics across our 
fair land are improved by the presence of this modest hot sandwich. 

To help you navigate your way to this summer’s best burger we’ve come up with a 
delicious recipe for your own patties (using local beef) and some inspired cheese and 
topping ideas. Long live the burger.



ONTARIO’S ONLY RIBFEST
SANCTIONED BY THE K.C.B.S

CLARKSBURG, THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

THE 27th
ANNUAL ROTARY
CHILI COOKOFF

ON SATURDAY

WHOLE HOG BBQ 
CHAMPIONSHIP

ON SUNDAY

MIDWAY GAMES 
& RIDES

ARTS & CRAFTS
MARKETPLACE

NON-STOP
MUSIC & FOOD

BEER GARDEN

FRIDAY 7PM
FATHEAD

BLUES BAND
AVERY STONE

BRYAN SORENSON 
BAND

ADMISSION $20 

SATURDAY 7PM
TROOPER

WILD T & 
THE SPIRIT

DJ CONOR CUTZ
ADMISSION $30

WEEKEND
2-CONCERT

PASS $40
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good quality beef needs few additions to make an outstanding 
burger. egg binds the mixture without the drying and tasteless 
qualities of breadcrumbs or other fillers. Make this burger your 
own by choosing from some of the inspiring cheese and topping 
ideas on the following pages.

Makes 8 regular or 6 large burgers

 2 lb naturally-raised ground Wagyu beef 
 (see below for info)

 1 small yellow onion, minced

 1 tsp dried thyme

 1 tsp ground coriander

 ¾ tsp each salt and pepper

 2 dashes Worcestershire sauce

 2 dashes hot sauce (or more to taste)

 1 large egg

Mix together beef, onion, thyme, coriander, salt, pepper, 
Worcestershire sauce, hot sauce and egg until thoroughly mixed.

Shape into 6 or 8 ¾-inch thick patties. 

grill over medium-high heat, turning once, until med-rare (or 
preferred doneness), 10 to 12 minutes.

top with cheese, sauces and toppings as desired; sandwich 
between toasted buns. enjoy!

LuCKy For uS, grey and bruCe CountieS are hoMe 
to SoMe oF the beSt CattLe FarMS in the provinCe.  
 
For example, Wagyu beef (also known as Kobe beef), a type of 
Japanese cattle that has foodies drooling over its tenderness and 
mild but alluring beefy taste, is raised right here. Lloyd Kuntz was 
the first breeder of Wagyu cattle in ontario, since 1992, and is proud 
to call Formosa home. beef sales are available direct from his farm 
at (519-367-2913). other fantastic, naturally-raised and local beef 
options include Scotch Mountain Farms in Meaford, or Meadowbrook 
Family Farms in Walkerton and many others. or if you’re feeling a bit 
wild, why not try local elk, lamb or bison?

Mountain Life 
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We Proud l y  Serv e :

Canada’s #1 

OrganiC Fair

Trade COFFee

*	Open 7 days a week

*	Full Breakfast until 11 am everyday

*	Made-to-order Sandwiches 
 & Lunch Specials

*	Fresh Bread and Pastries DAILY

*	Meals-to-go

*	Espresso, Cappuccino, Latte, 
 Americano, Café o’lait

*	Custom Cakes & Cupcakes

*	Catering

*	Wi-Fi Hotspot

519-599-3311
12 Bruce St South, Thornbury 
www.thornburybakerycafe.comBARRIE

75 Barrieview Drive • 719-7888
COLLINGWOOD

115 First Street • 443-8809

TWO LOCATIONS • CALL FOR TAKEOUT

Thai Fusion
Thai with subtle layers of taste 

and incredibly delicate flavours.
“One of the best restaurants in Barrie” — Toronto Star

Readers’ Choice Award – Voted Best Thai Restaurant in Barrie

lunch • dinner • sunday brunch
martinis • vintage wine
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a burger iSn’t reaLLy CoMpLete Without CheeSe. and WhiLe MiLd-taSting, Super-MeLty and 
uLtra-Convenient CheeSe SLiCeS Might StiLL be your go-to ChoiCe, there iS a WorLd oF CheeSe out there Waiting 
to tranSForM your burger. together With the SteLLar CheeSeMongerS at the CheeSe gaLLery in thornbury, 
We CaMe up With SoMe MuSt-be-eXperienCed CheeSeS, FroM CoW to goat to Sheep, inCLuding a handFuL oF LoCaL 
piCKS, to graCe your burgerS thiS SuMMer. 

beemster Premium goat 
gouda – While beemster 
is most recognized by the 
pale orange gouda of the 
same name, they also make 
a dreamy goat gouda. aged 
only 6 months,  this pale 
white semi-firm cheese has 
an unmistakable sweetness 
that is truly addicting.

Wooldrift Farm Sheep Feta 
– available pasteurized or 
raw, this sheep feta is mild 
and creamy and becomes 
almost spreadable when 
heated. owners Chris and 
axel were the first sheep 
milking operation in ontario 
and their feta is not to be 
missed.

red dragon – For those 
who enjoy a bit of bite with 
their burger, red dragon is 
a must. this Welsh cheddar 
is loaded with whole mustard 
seeds and Welsh ale. it’s a 
buttery, spicy cheese with 
complex flavour and a great 
texture from the mustard 
seeds. 

monforte’s nika sheep 
cream cheese – Spreadable 
sheep cream cheese boasting 
g a r l i c  s c a p e ,  o r e g a n o , 
lavender and basil is heavenly 
on a burger. the flavours are 
delicate and subdued and 
the rich creaminess stands 
up well to the grilled meat. 
needs only a fresh tomato 
slice and a leaf of lettuce to 
really enjoy. 

8-year-old Pine river 
cheddar – pine river has 
been making cheese in ripley, 
on, since 1885, and they have 
a tried, tested and true product 
in this amazing Cheddar. the 
aging process gives th is 
cheese a sharp tang and hint 
of caramel. and it melts to 
ooey-gooey goodness.

brie – nothing beats a classic 
French brie, like brie de Meaux 
for burgers. Keep the rind 
on to stop the cheese from 
melting right off the burger, 
but be prepared to be blown 
away but the rich, creamy and 
nutty aromas that develop 
when heated.

bleu benedictine – this 
award-winning blue cheese 
made by the benedict ine 
Monk community in Quebec’s 
eas te rn  townsh ips  i s  a 
favourite for burgers. its sharp, 
earthy flavour goes great with 
beef. and its soft, creamy 
texture is pleasing to blue 
cheese beginners.  

emmentaler  – this raw 
mi lk  Swiss cheese ,  f rom 
S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  m o s t 
recognized by the holes, or 
‘eyes’, makes a dreamy burger 
topping. it melts to irresistible 
stretchiness, and has a piquant, 
yet mild taste. add sautéed 
mushrooms for an out-of-this-
world experience.

Food



Call for Reservations

705 293 6000
Lunch and Dinner * Closed Tuesdays

The Tremont Building 80 Simcoe Street

Downtown Collingwood

www.tremontcafe.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Blue Mountain, Collingwood  |  705.446.3595
www.3guysandastove.com

Let us skillet you up!

COLLINGWOOD • MUSKOKA

BBQ season is upon us, and we are proud to
feature our latest Ontario BBQ Skillet menu.

Comes with your choice of salad,
choice of 2 side dishes. Served in a black cast
iron skillet with your choice of 2, 3 or 4 meats. 

The BBQ skillet features only fresh local foods,
Ontario at its best!

Serves minimum of 2 people.
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the SKy’S the LiMit When it CoMeS to burger toppingS. SoMe FavouriteS oFFer a Sharp 
ContraSt in teXture or taSte (ConSider the piCKLe), WhiLe otherS are JuSt pLain good. here are a FeW CLaSSiC 
optionS For toppingS and a FeW inSpired oneS to taKe your burger to the neXt LeveL thiS SuMMer.

leaf lettuce – Soft, frilly 
edges, a crisp stem and 
a sweet, mild taste make 
this a great topping.

dil l  Pickles  – From 
eugenia ,  the pick le 
guy’s Super dills, are a 
favourite burger pickle. 
they are crisp, sharp, 
spicy and have just the 
right amount of sour. 

bacon – Smokey, salty, 
crispy, what more is there 
to say?

sauteed mushrooms 
–  a d d  e a r t h i n e s s , 
richness and nuttiness 
to a burger. 

Avocado – Forget the 
mayo and add a few 
slices of avocado instead 
for a rich, buttery, creamy 
topping.

Pick led  Ja lapenos 
– add just a few for a 
subtle zing, add a few 
more for a sharp tingly 
heat. 

Roasted Red Pepper 
– gives your burger 
a  s l i gh t  smok i ness 
and a pleasing hint of 
sweetness. 

red onion – a classic 
burger  topp ing ,  bu t 
nothing quite beats the 
crisp, onion-y zing of a 
slice of red onion. 

tomato – Meaty, sweet, 
juicy, not to be missed on 
top of your burger. 

Fried egg – the aussies 
are onto something here. 
soft oozy yolk blends 
beaut i fu l ly  wi th r ich 
beef. 

Food

ml
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proMotion

FeAture restaurants 

kaytoo 
Located in the bright yellow Mill pond boathouse, 
Kaytoo is hard to miss in the village at blue Mountain. 
Kaytoo explores what it means to be Canadian through 
its coast-to-coast inspired menu. With an outstanding 
three-level patio right on the Mill pond, Kaytoo is one of 
the village’s busiest spots. 
kaytoo.ca 
705.445.4100

bridges tavern
Celebrated as the area’s first brick mansion built in 
1860, bridges tavern is considered thornbury’s oldest 
landmark. bridges offers something enjoyable for 
everyone with two dining rooms, two full service bars, 
an outdoor patio, the area’s top live music, pool table, 
wireless internet. Specialties include pulled ontario lamb 
poutine, pan-roasted Kolapore Springs rainbow trout, 
and much more. 27 bridge Street.
bridgestavern.com
519.599.2217

firehall Pizza  
village icon Fire hall pizza Co. is a family favourite. 
the casual authentic italian menu has something for 
every palate. With pizzas ranging from the traditional, 
(pepperoni) to the exotic (curried chicken) Fire hall 
offers something new each time you visit. 
firehallpizza.com
705.444.0611

empire grill
Collingwood’s new empire grill specializes in certified 
angus steaks and chops, chicken and pasta, and fresh 
local fish. the empire grill also boasts a tapas style 
pub menu and an extensive lunch selection featuring 
signature sandwiches. 20 balsam St., highway 26 
(harbour Centre West) Collingwood.
705.444.0920

the huron club restaurant & bar
recently voted Collingwood’s best new or renovated 
business, best bar and best Cocktail. Wednesday 
through Sunday nights check out the areas hippest 
live music, including live acoustic Saturday afternoons 
on the patio and jazz/blues for Sunday brunch. a new 
summer menu includes great steaks, ribs, fresh fish, 
vegetable curry and mushroom ravioli. Located at 
the corner of pine and 2nd street in Collingwood’s 
restaurant district.
thehuronclub.ca
705.293.6677

the tremont cafe
the tremont Cafe is a european styled fully licensed 
restaurant serving lunch and dinner six days a week 
(closed tuesdays). Located in the historic tremont 
building, the cafe is bright and classically lined. the 
adjoining elihu bookroom is a cozy, bookshelf lined 
parlour offering a boutique selection of books for sale. 
80 Simcoe St., Collingwood.
thetremontcafe.com
705.293.6000

duncans café
if you don’t like a fresh and diverse menu paired with 
suggested wines from all regions and if you really 
don’t like original-art-covered interiors, wait staff 
with personality and the best dining experience in 
Collingwood .... then you’d better not come to duncans 
Café, where every dish is prepared and served with love! 
reserve your favourite table again!
duncanscafe.com
705.444.5749

the raven grill
More than just golf, the golf Club at Lora bay hosts 
the intimate and inviting setting that is the raven grill. 
head Chef Sean Kehoe designs incredible, seasonally 
inspired menus and offers a wide selection of dining 
options for everyone’s taste. We are always open to 
the public and offer spectacular views of georgian 
bay and nippissing ridge. 
lorabaygolf.com 
519.599.7500

thornbury bakery café
Long established landmark business in downtown 
thornbury, famous for fresh chelsea loaf, delicious, 
quick and inexpensive breakfast and lunch specials, 
bread and baked goods homemade from scratch every 
day. also offers free wireless internet, dinners-to-go, 
frozen entrees and catering. 12 bruce St., thornbury.
thornburybakerycafe.com 
519.599.3311



20 Balsam Street, Highway 26 
Harbour Centre, West Collingwood 

(705) 444.0920
Free Parking

West Collingwood’s Newest Hotspot!
Tapas Style Pub Menu

Specializing in Certified Angus Steaks & Chops
Fresh Local Fish 
Chicken & Pasta

Extensive lunch menu featuring signature sandwiches

       Like MaMa’s Cooking, 
ConsistenCy is everything!

in the viLLage at BLue   705-444-0611  firehallpizza.com

PIZZA • PASTA • PINTS
Healthy Food For Your Active Lifestyle

Summer Concert Series Every Sunday

Live Music - 10pm- close
Drink Specials
Win tickets to the 
Summers best Concerts

Check our web-site for band line-ups.

Bridges Summer Events & Music Series

Live music on the patio every Friday afternoon 5pm – 7pm
Late Night Series 9:30pm – 2:00am
Acoustic Jam Night every Tuesday  

with Jay Redman - $5 Carlsburg Pints
Sunday Brunch 10am

Fri June 10 & Sat June 11 – Jason Redman Band

Fri June 17 & Sat June 18 – Big Wheel and the Spokes

Wednesday June 22nd –  
4th Annual Bridges Golf Tournament at The Raven at Lora Bay

Fri June 24 & Sat June 25th – SuperScott Donnelly

Thursday June30th – Lobster Cookout

Fri July 1st & Sat July 2nd – Shane Cloutier Band

Fri July 8th & Sat July 9th – Patrick Robitaille

Fri July 15th & Sat July 16th – SuperScott Donnelly

Fri July 22nd & Sat July 23rd – Graham Playford Duo

Fri July 28th & Sat July 29th – Shane Cloutier Band

Fri Aug 5th & Sat Aug 6th – Jason Redman Band

Fri Aug 12th – Big Wheel and the Spokes

Saturday August 13th 
SUZIE McNEIL 9pm – 11pm ; Big Wheel and the Spokes 11pm – 2am 

Fri Aug 19th & Sat Aug 20th – The Rumble Bees

Saturday August 20th –  
2nd ANNUAL CLASSIC ROCK RIDE FOR MUSIC THERAPY

Thursday August 25th – Lobster Cookout

Fri Aug 26th & Sat Aug 27th – Shane Cloutier Band

Fri Sept 2 – Jason Redman Band

Saturday Sept 3rd – Fourth annual Flip Flops and Pop Tops party  
featuring Jimmy Buffett Cover Band Northern Harbour

Fri Sept 9th & Sat Sept 10th – TBD

Fri Sept 16th & Sat Sept 17th – SuperScott Donnelly

COME, GATHER

519.599.2217    bridgestavern.com



proMotion

FeAture restaurants Cont’d 

the casbah
the Casbah hosts local rock n’ roll musicians and 
touring acts every week – check the events listings 
often and you won’t miss out on the best live music 
in Collingwood. draft includes Creemore Springs, 
guinness, Stiegl and Mill Street organic. Mexican food 
daily from 5pm-midnight: burritos, tacos, quesadillas, 
salads and nachos. 18 huron Street, Collingwood. 
casbahbar.com
705.293.0483

3 guys and a stove
delicious aromas greet you at 3 guys and a Stove. 
taste great flavours from the classic mainstays and 
new dishes. enjoy lunch, dinner, or late night snack. 
Savour a glass of wine or share a scrumptious dessert. 
Weekend breakfast is a must and the kids’ menu is 
amazing! great food, ambience and friendly service are 
at 3 guys and a Stove. in the village at blue.
3guysandastove.com 
705.446.3595

tesoro
tesoro specializes in traditional italian foods, gourmet 
pizza and homemade pastas including gluten-free 
selections. Licensed patio with bar. adjoining avalanche 
ice Cream & Juice bar specializes in homemade ice 
cream and fresh fruit smoothies. tesoro Mercato features 
homemade italian entrees fresh, frozen and ready to go. 
Live music thursdays in July and august. Call to cater 
your next event. 18 School house Lane, Collingwood.
tesoro@bellnet.ca 
705.444.9230

copper blues  
the first restaurant to open in the village at blue, 
Copper blues is a true village pioneer. Featuring a 
casual yet sophisticated menu for lunch and dinner daily, 
diners can enjoy aaa steaks and seafood, wild game 
and much more. 
copperblues.com 
705.446.2643

green mango tree thai fusion  
Collingwood’s thai food hotspot offers favourites 
such as Lemongrass beef short ribs, Shrimp curry and 
Spring rolls stuffed with pork, shrimp or veggie salad 
and rolled in rice paper with a delicious house lime 
sauce. other dishes include tom yum soup, Chicken 
curry, thai fried rice and tamarind shrimp. Signature 
dishes are offered along with vegetarian options.  
greenmangotree.com
705.443.8809

bruce wine bar
Surprise yourself and discover a new favourite, in an alley 
behind the bank in the magical town of thornbury. Join 
us for a glass of wine, for dinner or both! Modern food, 
small plates, a wonderful wine list. open thursday to 
Saturday 5 pm to close. 8 bruce Street, thornbury.
brucewinebar.ca
519.599.1112

azzurra trattoria
Collingwood’s azzurra has a longstanding reputation 
for blending classic italian dishes with up-market 
contemporary cuisine. pastas, pastries and desserts 
are crafted in-house with fresh, seasonal ingredients. 
the ‘pranzo italiano’ menu is a lively and unique way to 
accommodate larger tables.
azzurra.ca
705.445.7771

c & a steak company
Located in the village at blue, the C & a Steak Company 
serves only the finest uSda prime steaks and features 
a carefully selected wine list. Whether you’re celebrating 
a birthday, an anniversary, part of a corporate retreat, or 
simply out to treat yourself, the C&a Steak Company will 
make any occasion special. 
candasteakcompany.com 
705.444.8877

windy o’neills irish Pub 
in the heart of the village at blue Mountain, the true 
irish atmosphere will have you unwinding with one of 
our 17 draft beers. our hearty pub fare is all you’ll need, 
from our famous Fish ’n chips to our traditional irish 
stew to the Windy’s mixed grill or signature steak.  
windyoneills.com
705.446.9989



Fancy Chocolates
Lollipops
Wedding Favours

Creamy Fudge
Chocolate Novelties

Brittle

Many Gift Packaged Assortments
For All Occasions!

645 Hurontario St. Collingwood
(across the street from the high school)

(705) 445.2400
www.candyfactory.ca

SEE OUR CANDY MAKING FACILITY 

FROM OUR VIEWING AREA

Collingwood
290 Hurontario Street

705-446-3090

Pizza delivery experts

www.dominos.ca

Now serving the
Blue Mountain and
Collingwood Area

Double Portions, Premium toppings and extra cheese are subject to an additional 
charge. Coupons canʼt be combined with any other offers. Copyright Dominoʼs Pizza of 
Canada Ltd. Products may not be exactly as shown. Limited delivery area. Delivery 
charges may apply. Drivers carry less than $20.00. Prices subject to change without 
notice. Applicable taxes not included in advertised prices. 
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Mountain  Homes

WHo doeSn’t love A quiet PeRCH in which to hide away from the world and watch it go by? Who doesn’t 
love a treehouse? it’s something many kids dream of and create with lots of scrap wood and imagination. but not 
kids, and far fewer adults, jump into a treehouse project with the determination of Lukasz Kos and his client.  

b y  P a t  w h y t eA Four-Tree House

oPeRAtionAl FACAde
a re-appropriated log from the site counter-
weighs an operable facade, connecting 
interior to exterior 20 feet above grade.

veRtiCAl CiRCulAtion
vertical movement was conceived as a 
varying experientaial procession.

exteRioR diAPHRAgM
a balloon-frame structural system maintains 
the assembly of the treehouse as one 
transparent unit swinging on a suspended 
foundation.

(cont’d on p.52)
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Mountain Homes

While in his first year of architecture school at 
the university of toronto Kos entered a contest 
initiated by the property owner.

the owner wanted a treehouse design with 
at least two levels, one of them enclosed. the 
house was to be at least 26 feet off the ground 
and no more than 36. out of the 40 entries, a 
jury consisting of university professors and the 
homeowner’s wife chose Kos’ design.

now known as the 4treehouse, the project 
cost $50,000 and took three-and-a-half months 
to build.

“this is a three-storey retreat,” says Kos. 
“the client sleeps in it all the time with his 
grandchildren. the first floor is waterproof. the 
treehouse gets progressively more porous as you 
move up to the third level.” 

With horizontal clear pine slats, the first floor 
of the 410-square-foot building is enclosed, 
lined with douglas fir. Four large poplars act as 
columns to support the structure and are wrapped 
within the structural skin of the project. in order 
to maintain the trees’ health and growth, Kos 
designed the building to have minimal impact on 
them. using a traditional Muskoka balloon frame 
was the solution. one high-strength steel cable 
was attached to each of the four trees. From 
these single attachments, the four steel cables 
suspended two douglas fir beams (one for each 
pair of cables), literally creating two giant swings 
on which the frame sits. When the wind blows, the 
structure sways in the breeze.

SuSPended FoundAtion
by drilling only one hole into each of the four 
trees and suspending a swing-like structure 
on airline cables, minimal impact on the trees 
was acheived while providing maximum 
structural strength and flexibiliity in adverse 
weather conditions.

FlooR PlAteS
Maximum area and experimental diversity 
was achieved by creating differentiated 
environments on each of the three levels.

the lattice-like skin of the structure acts like a tree canopy, 
filtering sunlight into the interior spaces while at night the 
surface of the treehouse looks like a lantern suspended in 
the forest.

“it’s used for a number of activities, anything from children 
playing in a make-believe world in the trees, to a retreat for 
reading, to a swaying structure that lulls you to sleep at night,” 
says Kos. “it’s amazing up there.” ml



Edcon Energy: Mountain Life Magazine half page ad - 7.375” x 4.875” ©Enclave Design - June 2011. Tel: 705 888 1353. Email: artroom@enclavedesign.ca

Residential tRackeRscommeRcial

Factory trained installers &  
technical support specialistss o l a R • s o l U t i o n s

the time is now!

 

Phone/Fax (705) 446 1112  toll free (888) 446 1116  email: info@edconenergy.ca  www.edconenergy.ca

Go smart, Go Green! eco-energy solutions that make YoU money
Putting the Sun in Your Pocket!

edcon is your guide to ontario’s microFit Program  •  Call for a FREE site assessment
Find out about our seminars for everything you need to know about solar energy & microFit on our website

2 year installation warranty with expert after-sales support

eaRn
12-16%

With suites available in Oiled Bronze, 
Stainless Steel, Professional and Black or 
White Floating Glass.... Jenn-Air marries 
industry-leading performance with elegance 
for any home décor.
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golF

A n  e x - p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i t s  t h e  l i n k s ,  v i n t a g e  ‘ 4 0 s - s t y l e , 
a n d  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  i t ’ s  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  s w i n g ,  b a b y.

b y  t o d d  l a w s o n  
P h o t o g r a P h y  b y  J I m  m a r t I n e l l o

Forget High-tech, 
Take Me Back To The Old School 

Just last month I came 
across a family heirloom 
– a set of 1940s forged 
irons that belonged to my 
late grandfather. After 
spending an afternoon 
getting rid of 50 years of 
dust and rust, I realized 
these prized pieces of 
family history weren’t 
meant to be placed in a 
special glass case – they 
were meant to be played. 
Being a lover of the game I 
knew just what to do.   
 
THe PreMiSe
What could I shoot on a 
modern-day golf course 
in 2011, using vintage 
equipment and clothing 
from the ‘40s? Could I at 
least hit a couple of shots 
that would do the game’s 
pure swingers any justice?  
Could I even think about 
breaking 80?
  

THe eqUiPMeNT
irons:   Wilson Ryder 
Cup Model 2 iron with 
no grooves, just dimples 
hammered into the face.     

Wright & Ditson Lawson 
Little “Related irons” 3-9. 
Circa 1945. Steel shafts 
painted to resemble the 
old Hickory-style shafts. 
Three-inch hosel. Extra-
long leather grips. 

Woods: 1-3-5 Spaulding 
Top-Fl i te  pers immon 
heads (Circa 1958) with 
ceramic inserts, brass 
screws, steel shafts. 

Putter :  A blade-sty le 
Wilson with soft insert 
(definitely not vintage, 
but at least looked like the 
blade putters of old). 

bluemountain.ca 705.445.0231

sometimes you get more 
than you paid for... 

a premium course at 
an affordable price

All Season

Play Monterra Golf * $59Monday - Thursday & after 12 pm Sunday

*Cart rental and applicable taxes extra. Offer excludes Holiday long weekends where rounds can be 
played Monday (after 12 pm) - Thursday. Offer valid during the 2011 season and subject to change 
without notice.
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THe ClOTHiNG: I not 
only had to play the part, 
I had to look the part. I 
sport wool “plus-fours,” 
knee-high socks, button-
up cotton dress shirt, tie 
with “Vicious V” knot, 
wing-tip leather golf shoes 
and a wool golf cap from 
Tote’s of London. 

THe exPerieNCe: 
I’ve been both humbled 
by (and addicted to) 
the game for more than 
25 years, during which 
I’ve played thousands 
of rounds of golf. The 
intense high-tech battle 
for distance and accuracy 
i n  t h e  go l f  i ndus t r y 
is mind-boggling, and 
although I respect what 
the equipment engineers 
h a v e  d o n e  f o r  t h e 
game, I also appreciate 
a  genuine  chal lenge . 
Cou ld  I  emula te  the 
great swingers from the 
golden age of golf who 
relied on pure feel (rather 
than technology) to get 
them around the course? 

golF

t empo of  Ben Hogan 
and the fluidity of Bobby 
Jones, I slow it down a 
notch and catch it between 
the screws, smack dab on 
the sweet spot. Bam! The 
feeling that runs from the 

wooden clubhead and into 
my hands is indescribable. 
No loud ping or smash like 
a new-age metal driver, 
just earthy pureness.
 “Now that was Bobby 
J o n e s - e s q u e , ”  s a y s 
Rooster, one of my playing 
partners. “That was pretty 
to watch.” I manage to 
poke it 275 yards down 
the middle.
 Striding happily down 
the fairway with my clubs 
in a bag over my shoulder I 
feel like my ancestors might 
have, playing on the classic 
links courses in Ireland. I 
hit another crisp iron shot, ml

“Swing the club, don’t let 
it swing you,” they used 
to say. I was about to find 
out why. 

First hole. The clubs 
look funny to my eye, 
feel weird in my hands. 
The grips are worn and 
smooth. I snap-hook my 
drive into the big trees 
on the left, hit three more 
terrible shots and three-
putt for double bogey. On 
the short, dogleg third hole 
I finally hit two good iron 
shots and give myself a 
chance at birdie, but leave 
it disgustingly short. First 
par of the day at least. I’m 
starting to feel better, but 
it doesn’t last long. I sky 
my drive on four, skull 
my tee shot on five and 
can’t get up and down to 
save my life. I’m six over 
after five and any hopes 
I had of breaking 80 are 
diminishing quickly. 
 But on the sixth tee the 
light bulb goes off. “Just 
swing the club, don’t try 
to hit the ball,” I say to 
myself. Visualizing the 

then a little links-style pitch 
that runs just past the flag, 
but I miss the 10-footer 
coming back. 
 S t e p p i n g  o n t o  t h e 
next tee, I can still feel 
t he  s en sa t ion  o f  the 

persimmon in my fingers. 
I hammer it down the left 
side, but the feel doesn’t 
stay in my brain for the 
next shot, and I hit it thin; 
on the dance floor but a 
long way from the band. I 
three putt again and make 
bogey. I finish off the front 
nine with a total of 43 
strokes.
 On the back nine I make 
two great pars out of the 
gate, but then the wheels 
come off. The whippy 
shafts and too-quick swing 
equal a few bad hooks and 
more skulled iron shots that 
sting my fingers. In a stretch 

Striding happily down the fairway with my clubs in a 
bag over my shoulder I feel like my ancestors might have, 
playing on the classic links courses in Ireland.

of three holes I go triple, 
double, double. Not bad 
if you’re drinking, but not 
so good for the scorecard. 
They say golf is a humbling 
game. No shit. 
 I need to get loosey-

goosey again, to instill the 
old shotmaker’s mentality 
into my brain. “Swing 
the club Todd, stop trying 
to control it.”  On #15 I 
just let it flow. Another 
smashed drive down the 
middle, a pitch shot to 
eight feet and finally, a 
circle on the scorecard – 
birdie. I finish par-birdie-
bogey for another 43. A 
pleasing total of 86. 
 I’ll probably go back to 
playing with my modern-
day gear, but I can still feel 
that old-school feeling in 
my fingertips. I hope it 
never goes away. 
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Collingwood’s Finest 
golF and soCial Club

O s l e r B r O O k  G O l f  a n d  C O u n t r y  C l u B  is one of the area’s newest and finest private golf clubs. With the 
deep green of the Niagara Escarpment as a backdrop and the rich blue waters of the Georgian Bay shoreline 
ever present, we have some of the most breathtaking vistas in the region. 

A private club owned and operated by its members for its members, this stunning Graham Cooke designed 
championship course provides an uncompromised golf experience through its design, some of the best practice 
facilities in Canada and its caring and professional staff. With six tee boxes per hole we provide a unique 
combination of pleasure and challenge for golfers of all handicaps and playing abilities.

Our striking clubhouse is fully equipped for all of your dining and entertaining needs. Whether it is a quick snack and 
a beverage after golf or a more refined dining experience, we have exactly what you need. Our patio provides a 
magnificent panoramic view of Georgian Bay and there is no finer place to socialize and enjoy friends and family.

A  U N i q U E  O p p O r t U N i t y 
t O  p l A y  O s l E r B r O O k !

Trial MeMberships available                                
there’s never been a better time to join! take the 
guesswork out of a golf membership and come and 
join us this season. Our trial Membership program gives 
you all of the privileges of membership for 2011 without 
paying initiation Fees. play the finest golf course in the 
region, no strings attached! 

vip MeMber for a Day                                         
Come out and play the course, our Members play 
every day! still looking for a course to call home? Our 
Vip Member for a Day program lets you experience all 
we have to offer, golf, cart and lunch at one low price. 
Come for the day, you may stay for a lifetime! 

Junior prograMs                                                                                        
New for 2011…….open to the community. 
OslerBrook members strongly believe in family and 
community and in 2011 we are offering a limited number 
of Junior Memberships to young aspiring golfers in the 
Collingwood area. Our members believe that junior 
players are the life blood of golf’s future and we know 
it can provide young individuals with a cornerstone for 
life. A limited number of junior golfing memberships are 
being offered to the community for $350.00. 

CorporaTe assoCiaTe prograM                                                                      
When you only want the best for your customers!
We are pleased to announce that in 2011 we are 
offering our new “Corporate Associate program” that 
will provide local businesses with an opportunity to 
enjoy a private country club experience, without the 
private club price tag!  this program is perfect for those 
businesses that want to entertain their best customers or 
reward their loyal staff with a game of golf.  

COUrsE ArChitECt                   Graham Cooke 
GENErAl MANAGEr               steve Elliott 
CpGA DirECtOr OF GOlF                Dustin Doyon 
COUrsE sUpEriNtENDENt Jason honeyball* 

*Winner of the 2010 CsGA Environmental Award

For details on all Membership information please visit our website www.oslerbrook.com 
or call linda Morra - Director of Membership sales at  (705) 444-5588 ext. 113
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a paddler can never be fully prepared for the northern 
ontario wild river and voyageur route. b y  n e d  m o r g a n

A Missinaibi Diary

travel

PrologUe
this is no place for a canoe. there’s no water, 
for one thing. We just finished a two-kilometre 
portage into brunswick Lake only to find no 
lake. We stand in a field of bog-grass. 

there’s only one thing to do. in the distance, 
flanked by more bog-grass, is an island. the 
lake must be on the far side of this island. We 
begin to drag the loaded canoes, Jonny pulling 
the bow, me pushing the stern. it feels a lot 
harder than portaging, especially when our feet 
begin to sink into the mud. 

We spot what appears to be a river to our left. 
When we get there, we find an un-navigable 
bog in the shape of a river. a bog-river. our 
paddles stick in it like skewers.

aUgUst 20-21
Jordan pritchard, my cousins Josh and Jonny 
Morgan and i are on the Cnr train en route 
to the Missinaibi river crossing where we 
will begin our paddle. the Missinaibi flows 
northeast from the lake of the same name 
about 60 km north of Chapleau, continuing for 
500-plus km before emptying into the Moose 
river, then James bay. We’re paddling just 
the upper section, from the Cnr crossing to 
highway 11 at Mattice.

We str ike up a conversat ion with a 
weathered old trapper sitting across from us. 
he says that bear numbers are up in the region 
since the government banned the spring bear 
hunt, while moose are down; bears are eating 
the moose calves, he says. he seems to know 
what he’s talking about. 

it’s a grim image. every one of us has his 
personal bottle of bear spray. Some of us, 
maybe all of us, plan to sleep in our tents with 
bear spray at our sides. Jordan points out a 
problem. “So a bear is outside your tent-screen. 

do you spray him? Spray inside your tent? or 
do you unzip the screen and let him have it?” 
We decide that the bear, if so inclined, would 
probably just tear open your tent with one 
casual paw-swipe. then you’d let him have it.

our first stretch of river is swampy and 
quiet. as the river becomes rockier over the 
next few days it dawns on me that i’ve made 
a mistake in paddling the Missinaibi in late 
august during a dry summer. though we can 
avoid most of the portages because the water 
level is so low that otherwise impassible rapids 
can be lined over, normally runnable rapids are 
too shallow to paddle. Constant lining – not to 
mention slipping on rocks every few seconds 
and puncturing one’s canoe hull daily – slows 
us down. the rapids we do run are rock 
gardens and our boats get frequently hung 
up. the happy trade-off is the lack of bugs at 
this time of year. 

aUgUst 22
at one point as we’re paddling a quiet section 
i think i see a gap in the forest some distance 
in from the bank and we stop to investigate. 
i recall seeing a clearcut in this area back 
in 1984 when i paddled this same route as 
a 13-year-old. the shock of the denuded 
landscape has never left me. We pull our 
canoes over and walk in past the drooping 
cedars on the bank but after making very 
slow progress, i can’t see anything like a 
clearing ahead. the boreal forest, choked with 
deadfall – gloomy, damp and uninviting – is no 
place for a walk. Clearcut logging seems like a 
distant rumour. We turn around – back to the 
river, our salvation.

aUgUst 23-26
our detour into brunswick Lake has so far revealed no lake – only 
bog-grass and a bog-river. Josh and Jordan opt to float their canoe 
on the bog-river and line it. We watch them repeatedly fall, their 
legs plunging into the unstable muck, though they make some 
progress. 

We follow suit, and the deep muck claims our legs, too. Waist-
deep, Jonny says calmly: “i thought i felt something nip at my foot.” 
after falling several times, we begin to have laughing fits – the 
point of fatigue is past, and next is delirium. 

eventually we line out around the island where the lake opens 
up. We paddle to a small island and spend the whole next day 
there. We dry out our things and i patch the holes in my pvC-and-
aluminum-frame canoe, which so far has proven no match for the 
sharp Missinaibi rocks. the guys play cribbage on a flat rock on 
the pebble beach. 

We paddle the length of brunswick Lake and hook back up 
to the Missinaibi. every turn in the river reveals a new sharp-rock 
garden. My canoe’s hole-count increases daily, hourly. i resort to 
duct-tape patching, for we have no time to use the patch kit.

aUgUst 27-28
at Wilson’s bend where we camp on a dry, boulder-strewn grassy 
floodplain i take my Spot satellite gpS messenger, as i’ve done 
every evening, to an open place and send my beacon signal. this 
is supposed to relay a pre-programmed message along with 
gpS location via email to the contacts i set up beforehand, which 
include more than a dozen of everyone’s friends and family. i find 
out later that only one such signal, on the first day, ever hit home. 
For the next eight days for all anyone knew, we were drowned, or 
eaten by bears. before the trip i had cautioned everyone not to 
worry, since i was new to the Spot and might well fail to master 
the device. of course, everyone did worry. 

i s l and  camps i te  on  brunsw ick  Lake .  n e d M o r gan p h oto

Camp a t  Wi l son ’ s  bend .  note  the  low 
wate r  l eve l .  n e d M o r gan p h oto
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travel

aUgUst 29
Little beaver rapids run in two sections, which 
i don’t realize until we’re in the middle of them. 
the first section is a swift, while the second 
section is a shelf that i see only when Jonny and 
i are nearly on top of it. i see several submerged 
rocks but no obvious line through them, so i 
focus on keeping the bow straight. as we drop 
over the shelf, our aluminum-rod frame buckles 
like a Slinky toy, but we stay afloat. 

as we continue on, we’re shipping more 
water than ever and i worry the pvC hull will 
tear in half. i count at least 10 holes, some of 
them the size of a sandwich. 

We stop for lunch on the sand beach below 
glassy Falls, only several hours’ paddle from 
the highway at Mattice where our ride awaits. 
We had planned to spend the final night 
at glassy, but the possibility of sharing the 
campsite with atvs (who can access the 
site via trails from Mattice) dissuaded us. the 
surrounding woods are garbage-riddled and 
torn up by the machines, and we find recently 
discarded beer cans on the beach. Josh sums 
it up: “no way i would spend my last night on 
the river with douche-bags.”

the weather is bright, warm and breezy 
and we paddle shirtless while finishing up the 
last of our tetra-paks of wine. We talk about 
the poutine awaiting us in the francophone 
town of Mattice to break our vacuum-sealed 
diet. our muscles are finally toned for the 
work of paddling and we could keep following 
the river to James bay, if we were hardcore. 
i guess we’re not. We stop at Mattice and 
have our poutine under the bronze statue of 
a voyageur. 

you can start your trip in Missinaibi Lake, or take the Cnr 
to peterbell where it crosses the river. either way, you’ll need 
a shuttle to pick you up at Mattice. if you have the time you 
can paddle the whole river to where it flows into James 
bay and then return south on the ontario northland train. 
the river is inside a provincial park so you’ll need to make 
reservations here:  
ontarioparks.com/english/miss.html

any trip on this river requires expert paddling skills. 
For guided trips, check missinaibi.com

get the waterproof and info-packed adventure Map 
at chrismar.com or at outdoor stores.

SeaLLine pro paCK 115-Litre
cascadedesigns.com/sealline

MeC apoLLo eS tent
mec.ca

oLyMpuS StyLuS tough 8010
olympusamerica.com

KoKatat guide pdF
kokatat.com

SaLoMon teChaMphibian 2 SandaLS
salomon.com

priMuS oMniFueL CaMp Stove
primuscamping.com

gSi pinnaCLe baCKpaCKer CooKWare
gsioutdoors.com

the following sponsors outfitted our 
M i S S i nAi b i  20 1 0  tR i P :DIY

ml
Canoe  g raveya rd .  g pS coord ina tes  unknown . 

n e d M o r gan p h oto

red green  wou ld  be  p roud .
J oS h M o r gan p h oto
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Southwinds Marine Inc.
8 Stewart Road, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 4K1
Office: 705-445-7638
Fax: 705-445-6588
www.southwindsmarine.com
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For a complete list of Owen Sound 
events, tours and things to do, visit
www.owensoundtourism.ca 
or call 1-888-675-5555

be

June 26 Georgian Bay Garden Club’s Garden Tour
July 29-31 149th Emancipation Festival
July 30-Aug. 5 Tom Thomson Days
August 19-21 Summerfolk Music & Crafts Festival
Aug. 26-Sept. 4 Salmon Spectacular fishing derby
Sept. 16-18 Sweetwater Music Festival

Located on the Niagara 
Escarpment at the foot of the 
Bruce Peninsula on Georgian Bay, 
Owen Sound is easily accessible from 
all points in southern Ontario. 
Come see what you’ve been missing

Summer Highlights

Summerfolk
Tom Thomson

Inglis Falls
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I n t e r v I e w  b y  K a t e  F o x
P h o t o g r a P h y  b y  C o l I n  F I e l d

athlete proFile

Life Exploring Stone: 
An Interview with Leslie Timms

Conto r t i ng  a t  ha l fway  Log  dump .



LASER

MOCK-UP

LASER PRINTOUT @ 100%

X

1
LD - 200dpi SG LD - 240%

 JOB NO: NC4-NDC-HP2189
 AD #: 2189_PATHfINDER_BDS
 SIZE: 10" X 12.5"
 COLOUR: 4C
 mEDIA: Optium Ftp
 SUPPLIER: STUDIO
 STUDIO ARTIST: SG – mAy 09, 2011
 APPLICATION: INDESIGN CS4
 AGENCy: TBWA\TORONTO
 CLIENT: NISSAN CANADA

APR. 09, 2011

2189-PATHfINDER_BDS

YELLOWMAGENTACYAN BLACK

ΩNo Charge Anniversary Package is only applicable on the purchase/lease/finance of a new 2011 Pathfinder Silver Edition LE. Package consists of a DVD Entertainment System that includes the DVD player, 7” fold-down colour monitor for rear passengers, 2 wireless 
headphones, auxiliary video ports and fully functional remote control ($2,000 Value). Also includes Premium All Season 4-piece floor liners plus cargo area liner with ‘Silver badge’ and factory installed ‘silver’ badge on vehicle rear ($400 value). See dealer for details. Retailers are 
free to set individual prices. Retailers may sell for less. Offers valid between May 3rd and December 31st, 2011. Offer is subject to change without notice. ±$5,000 in Bonus Factory Reductions is based on stackable trading dollars and varies by model. Can be combined with 
current advertised lease and finance offers. ■Preferred Customer Program: If you currently lease or finance your Nissan vehicle through us, you may already be pre-approved to lease or finance your next new Nissan model. 1% Preferred Customer Reduction currently available 
on the 2011 Sentra, Altima (except Hybrid), Maxima, Rogue and Murano models. Please contact your Nissan Dealership for Nissan Canada Finance pre-approval terms and eligibility. Incentive program rate adjustments cannot reduce the lease or finance rate below 0.0%. 

VI S IT YOU R LOCAL N I SSAN R ETAI LE R TODAY OR N I SSAN.CA FOR DETAI LS

1% PREFERRED CUSTOMER RATE REDUCTION AVAILABLE TO ELIGIBLE RETURNING CUSTOMERS■

U.S. model shown

• DVD Entertainment System 
• 7 Inch Flip Monitor
• 2 Wireless Headphones
• Premium All Season Floor Liners 
• Cargo Area Liner

InSErt DEALEr tAg HErE

NO-CHARGE  
ANNIVERSARY PACKAGEΩ

$2 ,400

INNOVATION FOR ADVENTURE
	The	Nissan	Pathfinder	Silver	Edition.	Innovation	for	all.	
 Celebrate the Pathfinder’s 25th Anniversary. And get 25 years of adventure in one great limited edition.

$5,000
IN BONUS  
FACTORY REDUCTIONS±

+

307 Pretty River Parkway Collingwood
Sales & Service 705.446.3221

www.collingwood.nissan.ca

NOW OPEN
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Mountain life: How did you get into climbing?
Leslie timms: My friends (including my now husband) brought me out to try rock 
climbing at a boulder that was close to our college. i remember trying to get 
to the top of this thing about 25 times, until my fingers were bleeding. Finally, 
i understood the move and i reached the top. the natural high that i felt was 
incredible and i really enjoyed the personal challenge. i bought all of my own 
gear that weekend.

Ml: What goes through your mind when climbing a challenging rock? do 
you have any mantras?
Lt: When i’m “in the zone,” nothing goes through my mind. that is the beautiful 
thing about climbing; it can be like a meditative dance in which you react to the 
rock instinctually. however, thoughts of doubt, fear and fatigue are definitely 
mental battles that i encounter and are usually overcome by positive self-
encouragement.

Ml: tell me about the scariest experience you’ve had.
Lt: My scariest fall happened very early in my climbing career. i was climbing a 
relatively unsafe route to chase a first ascent. We were probably 900 feet off 
the deck and i was very far above my last piece of protection. the hold that i 
was resting on suddenly ripped out of the wall, with me on it. as i was falling, i 
threw the rock to the side so that it wouldn’t hit my partner and then i flipped 
upside down. i fell about 40 feet and landed on a ledge head first. i was knocked 
unconscious, cracked my helmet, but somehow only suffered a mild concussion. 
it shook me up for a while.

Ml: What is your funniest rock climbing story? 
Lt: usually they aren’t that funny when they are happening, but they make great 
stories afterwards. i’ve definitely had some pretty funny situations that involve 
taking a poo while 800 feet up on a cliff.

Ml: What would you say has been the most challenging rock you’ve 
faced?
Lt: Maxi pista (5.13c), a sport climb at Lions head, ontario that was put 
up by gus alexandropoulos. it is a long, relentless and powerful line that 
is so inspiring. 

Ml: You got your PCgi (Professional Climbing guides institute) lead 
guide certification, last winter, making you one of the first Canadians to 
accomplish this. What did the course entail?
Lt: it was the pCgi Lead guide certification and rope rescue technician. it 
certifies that i am qualified and insured to lead guide all over north america, 
meaning that i lead up the route first and bring clients up to me, then descend 
down safely. i spent seven weeks in Joshua tree, California, prepping, studying 
and practicing for the exam. it was especially challenging because the majority 
of my previous experience had been on bolted sandstone and limestone sport 
climbs and this certification’s focus was on pure traditional climbing (placing 
your own protection in cracks) on granite. i not only had to learn the ways of a 
“rope magician,” but i also needed to get comfortable with the style of climbing. 
i was so thankful to take the course with my good friend Chris pegelo, it made 
it much less stressful.

athlete proFile

a year in the LiFe    of Leslie timms 
reads like a climber’s fantasy: May to october in Clarksburg, ontario, october 
to december somewhere exotic and warm (like turkey), then January to May in 
Joshua tree, California. then back to Clarksburg to repeat. 
 She recently became the first Canadian woman ever to get her professional 
Climbing guide institute Lead guide certification. through dedication and 
perseverance she has become one of the country’s top female climbers. 
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Ml: Why have so few Canadians attained this certification?
Lt: actually, up until now, they had not certified anyone in Canada. out West 
the aCMg (association of Canadian Mountain guides) has control over the 
certification market.
 aCMg is much more alpine and multi-pitch focussed and they encourage 
progression into ski and mountain certifications. ontario’s terrain is much different; 
short approaches and shorter routes; it seemed that such a certification wasn’t 
really necessary. i did research for months and found pCgi. i was really impressed 
that they were a purely rock climbing-based certification, with several levels of 
certifications that you can apply to what you’re guiding. i approached them about 
the possibility of beginning to certify guides in ontario, with hopes to make pCgi 
a standard in ontario, as a lot of guides in ontario are not certified to lead guide. 
after working through the logistics, they were really excited to begin certifying in 
ontario.

Ml: Has this been a long-time goal for you?
Lt: yes. however, i was hesitant about investing the time and money into it 
because i wasn’t 100 percent certain that i wanted to be a climbing guide. i was 
fearful that guiding climbing would take away from my love of the sport and that 
i would burn out. after testing the waters for the past few years, i have found 
that it is the opposite. guiding and coaching have really helped me appreciate 
the sport on a new level.

Ml: What was the biggest obstacle you faced?
Lt: the biggest obstacle was definitely the technical rescue systems and 
proficiency and efficiency level that was expected. i was completely overwhelmed 
during my first few days of the course. i only gave myself 11 days to prep for 
the exam after the course. i got cold feet and i tried to extend the dates, but my 
mentor advised me to see it through. it was stressful; i had to work really hard to 
hard wire this stuff, as there is zero room for mistakes in such an environment. 
in the end, it was a blessing that i had given myself so little time; the pressure 
forced me to really give 100 percent.

Ml: Why was it important for you?
Lt: i have always wanted to learn this stuff; with the climbing i would like to do 
it is really important to know that i could get myself out of any situation. i have 
dreamed of opening a climbing school for a while, but i wanted to be sure that i 
can offer top-notch knowledge and expertise. this certification has given me so 
much more confidence in myself as a climber and guide. i also needed insurance 
and being an accredited guide saves you huge with insurance. this course 
inspired my friend Chris and me to partner up and open our own climbing school 
called “on the rocks.” We are in the process of getting it all up and running for 
the summer. For more information, check out ontherocksclimbing.com (our site) 
and leslietimms.com (my site).

Ml: What advice would you give to someone who wanted to get into 
climbing?
Lt: try it first with a guide or in a climbing gym. it is super important to learn how 
to climb safely before you do it on your own. 

Ml: What are your hopes and goals for the future? Any massive rocks 
in mind?
Lt: always. i have a “life list” of climbs that i am truly inspired by and that i 
would love to accomplish one day. travelling is always a short term goal; i 
would love to go to armenia, australia and Spain for climbing. i also want to 
continue my education as a guide and perhaps guide in some cool places 
around the world. ml

athlete proFile
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Algonquin’s Ageless Attraction
I N  W H I C H  A  FAT H E R 
 A N D  D A U G H T E R  S E T  O U T  T O  T E S T  T H E  WAT E R S .

W O R D S  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  L E S L I E  A N T H O N Y

iT’S A MOvie-SeT MAelSTrOM, the air churning with water and flying greenery, wild 
swishing and snapping branches. As we scramble toward the tent, a huge gust yanks 
it up with such force that every peg pulls out save the one closest to the bags we’ve 
tossed inside. Barely tethered, it’s a hot-air balloon set to launch as we grab wildly at 
the straining fabric and force it to the ground. Soaked in seconds, water spouting off 
our noses, breathing is like opening your mouth in the shower. We yell over a roar 
so loud we can’t hear each other at a metre. Myles keeps an eye on the trees while I 
grub for rocks, logs, and the pegs that flew into the bush. Lightning rips through the 
tempest. The trees edging the clearing snap gracelessly upright then jackknife over 
in ferocious winds that lift and flatten us as well; it takes every bit of our collective 
strength to hold down the tent. It’s only 2 p.m. but sundown-dark. Focused on her 
toppling-tree security detail, Myles doesn’t register the surreal chicken-bone sounds 
of trunks snapping and trees uprooting in the gloom; a good thing given the scope of 
danger we’re courting – the chance of being crushed, impaled, or electrocuted. 

And we haven’t even put the canoe in the water yet.
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I N  W H I C H  A  FAT H E R 
 A N D  D A U G H T E R  S E T  O U T  T O  T E S T  T H E  WAT E R S .
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DePeNDiNG WHO yOU ASkeD, the concept was either 
heartwarming, crazy or just plain dumb. Firmly the 
latter if you questioned my 16-year-old daughter, Myles, 
who was, not by choice, its central tenet. 

After a decade of us living on Canada’s west coast, 
far away in time and space from my youthful years of 
canoe tripping through Ontario’s amphibious landscape, 
where endless forests greeted dark lakes with Tom 
Thomson pines anchored to rocky points, I’d decided to 
do something about the growing separation anxiety. The 
idea: Retrace, together with Myles, half of the month-
long route through Algonquin Park I’d undertaken at 
her same age, in the same cedar-strip–canvas canoe. It 
would constitute both a paddle down memory lane and 
an unparalleled bonding experience. Or at least some 
father-daughter fun. And so here we are, at Kiosk in the 
northwest corner of the park in the first hour of our first 
day, soaked to the skin and about to lose our shelter for 
the next two weeks. 

Much to our relief, the taps turn off, the wind dies, 
and the storm – a bona fide “downburst” – moves off as 
quickly as it descended. A similar fast-moving downburst 
on July 17, 2006, wreaked massive destruction in 
Algonquin’s northern tier; here at Kiosk a canoeist was 
killed and his partner severely injured. Myles and I just 
dodged a similar bullet but, ironically, the 2006 storm 
already influenced our trip. An acquaintance who makes 
frequent forays into the park mentioned there was so 
much downed timber that he no longer carried an axe. 
I’d heeded his suggestion but now, facing a stack of 
wet wood that would best be split to ignite properly, I 
already regret the decision.

Without Wind there’S aLSo no Sound; too Far FroM 
Shore to hear bird or bug, every Wooden tiCK oFF 
the gunWaLe, every SoFt gurgLe oF the paddLe, every 
ShuFFLe in the boW iS oddLy aMpLiFied. it’S unuSuaL and 
arreSting. and though MyLeS huMS abSentLy up Front, 
i Can’t reLaX.
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riNGeD iN TreeS, liTTle MiNk lAke proves far 
calmer than wind-wracked Kioshkokwi, and we slide 
quickly across to the next portage of 450 metres. Another 
simple carry, another transect of the rail line we’ve been 
following for the two days following the storm. Soon 
we’re afloat on lengthy Mink Lake, a light breeze at our 
backs, the sun slick upon scalloped water.

We’ve planned on camping toward the far end of 
Mink, but when we pass an open campsite on a beachy 
isthmus, we agree it’s time to stop. Since we’re done early 
on a sunny afternoon, we set up camp, down a leisurely 
lunch, then take a swim. Bobbing just offshore, the 
water seems preternaturally warm, artifact of the very 
hot summer the region has experienced. The latter also 
explains the dearth of berries along shorelines where the 
ground-hugging shag of blueberry that should offer a 
never-ending supply yields not a single indigo orb.

Afterwards there’s not much to do save gather 
wood. We scrounge around and within minutes Myles 
reports back with a heavy chunk of scarred metal. It’s a 
small axe head, a good one of Swedish steel, strangely 
abandoned. Stranger still, because we need an axe.

Equally fortuitously we find the perfect maple spear for a handle: a sapling of about 
4 centimetres diameter. With a collapsible saw we cut a section – long enough to swing 
the head’s weight, short enough not to take up too much room in the pack – that will 
taper from butt to headpiece. We saw a split into the top end, and shave bark off with 
the knife on a Leatherman, our only non-kitchen blade and a wholly inadequate tool 
for what becomes a protracted whittling job. Nevertheless we’re both in awe when 
the axe head slips smoothly down into place. Myles scrounges a wood chip for a 
wedge, I pound it in, and voilà. We beam with pride at The Axe and, after testing it, 
pose for photos à la Grant Wood’s American Gothic. It instantly becomes a symbol 
of our burgeoning partnership.

DAyS lATer We SliDe eFFOrTleSSly iNTO THe qUiNTeSSeNTiAl AlGONqUiN 
photograph on Hurdman Lake, mist peeling from quieted waters like candy floss. 

Waking to this picture, I’d instantly felt the desire to be in it, to slither the canoe’s 
prow through diaphanous wisps before they burned off, and so rushed to get on 
the water before the sun crested an eastern shore horizoned in spruce. Delighting in 
the stillness and certainty of a sunny day, Myles’ grouching over being roused early 
evaporates in the prospect of the canoe becoming her personal tanning salon.

Myles slices her paddle sideways through a vaporous tendril attempting to sever 
it, but the marriage of condensation and undisturbed air simply disintegrates in the 
vortex of her playful movement. We float quickly into the first portage, and just as 
quickly clamber over.



74 m o u n t a i n l i f e m a g . c a  

Laurel Lake spreads before us as placid as Hurdman, 
likewise Aura Lee, the carries into both welcome 
punctuation in a smoothly rendered sentence. It’s 
something both body and mind tap into: Yes, the 
gym-workout of a good portage happily interrupts the 
hunched slog of paddling, but it’s also cool, shadowed, 
claustrophobic, laden with the odors of a world between 
the waters – the complete opposite of an open lake on 
a hot day. It offers particular sensory inputs: As you 
near the end, usually before you actually see any water, 
breezes reach from it up the trail, drying sweat, drawing 
you onward. Portaging then, grunt work that it is, can 
also be sublime: It takes you places other than where 
you’re going.

CeDAr lAke, THe BrAWliNG 20-kilOMeTre SlASH 
where the Petawawa, Nipissing and Amable du Fond 
Rivers converge is, like its predecessors today, as pellucid 
as a beaver pond. Without wind there’s also no sound; 
too far from shore to hear bird or bug, every wooden 
tick off the gunwale, every soft gurgle of the paddle, 
every shuffle in the bow is oddly amplified. It’s unusual 
and arresting. And though Myles hums absently up 
front, I can’t relax. 

Expecting trouble to stir down at any moment, I’m 
aiming us safely along in a point-to-island-to-point kind 
of way, meandering to avoid larger exposed crossings, 
prudent and anticipant, certain of past battles waged 
with wind and wave without remembering any in 
particular. But despite a few white puffballs hanging 
like smoke signals in the high azure, nary a ripple 
materializes until, noonish, hours ahead of schedule, we 
pull into the dock of the Brent outfitting store (Myles 
has decided we need more cheese) with only the faintest 
zephyr to ruffle the glass. 

When we get back on the water to make the two-
kilometre crossing to the mouth of the Petawawa, it’s 
little more than breathy, but we still paddle as if trouble 
were imminent, reaching far ahead with each stroke, 
digging deep and pulling hard. Myles hangs tough, but 
it’s grueling and her effort soon wanes. The canoe now 
surges with my strokes, the bow lifting from the water 
on each for a dolphining effect. Halfway across Myles 
gets her second wind. She digs in hard again and I match 
her rhythm. We fly across the water.

The crossing is quick and painless. We pull up to 
the 750-metre portage where the river debouches into 
Cedar to note a worry of boulders exposed in garden 
after terraced garden. The rocky expanse of dribbling 
channels raises a concern: If the Petawawa is overly 
shallow above, numerous portages over these next days 
might be extended. I suppose we’ll find out.

On the trail under enormous packs, it feels good to be 
moving upriver, skirting the rush and roar of rapid and 
falls, sounds that pry their way through the bush muffled 
by thickets and diluted by a dozen corners. We’re on a 
mission, channeling the Voyageurs’ determined passage 
through this same land. At trail’s end we’re reminded 
of how other such missions ended: Tucked into the 
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trees and lodged in a stone cairn stands a simple white 
cross. It reads “A. Corbeil, June 1, 1888,” homage to a 
lumberman who perished here.

The water follows the land, and we follow the water. 
Between carries, the Petawawa offers the quintessence 
of everything riverine: Speeding up, slowing down, 
bending, bottlenecking, bloating here and there into 
quasi-lake; limned in olive, emerald, pea and lime; 
leafy, viridescent, glaucous and dark. On outside bends, 
weeds wave conspicuously in the certainty of a current 
that can’t hold back a well-trimmed canoe, a marvel 
of low-drag efficiency against water’s forceful march 
to the sea. 

The river, in fact, undulates in three dimensions – 
from the bottom up as well – so that we’re never sure 
how close to the surface its bed lies: Time and again 
rocks loom from Archean depths, spackled in the 
canoe-hull palette of red, green, yellow and silver. In the 
bow, laboring against a coppery reflection yielding little 

visibility, Myles works nobly to avoid contact with each granite challenge, her paddle 
flashing from side to side as she calls out directions.

Above the Timber Slide falls we paddle a reed-rimmed lake so eerily tranquil that 
it’s a postcard of everything north. You expect a moose cupped in every wobble of 
the shore, late-afternoon light grazing the treetops to catch it broadside, belly-deep 
on stilted legs, a great, dripping, weed-filled muzzle raised from the golden surface. 
If there are no such sightings – one of her stated desires and something I’d felt was 
a certainty given that Algonquin is the best place in all of North America to see a 
moose – Myles may well have to settle for a postcard, a crime for which I’ll receive 
a massive FAIL.

I’ll take that small defeat, however, because, as we sit now on a waterfront log at 
our campsite, hoovering burritos while a full moon rises to meet the descending sun, 
I realize this: Downburst be damned, already this heartwarming, crazy, dumb trip 
has been a success.

 *   *   *

(Adapted from The Kid in the Green Canoe: A Journey into the Father-Daughter 
Wilderness, due April, 2012 from Greystone books.)

ml
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Downhill Mountain Biking 

downhilling gets a bum rap; people see guys and gals ripping down the 

hill in full-face helmets, body armour, massive bikes and their immediate 

response is, “those guys are crazy.” but it simply isn’t true. anyone who 

can ride a cross-country trail can ride a downhill trail. and anyone 

who has ever enjoyed the thrill of going downhill on a bicycle will love 

the feeling of this sport. With lifts and full rental options at both blue 

Mountain and horseshoe resort this summer, ontario may finally be 

embracing a sport that is exploding throughout the continent.

Days of
suMMer12 
depending on how you do the math,  there are about 14 weekends this 
summer. Sacrifice a couple of those to weddings and family reunions and 
you’re down to about 12. So here’s our guide to make the most of those 
precious summer days. see you out there.

Mar C Lan d ry p h oto.



wakesurfing

if you can wakeboard, then you have to try wakesurfing. by weighting 

one side of the boat, you can create a four-foot-high wave. it works 

much like wakeboarding, only at slower speeds, with a shorter rope 

and a different board. but here’s the big difference; once you’re 

standing up you can actually let go of the rope and surf that wave. 

everybody wants to be a surfer these days, right? Well, this is the 

easiest way to experience it. Muskoka Woods, pride Marine group 

and phat Wakes all offer lessons and rentals.

stanD up paDDleBoarDingWith no consistent break around, stand up paddleboarding does seem pointless. 
Why paddle around on flat water? Well, the thing is, it’s surprisingly fun. a great core 
workout and a good challenge too, stand up paddleboarding is growing everywhere. 
MeC now sells them; Craigleith Sailing Centre rents then and offers lessons;  ian 
brown and Kevin Stittle are even teaching Sup yoga at the Cranberry waterfront 
(704.444.1251). give it a try!

sunset at sauBle

yes, a bit on the sappy side for Mountain Life, but there is something about a sunset 

that everyone can relate to. it’s like staring at a campfire: you can just sit, relax and 

contemplate the world. Sauble beach claims some of the best sunsets in the area. 

as does Southampton. We won’t get involved in that debate, but we’re pretty sure 

that anywhere on the eastern shores of Lake huron there will be an amazing show 

when the sun goes down. Why not pack a picnic dinner?

aLiJa b oS p h oto

ethan M e Leg p h oto
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J im Wa lke r  makes  l i ke  a 
ra t  racer  a t  ha ines ’  dam. 

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto

kiteBoarDing at oliphant
oliphant must be the ultimate place to learn kiteboarding. With shallow water as far 
as you can see and islands situated to funnel wind from two different directions, 
this really is the spot to get initiated. there are kite schools popping up all over 
ontario, and kiterider.ca really has the oliphant lessons down to a science.

Cliff JuMping
Jumping off rocks into deep water is a really good time. it’s the 

kind of thing that can keep kids of all ages yelling, “just once 

more,” over and over and over. it’s a tough one for us to condone 

for obvious reasons. don’t be stupid. Make sure the cliff is 

sheer enough, the water is deep enough and there’s nothing 

dangerous below the surface. our advice: don’t give’r quite as 

hard as Fubar’s Farrel. 

Diving in toBerMory

Whether you’re getting fully kitted out in flippers and regulator, or just fooling around with a 

snorkel and mask, tobermory has some incredible diving. Known as the Shipwreck Capital 

of Canada, at least 26 shipwrecks lie scattered throughout the relatively small region. 

Combine all this with the Fathom Five national Marine park, and this is some seriously 

world-class diving. you can swim out to a couple of the wrecks, or work with an outfitter like 

adrenalineadventures.ca to get further out and deeper down.
aLiJa b oS p h oto

aLiJa b oS p h oto

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto



the grotto

anD inDian heaD

the grotto is a clichéd summer destination for 

a reason: it’s amazing. Just around the corner 

is indian head, a similar landscape, where 

bathers hang out for hours, like it’s a beach. 

arriving early in the morning will help minimize 

the crowds, but the swimming and exploring 

potential here is endless. Located in the bruce 

peninsula national park, this is the destination 

for a summer day.

sailingthe old saying goes, “a boat is a 
large hole in the water into which you 
pour money.” Which even the keenest 
sailor will agree with. What the saying 
doesn’t take into account is the joy 
of sailing itself. Sailing in georgian 
bay has endless possibilities. From 
Christian island to the north Channel, 
there is much to explore and much 
possibility for adventure. the best way 
to avoid pouring all your money into 
the bay is convincing a friend with a 
boat to take you out. if you can’t make 
that happen, a little google research 
will point you in the direction of all the 
charter companies in the region.

      
CreeMore
farMer’s Market
a visit to the Creemore Farmers’ Market is a 
feelgood way to spend a Saturday morning. With 
a number of local farms selling fresh produce, 
and the quaint downtown feel of Creemore, this 
is more than just everyone’s favourite small-town 
brewery. art galleries, toy stores, restaurants and 
cafés line the main street providing a top family 
outing, and a surefire way to plan your Saturday 
night barbecue.

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto

ethan M e Leg p h oto

b o b C har Lto n p h oto



wine tour

this region doesn’t really scream Wine tour quite yet, but it’s getting there. Coffin ridge, a boutique winery near owen 

Sound, is up and running and offers a view of the bay from their tasting area. Last summer the georgian hills vineyards 

just over the hill from blue Mountain also opened its doors, offering pairings in its victoria Corners location.

CyCling in the Beaver valley the beaver valley is a real gem for cyclists. towns like ravenna, eugenia, and Kimberley all have their own special character and offer views all the way to georgian bay. grey road 13 twists and turns along the beaver river. you could start at the top in eugenia and head downhill or punish yourself all the way up. any combination of grey roads 13, 19, 2, 7 and 40 will offer a scenic route through the valley. ml

C o Li n F i e Ld p h oto

g Le n har r i S  p h oto
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gallery
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ne i l  Kearns  on  the  bruce  pen insu la . 
g Le n har r i S  p h oto

Sid  S lo tegraa f  a t  the  in famous  rexda le  d i r t  Jumps . 
Mar C Lan d ry p h oto
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gear guide1

norco JUdan belt ($1935)
there are fanatics out there who preach that 29-inch-wheeled 
bikes are the future. and while not quite fanatical about it, i 
agree. getting used to the wagon-sized wheels takes a bit of 
time, but the payoff is an overall smoother ride. Compared to the 
more common 26-inch wheel, 29ers roll over roots and rocks 
without hesitation. and certainly, when it comes to single-speeds, 
these wheels are a must.

the norco Judan sports both the giant wheels and the single 
speed with one other feature from the future: a belt drive. (i.e., no 
chain.) While many are skeptical about belt drives, the benefits 
are obvious: a bit lighter, less wear and less maintenance 
required. you can also forget about the days of oil stains on your 
pant leg. hell, if bMW motorcycles have belt drives surely they’ll 
work for a mountain bike, right? Well, the jury is still out. there 
aren’t many companies getting into belt drives quite yet and 
during my first ride on it, i did encounter some difficulties. Front 
and rear gears need to be perfectly aligned for the belt to stay 
on, and after some minor tweaking, the belt is holding tight. 

My only other complaint would be bottom bracket height. Sure 
it’s nice to have a lower bb to eliminate the intimidation of larger 
wheels, but when it comes to rocky and rooty terrain the height 
of your pedal during the lower end of the stroke becomes really 
important. if you’re not conscious of your pedal placement during 
technical trails, you’ll likely get caught up.

overall, this is a solid offering from norco. With avid elixir 5 
hydraulic brakes, rockShox front fork with 100mm of travel, 
the chromoly-framed ride weighs in at just over 25 pounds. 
Welcome to the future.

 
norco.com 

moUntain hardwear 
corner 6 tent ($450)
Quickly dubbed the party tent, this tent is 
big. real big. Standing about seven feet in 
the centre, it folds up to the size of a courier 
bag, complete with a strap to throw over your 
shoulder. With only two poles, this tent sets 
up like a standard dome tent with a couple of 
additions; four hubbed poles attached to the 
main poles set up intuitively, pulling the ceiling 
out and up creating a spacious inner area. 
vestibules and entrances on two sides help 
keep your gear dry and venting throughout 
provides plenty of cross-breeze ventilation. 
at 20 lbs this is not the tent for an overnight 
trail hike. however, if you’re car-camping it’s 
the perfect tent for letting everyone know that 
comfort takes precedence in your world. 

don’t forget that choosing Mountain 
hardware he lps support  the i r  a th lete 
uel i  Steck. and if  you don’t know who 
that is, look him up on mountainlifemag.
ca. this guy climbed the freaking eiger 
in two hours and forty-seven minutes. 
 
mountainhardware.com

by C o Li n F i e Ld



FIND IT AT

Visit us in our Village at Blue location near Starbucks
705.443.5522

activitycentral.ca
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gear guide2
felt coffee 
cUP holder ($19.99)
believe it or not, there was 
a time when vehicles didn’t 
come with cup holders. Can 
you imagine? Where would 
you put your cup of joe on 
your morning commute? 
how uncivilized. Well, Felt 
b icycles is  br inging the 
future to bicycle technology. 
i firmly believe that in ten 
years we’ll look back and be 
flabbergasted that all bikes 
didn’t come standard with 
one of these – the bicycle 
cup holder. it mounts right 
onto your handlebars to make 
sure that your java is right at 
hand at all times. pure genius, 
straight out of the future.

feltbicycles.com

ibert safe-t-seat ($99.95)
although this seat only fits one of my several 
bikes, once i got it on i loved it. it seems to 
fit a standard mountain bike with straight 
handlebars best. it clamps tightly and easily to 
your handlebar stem, putting your child right 
between your arms, safely strapped in with a 
five-point harness. While riding you can share 
the experience with your loved one instead of 
being separated by a trailer, or having them 
ride along in a seat behind you. My boy hangs 
his tongue out like a joyful dog in the back of 
a pickup when we cruise down hills and he 
points and chatters about everything he sees. 
i love this seat. and so does he. 

ibertinc.com

gibbon Jibline
slackline ($98)
What is slacklining? glad 
you asked. it’s basically tight 
rope walking, only, well, you 
guessed it, on a slack line. 
you can set them up between 
two trees, lamp-posts or 
whatever, and it only needs to 
be a foot or so off the ground 
to get started. the climbing 
community has embraced 
slacklining wholeheartedly 
over  the  las t  coup le  o f 
years. this Jibline set is 50 
mill imetres  wide and 15 
metres long and sets up easily 
and quickly. Learning to walk 
on it is the hard part. and sure 
i’ll admit, it’s not the coolest 
looking ‘sport’ in the world, 
but it is a great way to spend 
an afternoon with family and 
friends while waiting for the 
Webber to get hot.

gibbon-slacklines.com

VUarnet cateye 
sUnglasses ($185)
obviously the circle of life just made another 
full rotation: vuarnet is back. these Cateye 
models are exactly the same as the ones you 
wanted but couldn’t afford back in the late 
‘80s, with some modern upgrades. the Skilynx 
lenses feature anti-glare and silver bi-shaded 
coatings. vuarnet has teamed up with alain 
Mikli, the renowned French designer who 
brought us ‘shutter shades’ in the early ‘80s. 
Mikli has also designed a number of modern 
frames for the brand’s worldwide relaunch.

vuarnet.com
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local picks1
Cricket Kayak by dimension
a compact, stable sit-on-top kayak that is very 
durable and easy to handle. it is lightweight, 
inexpensive, and tracks well on flatwater. 
Canoe and kayak sales and rentals available.
john, gyles sails & Marine, 4 King st. West 
thornbury (gylessails.com  519.599.7050)

bluWave Paddleboards
Launching in Southern georgian bay and 
toronto this summer, bluWave offers a 
selection of vintage-style wood veneer 
paddleboards. ride the waves this summer 
or harness the great fitness benefits of flat 
water paddling. Sales and rentals available. 
aaron, bluWave paddleboards 
(bluwave.ca  1.866.404.3155)

MeC Aegir Sling Pack
a paddleboard-ready submersible pack with 
welded seams and a fully waterproof zipper. 
When you’re back in the city, the stylish design 
makes it a versatile product that looks good 
while protecting your kit from summer showers.   
deb, Mountain equipment Co-op (mec.ca   
1.888.847.0770)

goPRo Hd Helmet HeRo Camera
this compact waterproof camera can be 
mounted on your helmet or your bike to record 
your next epic mountain bike ride. re-live your 
last ride in hd; you’ll be impressed.
Kris, Kamikaze, Collingwood 
(kamikazebikes.com  705.446.1234)

Rudy Project sunglasses 
with FreeForm teK Rx inserts
rudy project offers the ultimate in design, 
engineering and performance. the 
revolutionary FreeForm teK rx is the world-
leading sports lens. 
betty, envy eyewear, Village at blue
(envyeyewear.com  705.445.3168, 
direct toronto line  416.238.2743) 

Women’s Pearl izumi P.R.o. Jersey 
inspired by the garmin-transitions time 
trial speed suits, this jersey incorporates 
advanced in-r-Cool® technology and 
stitch-free mesh panels for the ultimate 
on-bike performance. p.r.o. transfer fabric 
provides optimal cooling and reflective uv 
sun protection.
andrea, squire john’s Craigleith 
(squirejohns.com  705.445.1130)

Mountainsmith Kenosha sleeping bag
new for 2011, this -6Cº synthetic bag 
features a relaxed mummy fit (fits to 6’4” with 
shoulder girth up to 65”). includes sil-nylon 
compression stuffsack, full-length draft tube, 
anti-snag zipper, contoured footbox and more.
ingrid, Mountainsmith 
(mountainsmith.com  1.800.551.5889)

proMotion



91m o u n t a i n l i f e m a g . c a  

local picks2
Columbia Women’s Switchback
Slip into the Switchback for low-profile 
support that looks as good on the street 
as it does on the single-track. techlite heel 
provides a cushioned and conforming fit. 
Columbia@blue, Village at blue 
(705.443.5802)

Kicking Horse coffee
a Canadian company that uses only organic 
Fair trade arabica beans for the best-
tasting cup around. Kicking horse sources 
the beans, roasts and packages them for 
maximum quality and freshness.
trish and dave, thornbury bakery 
(thornburybakerycafe.com  519.599.3311)

Recycled Patio Chair
this ontario-made chair of high-quality 
recycled plastic is a hybrid design using 
traits of the Canadian Muskoka chair and 
the american adirondack. backed with a 
40-year warranty. Many colours available. 
abbey, garden’s nest, Collingwood 
(gardensnest@hotmail.com  
gardensnestcollingwood.com  
705.444.1712)

the golf Club at lora bay 
Preferred Players Program
available for purchase in the golf Shop is the 
new preferred players program and Course 
guide. For just $40 including taxes, receive 
a course guide plus over $400 of savings for 
golf and dining at Lora bay, including savings 
for golf at Cobble beach. 
steve, the golf Club at lora bay, thornbury
(lorabaygolf.com  519.599.7500 ext. 407)

Creemore Kellerbier
Fresh, unfiltered beer that is naturally 
cloudy, distinctly flavourful and refreshing. 
german whole-leaf hops are added late in 
the brewing process, producing a beer that 
is wonderfully aromatic with a hint of citrus 
and spice. 
stephanie, Creemore springs brewery, 
139 Mill street, Creemore
(creemoresprings.com  1.800.267.2240)

Arterro eco Art Kits
no two kits are exactly alike! each features 
a unique assortment of beautiful materials, 
patterns and colours vary from kit to kit. the 
bookmaking Kit includes assortment of 
100% recycled papers, beads, needles and 
craft thread.
samantha, evolve toy store, 25 sykes st., 
unit 2 Meaford (519.538.5600)

proMotion
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local picks3

MyPakage underwear for Men
Made from a modal and spandex blend, Mypakage 
is the most comfortable underwear experience for 
men. the 3-dimensional internal pouch provides 
unparalleled support. Keyhole Comfort technology™ 
allows absolute freedom and eliminates the need for 
adjusting.
leslie and scott, evolution for Men, thornbury 
(evolutionformen.ca  519.599.5013)

Hickory Cheese board
Made from old and recycled wood, dags & Willow has 
been making and selling their own cheese boards 
for as long as they have been selling cheese. this 
particular board is a one-of-a-kind hickory with silver 
stainless handles.
steven, dags & Willow Fine Cheese & gourmet 
shop, 60 pine street, unit #10, Collingwood 
(dagsandwillow.ca  705.444.9100)

Hanna tweed Cap
From famed hanna of donegal, this timeless tweed 
Cap is beautifully handcrafted in ireland and can be 
worn by young and old, male or female.
Karen, grey heron designs, Collingwood
(greyherondesigns.com  705.444.0370)

tuso Sandals
these fashionable yet comfortable sandals have 27 
interchangeable scarves to choose from. each design 
offers a variety of hand-woven scarves that fit snug to 
your foot and tie at the ankle. 
Cathy, deCorso’s Fashions, thornbury 
(519.599.5315)

Prehistoric trilobite cast 
Fossil replica of the ancient sea creature found on 
Craigleith’s shores. this unique plaster wall hanging 
is made by local artist ted Sivell. For sale at Craigleith 
heritage depot.
suzanne, Craigleith heritage depot, 
corner of hwy 26 east and grey Road 19 
(thebluemountains.ca  705.444.2601)

Fatboy buggle-up beanbag chair
the tough and durable Fatboy buggle-up is a 
multipurpose chair and lounger that suits any 
landscape. it goes off-road without wheels and 
survives with its protective rain, stain and uv resistant 
coating. 
Fran, Macdonald’s Countrywide Furniture & 
appliances, Meaford 
(macdonaldsfurniture.com  519.538.1620) 

Squirrel buster bird Feeders
the Squirrel buster breaks new ground with design 
features available for the first time on any bird feeder. 
over a million happy clients (and well-fed birds) 
confirm that the patented Squirrel buster system is 
truly squirrel proof!
Mary, the bird house nature Company, 
Collingwood (705.444.7890)

proMotion



Open for lunch and dinner daily. Located in the center of Blue Mountain village 
overlooking the events plaza, mountain and millpond.

What Are You 
Waiting For?

C&A Steak Company is dedicated to Quality. We believe luxury is in the details, so that is why we offer only 
the highest quality ingredients, combined with exceptional service. USDA prime steaks, local fresh vegetables, 
everything made in house, and an exceptional wine list combine to make dinner an ‘unforgettable experience’.  

For reservations please call (705) 444 8877 
or 

Email us at reservations@CandAsteakcompany.com

166 Jozo Weider Blvd.. Blue Mountains ON  705 444 8877 www.CandAsteakcompany.com
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artist proFile

b y  t a m a r a  d a w K I n s

Listen Up

not so long ago if you wanted to hear decent live music around here, you didn’t – you went to toronto. With only a few 
exceptions, live music happened elsewhere, and you got used to driving a long way to hear it. over the last few years, though, 
music has started coming our way. the scene has attracted talents that in previous years might have moved elsewhere. a case 
in point is singer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist drew Mcivor, who moved to the southern georgian bay region a few years 
ago to find a thriving scene sprouting talent and venues all over the place.

a local musician’s perspective on our expanding live music scene

drew Mc ivo r  a t  the 
F l y ing  Ches tnu t  K i tchen .

g Le n har r i S  p h oto



www.desiron.ca

furniture   •   interior elements   •   artwork

705.443.7254          info@desiron.ca          Clarksburg, ON       

Desiron_ML Su2011_FNL.indd   1 11-06-06   11:47 AM
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Mcivor spent his high-
school years in Meaford 
b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e 
university of guelph; in 2008, 
he returned with his wife and 
three children, settling on 
a farm and converting the 
barn into a concert space. 
recently his side-project 
Latin-jazz combo Mambo 
nation performed there for a 
100-plus crowd. 

Mcivor’s rare musical ability 
first manifested itself in high 
school, where he wowed his 
friends with his ability to pick 
out any tune – ragtime, rock 
or reggae – on the piano 
or guitar.  as a university 
student, Mcivor went through 
a musical coming-of-age and 
began to listen to world beat, 
afro-Cuban and other music. 
this led to the formation in 
1992 of his eight-piece band, 
house of velvet, in which he 
sang and played keyboards. 
“this was a college pop band 
but we were listening to a 
lot of reggae, acid jazz, old 
hip-hop. We gigged between 
guelph, toronto and London.” 

the band released a Cd that made the college charts. after 
he amicably departed hov around 2000, he started up two 
related bands, Mambo nation and nicehaus. “Mambo nation 
is an homage to the frenzied rhythms of afro-Cuban music,” 
says Mcivor, “especially the pre-revolution stuff. nicehaus is a 
musical tribute to the sounds of dJ club culture and electronica, 
performed live by a revolving cast of musicians.”

Since moving up here, Mcivor has segued from the 
collaborative band format and his forthcoming album is a 
solo, largely acoustic set of melody-driven songs entitled the 
view From here. 

Moving north has led to other positive 
changes. “When i made the move up here, it 
took the pressure off and i could concentrate 
more on the music that made me happy, 
music that i wanted to play for its own sake 
– not because i needed to present it to an 
audience.” 

Mcivor is in a unique position to compare 
urban areas with the scene up here. “in the 
city,” he says, “there’s more music than you can 
shake a stick at and it’s all very well advertised. 
up here there’s a lot of music and some of it 
isn’t advertised at all. plenty of musicians have 
made the move away from a city and they’re 
hiding out in the woodwork. if you keep your 
ear to the wind you can hear them.”

having played in taverns and in house 
concerts, Mcivor understands what they mean 
to musicians here. “playing in taverns, you have 
a responsibility to give the audience what they 
want. but a lot of people are now producing 
their own concerts in Collingwood, thornbury, 
Meaford, owen Sound and small in-between 
towns. there’s a growing community wanting 
to hear singer-songwriters playing what they 
want to play.”

house concert venues – small, informal 
spaces, not taverns and not purpose-built 
concert halls, include Collingwood’s bay 
Street School of art, thornbury’s bruce Street 
Social Club, Meaford’s irish Mountain Music, 
and owen Sound’s Second avenue house 
Concerts. More pop up all the time. 

Lots of taverns offer live music and always 
have, while several niche bar-restaurants – 
including Collingwood’s Casbah and huron 
Clubs, thornbury’s bridges and eugenia’s Flying 
Chestnut – exist as much for musicians playing 
original live music as for food and drink. 

the region’s established concert halls, 
meanwhile, are angling for bigger fish, with 
Meaford hall bringing in Sloan this summer 
and Collingwood’s gayety recently landing 
ron Sexsmith. the festival circuit gets a jolt in 
the arm in august with peak to Shore Music 
Fest, held jointly in blue Mountain village and 
thornbury, with Sarah harmer headlining.  

owen Sound’s Summerfolk and Meaford’s 
electric eclectics have been happening for 
years and pull in surefire crowds. as Mcivor 
explains, “For every genre that’s popular, people 
are looking for a new thing, the next thing, and 
if pop or rock music is hot, people want to 
hear that. but people also want to hear weird 
electronic sounds, or folk music. there’s an 
audience for all of it right here.”

“When i made the 
move up here, it 
took the pressure 
off and i could 
concentrate more 
on the music that 
made me happy.”

artist proFile
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Custom climbing adventures and 
courses with PCGI certified guides 

www.ontherocksclimbing.com 
info@ontherocksclimbing.com 

705-888-TRAD  
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IS A PIANIST
705-606-3355
avril@avrildell.com

AVRIL DELL

Eco-friendly Toys & 
Clothing for Little People
25 Sykes St. N. Unit 2

Downtown
Meaford!

519.538.5600

Evolve

www.evolvetoystore.ca



these skiffs were built in Collingwood in the 1860s, by William Watt and his 
family, whose boat-building business operated for over 135 years. Known as 
Collingwood or Watt’s skiffs, the boats were two-ended sailing ships widely-used 
and prized by fishermen for their stability in the rough and unpredictable waters 
of georgian bay. 

the earliest Watt’s boats were about 20 feet long, sharp-sterned and equipped 
with one or two spritsails. they were quite light in construction, fast and powerful 
with shoal hulls, little drag, and a keel almost parallel to the waterline.

they took much of their design from the traditional irish fishing boats called 
“drontheims.” by the mid 1860s, fishing skiffs of the Collingwood type were 
common everywhere on georgian bay.

Collingwood Skiff or Watt’s Skiff

back page
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Ride up, ride down, ride up, ride down, ride all day 
long. A super efficient climber and a wicked descender.

With it’s comfortable positioning and lightweight performance, there’s no excuse not to get out for a ride.

Proven by riders in races all over the globe, Element 

is one of the most popular and longest lasting cross 

country suspension platforms in mountain biking.

The Whistler Lo is a bike designed with one 

thing in mind, the perfect fit. A Ladies specific 

fit for urban environments.

From the toughest trails to the city commute,
bikes designed for those that love to ride.

485c 2x
877cHWY 26, West of Collingwood   

705.445.1130   www.squirejohns.com

Established 1969


